
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sevki ACUNER currently holds the position of EBRD Director for Ukraine 

(since 2013). Previously, he held the position of EBRD Deputy Country 

Director for Turkey. During his 21-year career at the EBRD, Mr. Acuner 

occupied senior manager positions in the Credit Risk and Agribusiness 

departments before being appointed to Turkey in 2009. Prior to joining the 

EBRD, Mr. Acuner worked at the Central Bank of Turkey, the Bank of 

Montreal and the Royal Bank of Canada in various North American and 

European countries. Mr. Acuner is a Turkish national and holds a BSc in 

Management from Bosphorus University, Istanbul, and an MBA from 

Concordia University, Montreal, Canada. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Alain AESCHLIMANN is Head of Delegation for Ukraine in the International 

Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) since 2015. Mr. Aeschlimann has been 

working in the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) since 1987. 

His field appointments included Deputy Head of Delegation in Angola and 

Peru; Head of Delegation in Iraq, Israel and the Autonomous and Occupied 

Palestinian Territories, and Ethiopia. Mr. Aeschlimann served as Former 

Coordinator for operational Legal Advisers, Deputy and then Head of Central 

Tracing Agency and Protection Division, and Head of Operations (Regional 

Director) for South-East Asia, East Asia and the Pacific at ICRC 

headquarters in Geneva. He is the author of several articles on humanitarian 

issues and action (“Protection of IDPs: an ICRC View”; “Protection of 

Detainees: ICRC Action Behind Bars”; “The development of protection in the 

field by the ICRC”; “Overview of protection issues in contexts of multinational 

peace operations” and others). Mr. Aeschlimann holds a Degree in Law from 

the University of Neuchâtel, Switzerland. He is a Lawyer registered at the 

Bar of Neuchâtel. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Olga AIVAZOVSKA heads the Board of the All-Ukrainian NGO “Civil 

Network OPORA”, and is an international expert in the realm of elections 

and legislature. Ms. Aivazovska served as a director of the national 

nonpartisan election observation missions in Ukraine with over 20,000 

activists in 2010-2016, and participated in electoral observation in more than 

a dozen European countries. Ms. Aivazovska represents Ukraine in a 

political subgroup of the Trilateral Contact Group (Ukraine-Russia-OSCE) on 

conflict settlement in the Eastern Ukraine. She was included in top 100 most 

influential and most successful women of Ukraine in 2014, 2015 and 2016, 

according to such political media as Focus and the Novoie Vremia. Ms. 

Aivazovska is an alumna of the Draper Hills Summer Fellowship on 

Democracy and Development Program at Stanford University's Center on 

Democracy, Development and the Rule of Law, and of the Ukrainian School 

of Political Studies. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Liubov AKULENKO is an expert in supervision of information and advocacy 

campaigns that popularize the EU integration process and the main 

provisions of the Association Agreement. She has considerable experience 

in general planning, monitoring and control of project implementation which 

she obtained with a team of eleven people (five experts and six 

communication managers). Previously, Ms. Akulenko worked as Director of 

the European program at the NGO Centre UA and as a lecturer at the 

National Academy for Public Administration under the President of Ukraine. 

She received her PhD in Public Administration from the National Academy 

for Public Administration under the President of Ukraine, MA in Political 

Science from the National University of “Kyiv-Mohyla Academy” and BA in 

Political Science from the National Pedagogical Dragomanov University. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Michalis (Michael) ALEXANDRAKIS is Managing Director of Philip Morris 

Ukraine. He has been with Philip Morris since 1999 as General Manager of 

the Papastratos business in Romania (Papastratos is the Greek affiliate of 

PMI). In the course of seventeen-year experience in PMI Mr. Alexandrakis 

held senior positions in PMI’s offices in CIS, the Balkans, Greece, Middle 

East, Africa, and the Indian subcontinent. The last 5 years, Mr. 

Aleksandrakis spent in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, where he managed Philip 

Morris International brands, as well as oversaw PMI operations in Kuwait. In 

November 2016, Mr. Alexandrakis became Managing Director of Philip 

Morris Ukraine. He is located in Kyiv, Ukraine, but also oversees the 

company's operations in Armenia, Georgia, and Moldova. Mr. Alexandrakis 

was born on April 19, 1963 in Athens, Greece. He is married and has two 

adult daughters. Together with his family, he enjoys traveling around the 

world, cycling and cinema. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Volodymyr ARIEV is a Member of the Parliament of Ukraine of the 6th, 7th 

and 8th convocations. In 2007-2012, he held membership in the 

parliamentary Anti-Corruption Committee and co-authored the first anti-

corruption bill adopted in 2009. Currently he is a member of the Committee 

on Foreign Affairs and the Chairman of the Subcommittee on Inter-

parliamentary Liaison Office, Bilateral and Multilateral Relations in the 

Parliament of Ukraine. Mr. Ariev also chairs the Ukrainian Delegation to the 

Parliamentary Assembly of Council of Europe (PACE) where he serves as 

the President of PACE Committee for Culture, Education, Science and 

Media, as well as PACE General Rapporteur on Media Freedom and Safety 

of Journalism. Before 2007, Mr. Ariev worked as a TV-reporter, anchor and 

investigative journalist, and was a winner of several national media prizes, 

author of numerous documentaries and reports nominated to participate in 

competitions at various international festivals. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Dmytro ANUFRIIEV is Head of Financial Advisory Services department in 

Deloitte CIS West (Ukraine, Azerbaijan, Georgia and Belarus). He has over 

fifteen years of experience in providing professional services to local and 

international clients with Deloitte. Mr. Anufriiev has led significant number of 

acquisition due diligences, debt restructuring support and transaction 

advisory engagements. His experience covers a wide range of sectors 

including financial services, oil & gas, retail, agriculture, healthcare, real 

estate, manufacturing, TMT and others. Mr. Anufriiev has published a 

number of articles in the local business media on M&A related topics, bad 

debt management, and is taking an active part in Ukrainian M&A community. 

He is a fellow member of Association of Chartered Certified Accountants 

(ACCA), UK, 2004 and a CFA charter holder (Certified Financial Analyst), 

USA, 2011. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Ertuğrul APAKAN is the Chief Monitor of the OSCE Monitoring Mission to 

Ukraine as of April 14, 2014. In 2009-2012, Ambassador Apakan served as 

the Permanent Representative of Turkey to the United Nations. Previously, 

he held the positions of Undersecretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

Turkey from 2006 to 2009 and Deputy Undersecretary for Bilateral Political 

Relations from 2004 to 2006. Throughout his diplomatic career in 1971-

2012, Ambassador Apakan has served at various levels in Ankara and in 

number of diplomatic missions, including the Embassies in Vienna, Kuwait, 

and Nicosia, where he became Deputy Chief of Mission and later 

Ambassador. From August 2009 to the end of 2010, Ambassador Apakan 

represented Turkey at the UN Security Council (SC). He assumed the 

Presidency of the Council in September 2010. He also undertook the 

Chairmanship of three SC Committees – on counter-terrorism, sanctions on 

the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) and Democratic 

Republic of Congo. During his term, Turkey acted as a lead country on 

issues related to Afghanistan. He also co-chaired the Groups of Friends of 

the UN Alliance of Civilizations. 

 

 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Anders Åslund is a Senior Fellow at the Atlantic Council and an Adjunct 

Professor at Georgetown University. He is a leading specialist on economic 

policy in Russia, Ukraine, and the Eastern Europe. He is Chairman of the 

Advisory Council of the Center for Social and Economic Research (CASE), 

Warsaw. Dr. Åslund has worked as an economic adviser to several 

governments, including the Russian and the Ukrainian governments. He is 

the author of 14 books and editor of 16 books. His recent books include: 

“Europe’s Growth Challenge” with Simeon Djankov (Oxford University Press, 

2017); “Ukraine: What Went Wrong and How to Fix It” (2015); “How 

Capitalism Was Built: The Transformation of Central and Eastern Europe, 

Russia, the Caucasus, and Central Asia” (2013); and “Russia’s Capitalist 

Revolution” (2007). Previously, Dr. Åslund has worked at the Peterson 

Institute for International Economics, the Carnegie Endowment for 

International Peace, and the Brookings Institution. He was founding director 

of the Stockholm Institute of Transition Economics and professor at the 

Stockholm School of Economics. Dr. Åslund served as a Swedish diplomat 

in Moscow, Geneva, Poland, and Kuwait. He earned his PhD from the 

University of Oxford. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Andrey ASTAPOV is the Partner and Head of Dispute Resolution Practice 

at Eterna Law. Mr. Astapov specializes in international arbitration and 

litigation, international commercial law, investments and international trade, 

energy, oil & gas and mineral resources law. He represented numerous 

clients in all major international arbitration forums, including the International 

Court of Arbitration at the International Chamber of Commerce, London 

Court of International Arbitration, Arbitration Institute of the Stockholm 

Chamber of Commerce, GAFTA, FOSFA and other institutional and ad hoc 

arbitrations, as well as the International Commercial Arbitration Courts at the 

CCI of Ukraine and the Russian Federation. Mr. Astapov has been named 

an outstanding practitioner by a number of reputable international and 

national rankings. Mr. Astapov was highly recognized in litigation according 

to Who's Who Legal 2016, and his AstapovLawyers International Law Group 

was awarded the title of the “Law Firm Of the Year” in Commercial 

Arbitration in Ukraine by 2016 DealMakers Global Awards. Mr. Astapov is a 

recommended arbitrator of the International Commercial Court under the 

European Arbitration Chamber, an associated member of American Bar 

Association, and a member of the International Bar Association, European 

Business Association and Association of Independent European Lawyers. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Petras AUŠTREVIČIUS is a Member of the European Parliament and Vice-

Chair of the Group of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe 

(ALDE). He works as a full member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs and 

Subcommittee on Human Rights, and as a substitute member of the 

Committee on Regional Development. Mr. Auštrevičius is a chair of an 

informal group “Friends of European Ukraine. ” Previously, he was a 

member of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania for 10 years. In 2001-

2002, Mr. Auštrevičius was a Chief Negotiator for Lithuania’s membership in 

the European Union. In 1998-2004, he gained valuable work experience 

while holding high-ranking positions in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

Office of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania. In 1994–1997, Mr. 

Auštrevičius was Lithuania’s Ambassador to Finland. Mr. Auštrevičius has a 

diploma in Economics from Vilnius State University. He completed doctoral 

studies at the Institute of Economics of the Lithuanian Academy of Sciences 

and graduated from the Diplomat Training Program by the Hoover Institution 

at Stanford University, USA. Mr. Auštrevičius is a co-founder and the first 

Chairman of the Liberals’ Movement of the Republic of Lithuania. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Arsen AVAKOV is the Minister of Internal Affairs of Ukraine since 27 

February 2014. In his capacity, Mr. Avakov involved and appointed, for the 

first time in the history of Ukraine, civil society representatives, including 

members of the Self-Defense Maidan, as Ministry’s senior officials. In March 

2014 he initiated the establishment of the National Guard of Ukraine. On his 

initiative and under his direction there were formed the NGU first and second 

reserve volunteer battalions. Those units have been mostly composed of 

Self-Defense Maidan participants who went to the training camp directly from 

the Maidan. On 14 April 14 2016 Mr. Avakov was approved as the Minister 

of Internal Affairs of Ukraine in the Cabinet of Ministers, headed by Vladimir 

Groisman, for the third time by the Verkhovna Rada. He is the Honored 

Economist of Ukraine and has I rank of civil servant. Mr. Avakov is married 

and has a son. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Serhii BABAK is member of the National Agency of Higher Education 

Quality Assurance created to increase higher education quality, reform the 

accreditation system, assure academic integrity and ethics, fight against 

plagiarism in the academic and educational spheres, and reform the system 

of scientific degrees conferment. In addition to holding a PhD in Economics, 

he is a Doctor of Technical Sciences and author of more than 50 scientific 

and research papers including eight textbooks and monographs. Dr. Babak's 

previous experience includes working as Director of Scientific and Technical 

Center of Emerging Technologies at the National Academy of Sciences of 

Ukraine, Vice Rector at the University of Emerging Technoligies, Deputy 

Secretary General at ICC Ukraine, Ukrainian League of Industrialists and 

Entrepreneurs. He is an expert in drone construction and production, 

computerized systems of remote control and diagnostics, management and 

commercialization of scientific developments as well as international 

economic relations, law and psychology. Dr. Babak is also a master of 

motorsport of Ukraine and Champion of Ukraine. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Yana BARINOVA is the Chief Operating Officer of the Babi Yar Holocaust 

Memorial Center (BYHMC). The BYHMC is a nonprofit educational institution 

that commemorates the Holocaust, in particular the Babi Yar mass shootings 

of September 1941. Having graduated with two Master degrees in both 

Philosophy and Economics, Ms. Barinova became involved in the social and 

cultural sector activities. She is a PhD, an MBA graduate, and a founder of 

the Vienna-based consulting company “CREAPOLIS”. Ms. Barinova 

authored more than 80 articles. She possesses the wealth of ten-year 

working experience holding various positions while living in different cities 

such as Brussels, Vienna, Moscow and Paris. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Marieluise BECK is a Member of the German Bundestag, where she is a 

spokesperson of the Green Parliamentary Group on the Committee on 

Foreign Affairs and a substitute member of the Committee on the EU Affairs. 

As the spokesperson on Eastern European affairs for the Green 

Parliamentary Group, Ms. Beck has focused on issues concerning the 

Russian Federation and the Eastern Partnership countries like Belarus and 

Ukraine, as well as the Western Balkans. She holds positions as the 

Chairperson of the German-Bosnian and Vice-Chair of the German-

Ukrainian Parliamentary Friendship Groups in the German Bundestag. Ms. 

Beck is a Member of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe 

and the OSCE. Since the early 1990s, Ms. Beck has been actively 

concerned with human rights issues. She helped to launch the initiative 

‘Bridge of Hope’, an aid agency for Bosnia and Herzegovina, which was 

arranged for innumerable consignments of aid to be taken to war-torn areas. 

For this work, Ms. Beck was awarded the Order of Merit of the Federal 

Republic of Germany and made an honorary citizen of the Bosnian 

municipality of Lukavac. She studied German, history and sociology. In 

1983, Ms. Beck was elected to the German Bundestag for the first time. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Iryna BEKESHKINA is a Senior Research Fellow at the Institute of 

Sociology of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, and the Director 

of Ilko Kucheriv Democratic Initiatives Foundation (DIF). DIF is one of the 

oldest and most authoritative think tanks in Ukraine (founded in 1992). The 

DIF mission is to support Ukraine's transition toward a fully functioning 

democracy, which should include better operation of governance and market 

economy, and the development of civil society in Ukraine. In early 2016, the 

DIF became one of the 50 leading think tanks in Central and Eastern 

Europe. Ms. Bekeshkina is a well-known sociologist who has authored more 

than hundred research papers, as well as many publications in media, 

especially on the issues of political transformations and elections in Ukraine. 

In 2006-2016, she was ranked among top 100 most influential women in 

Ukraine. She is a member of the Council of National Unity under the 

President of Ukraine, the Collegium under the Ministry of Education and 

Science of Ukraine, and a number of other public structures. Ms. Bekeshkina 

works intensively with media and often participates in popular TV shows. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Eliav BELOTSERCOBSKY is Ambassador of the State of Israel to Ukraine. 

Ambassador Belotsercovsky was born in 1963 and repatriated to Israel in 

1973. Following army service he began his studies at Hebrew University of 

Jerusalem from which he obtained a BA in International Relations and 

Chinese Studies and MSc in International Management. In 1995 

Ambassador Belotsercovsky joined the Foreign Ministry. He served in such 

countries as Singapore, Cyprus, and India. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Sergii BEREZENKO is Member of the Ukrainian Parliament. He was born 

on the 11th of April, 1984 in a family of doctors. In 2001, after graduating 

from a school with a gold medal, he entered to the National University of 

"Kyiv-Mohyla Academy", where he studied at the Faculty of Economics. In 

2005, he obtained a Bachelor's degree in Economic Theory and continued 

his studies in the program of a specialist in Economic Theory. From 2006 to 

2014 he was a deputy of the Kyiv City Council. Before his duty in the 

Parliament, he took the position of the Head of the State Department of 

Affairs in 2014-2015. Mr.Berezenko was elected to the Parliament in 2015, 

where he is an active member of the Verkhovna Rada Committee on Health 

Care. From September 2016 Mr. Berezenko is the Deputy Chair of the 

parliamentary faction of “Petro Poroshenko Bloc”. Mr. Berezenko acted as 

the initiator and co-author of important laws on the reform of health care in 

Ukraine. From September 2016, Mr.Berezenko is the Deputy Chair of the 

parliamentary faction of 'Petro Poroshenko Bloc'. Mr. Berezenko acted as 

the initiator and co-author of important laws on the reform of health care in 

Ukraine. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Taras BEREZOVETS is а political analyst, founder of Free Сrimea project 

(2014), CEO of the Fund for National Strategies (2015), founder of Hybrid 

Warfare Resistance Bureau (2015), and co-founder of the Ukrainian Institute 

for the Future (2016). Mr. Berezovets also serves as the external advisor to 

the Secretary of the National Security and Defense Council of Ukraine 

(2016-present). He was born in Kerch, Crimea, Ukraine. Mr. Berezovets 

graduated from Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv, Institute of 

Journalism, in 1997. In 2003 he completed his studies at the Royal College 

of Defense Studies (London, UK) becoming the youngest member in 

RCDS’s history. In 2004 Mr. Berezovets received an MA in International 

Studies from King's College London. In 2011 he was selected to represent 

Ukraine among young leaders from Central and Eastern Europe in the 

prestigious John Smith Memorial Trust Programme (UK). In 2015 Mr. 

Berezovets wrote a book titled "Annexation: Island of Crimea. Chronicles of 

the hybrid warfare". In November 2016, he has the honor to speak at a 

congressional hearing in Washington on the situation in Crimea. Mr. 

Berezovets is a permanent commentator on Ukraine in the international 

media; his comments have appeared in The New York Times, The 

Economist, The Financial Times, The Times. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

David BEZHUASHVILI is a philanthropist and the founder of a non-profit 

organization "Education Foundation" that supports educational programs in 

Georgia and invests in the protection of national cultural heritage. Dr. 

Bezhuashvili served as a Member of the Parliament of Georgia from the 

single- mandate constituency of Tetritskaro Region from 1999 to 2016 (5th to 

8th convocations). In 1999-2013, he worked in various subdivisions and 

committees of the Parliament of Georgia contributing to political and 

legislative advancement of Georgia. From 2013 to 2016, he sat on the 

Committee for European Integration of the Parliament of Georgia. Prior to his 

parliamentary career, Dr. Bezhuashvili was a successful entrepreneur 

holding the posts of Chairman of the Supervisory Board in JSC 

“Saltransgazmretsvi”, as well as of Chairman of the Board of Directors and 

General Director of JSC “Sakgazi”. In addition, in 1994, he founded the 

company “Chemexim International Ltd” that included the Georgian Industrial 

Group (GIG). Having such profound expertise, Dr. Bezhuashvili shared his 

knowledge and experience in the book titled “National Bank's Monetary 

Credit Policy and the Prospects for the Development of the Banking System” 

in 1999. Dr. Bezhuashvili graduated from Tbilisi State University’s 

Department of Economics, majoring in Macroeconomics. He later obtained a 

PhD in Economics in 1999. In 2013, Dr. Bezhuashvili was decorated with the 

Victory Order of St. George for exceptional contribution to Georgia’s 

development and progress. In 2002-2014, he served as the President of 

Weightlifting Federation of Georgia. Dr. Bezhuashvili is married and has two 

sons. He fluently speaks Georgian and Russian. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Gela BEZHUASHVILI is Chairman and CEO at David Bezhuashvili’s NGO 

“Education Foundation”. He started his public sector career at the 

Department of International Law of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Georgia 

in 1991. He also served as Deputy Chief of Mission at the Embassy of 

Georgia in Astana. Amb. Bezhuashvili continued his public service as a 

Deputy Minister of Defense and later, as the first civilian Minister of Defense 

and Secretary of the National Security Council of Georgia (NSC). In 2005, he 

was appointed Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia. Amb. Bezhuashvili was 

actively involved in reforming the security sector at the NSC and later served 

as Director of the National Intelligence Service. In 1998-2000, Amb. 

Bezhuashvili worked with the EU official structures as a national expert in 

international law, anti-corruption and protection of national minorities. He 

contributed, in the capacity of a national expert on constitutional issues, to 

the Venice Commission. Amb. Bezhuashvili graduated from the Department 

of International Relations and International Law at Taras Shevchenko State 

University of Kyiv, with B.A. and LL.M degrees. He also holds an LL.M in 

International and Comparative Law from the Southern Methodist University 

(SMU) School of Law. Ambassador Bezhuashvili is an Edmund Muskie 

(1997) and Edward S. Mason Fellow (2004). He completed his studies at 

Harvard University, JFK School of Government, in 2011, and holds a 

Master’s degree in Public Administration. Amb. Bezhuashvili was decorated 

with several Georgian and Ukrainian orders of merit, and has been 

recognized by distinguished public institutions for his contributions to public 

policy and leadership. Amb. Bezhuashvili is married, has two sons and a 

daughter. He fluently speaks English, Russian and Spanish languages. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Olga BIELKOVA is a Member of the Ukrainian Parliament and stands as 

Deputy Head of the Verkhovna Rada’s Committee on Fuel and Energy 

Complex, Nuclear Policy and Nuclear Safety. She is also a member of the 

Petro Poroshenko Bloc faction and a permanent member of the Ukrainian 

Delegation to the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly. Ms. Bielkova additionally 

serves as a Member of the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative’s 

(EITI) International Board, as well as Co-Chair of the Parliamentary Non-

Partisan Caucus “For Energy Independence of Ukraine”, “Green Energy of 

Changes” and “For Digital Future of Ukraine”. Ms. Bielkova was elected as a 

Member of Parliament with Vitalii Klitschko’s UDAR Party. Prior to the 

elections, she was one of the Managing Partners of EastLabs.co, a start-up 

business accelerator in Kyiv. Earlier, Ms. Bielkova was also part of the 

Executive Management Team at the Victor Pinchuk Foundation. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Bil IRENEUSZ is the Director of the Aleksander Kwaśniewski Foundation 

Amicus Europae. The Foundation is active in the area of foreign policy and 

security, focusing on the Eastern Neighborhood of the European Union. 

Previously, he worked as the Director of the Office of International Affairs of 

the Presidential Chancellery from 2004-2006 and as an expert on the 

National Security Bureau from 1997 to 2004. Mr. Ireneusz graduated from 

the Warsaw School of Economics (WSE) and the National Security Studies 

Program at the Warsaw University. He received his doctoral degree 

researching energy supply security at the WSE. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Daniel BILAK is Director of the Investment Promotion Office UkraineInvest 

and Chief Investment Adviser to the Prime Minister of Ukraine. Mr. Bilak was 

appointed as the Director of UkraineInvest and the Chief Investment Adviser 

to the Prime Minister of Ukraine by the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine as of 

November 1, 2016. Together with the Government Commissioner for 

Investments, he guides investors and advises the Prime Minister on 

improvements to the investment and business environment in Ukraine. 

Canadian-qualified lawyer with over 25 years of professional experience in 

Ukraine and the region, he advised major international and Ukrainian 

businesses in the energy, agribusiness, infrastructure and technology 

sectors. He was most recently the Managing Partner of the global law firm 

CMS Cameron McKenna’s Ukraine office. Mr. Bilak also acted as Counsel to 

the Business Ombudsman Institution and for many years served as a senior 

United Nations Development Program (UNDP) governance expert to the 

Ukrainian government. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Dmytro BILOTSERKOVETS is Member of Parliament of Ukraine. He was 

born in February 21, 1986 in Sevastopol, Crimea. From 2002 to 2007, he 

had been studying in the "European University" of Sevastopol, Master of 

Management. From 2006 to 2012, Mr. Bilotserkovets headed the executive 

committee of the NGO "Sevastopol without corruption". From 2007, he was 

the leader of Sevastopol pro-Ukrainian political moves, and from 2012 to 

2015 headed the youth wing of the PP "UDAR" (Ukrainian Democratic 

Alliance for Reform) of Vitaliy Klitschko. In 2013, Mr. Bilotserkovets initiated 

the public movement "For Fair Sevastopol”, however in March 2014 due to 

the annexation of the Crimea and pro-Ukrainian position had to move from 

Sevastopol to Kyiv. Since August 2014 and for now he is an adviser to the 

Mayor of Kyiv Vitaliy Klitschko. On top of that, from 2014 to 2016, he was 

also Director of the Department of infrastructure and ecology of the Kyiv City 

State Administration. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Nadiya BILOUS is Director of Corporate and Legal Affairs at the British 

American Tobacco Ukraine. She is responsible for the overall legal support 

within BAT Ukraine working in the fields of anti-competition law, 

management of AIT matters, corporate and marketing, among others. Ms. 

Bilous discharges duties aimed at supporting and promoting the company in 

Caucasus, Central Asia and Belarus area. She began his career at the 

British American Tobacco in 2003, starting as a Company Lawyer. Since that 

time she has held a number of positions in various spheres of legal support 

and company interests’ protection. Her previous experience in international 

law firms as well as in the Ministry of Justice of Ukraine has also added 

much to Ms. Bilous’ ability to perform within strictly regulated legal 

environment. She is an expert in such domains as Intellectual Property Law, 

Trade Law and Distribution, Corporate Law, AIT, External Councils 

Management, and coaching. Ms. Bilous is fluent in Ukrainian, Russian and 

English. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Igor BILOUS is a Managing Partner at Prof Altius Management Inc. In 2015-

2017, Mr. Bilous was Head of the State Property Fund of Ukraine, where he 

launched the process of transparent privatization, introduced e-auctions and 

Dutch auctions to facilitate a sale of illiquid assets. Mr. Bilous first joined 

public service as First Deputy Head of the Ministry of Revenues and Duties 

of Ukraine and managed the process of liquidation and reorganization of the 

tax and customs departments. Later, he became Head of the State Fiscal 

Service of Ukraine concentrating on the development and implementation of 

the e-business VAT administration. Mr. Bilous started his career in Kyiv-

based M&A boutique SARS Capital. In 2000-2004, Mr. Bilous worked on 

eight cross-border M&A deals. Afterwards, in 2005, he joined the UBS 

investment bank where he was involved and ran multiple M&A, equity capital 

markets and fixed-income transactions. Before joining public service, Mr. 

Bilous was appointed Head of Investment Banking at Renaissance Capital 

and assumed responsibilities for both investment and commercial banking in 

2011. He also enriched his professional experience working on principal 

investments and divestments at the family office of the Consortium Industrial 

Group, and on mid-sized M&A deals and fundraising at Prof Altius 

Management Inc. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Andrii BOGDANOVYCH is Head of Non-Governmental Organization 

“Foundation.101”. Mr. Bogdanovych held various positions in the technical 

realm such as installer of local area networks at the “Softline” Enterprise 

(2003-2004), engineer at "Adamant" Ltd. (2004), technical support officer at 

JSC "Inter-Telecom" (2005), and system administrator at "Spekl" Ltd (2005-

2007). Later he embarked upon entrepreneurial activities in the IT-sphere. In 

2009-2012, he served as the Director of Development at "3DTOUR" 

Company. As for his public career, Mr. Bogdanovych held the posts of 

Deputy Chairman of the Democratic Alliance political party (2012-2014), and 

Member of the Administrative Commission of Kyiv City State Administration 

(2014-2015). In 2015 he advised the Ministry of Information Policy of Ukraine 

on the launch of the Internet project "Information Forces of Ukraine" and, in 

addition, released an educational video course "Police for Dummies ". In 

2017, Mr. Bogdanovych has founded the project “All-Ukrainian Complaint 

Service “Karatel”. In 2004 he graduated with an Honors degree in Designing, 

Manufacturing and Maintenance of Electronic Products from Kyiv Technical 

College of Information Systems and Technologies of Vadym Hetman Kyiv 

National Economic University. In 2008 Mr. Bogdanovych received a 

Bachelor’s degree in Programming from Vadym Hetman Kyiv National 

Economic University. In 2017 he obtained a Master’s degree in Law from the 

Academy of Advocacy of Ukraine. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Oleksandr BOHUTSKYY is Director-President of the ICTV TV channel and 

a Board Member of the EastOne investment advisory group. Mr. Bohutskyy 

graduated from the Ivan Franko National University of Lviv, Department of 

International Law and Business, and holds a PhD degree in Law. He began 

his career in journalism in 1991 as an editor of the first independent 

Ukrainian radio station “Radio Nezalezhnist” (Independence Radio). In 1994, 

Oleksandr co-founded one of the most successful media projects in the 

Western Ukraine, the “Express” newspaper. Later, he became Head of 

Press Center at the Tavriyski Igry (Tavria Games) Company and has been a 

permanent host of the eponymous music festival. Since 2000, Mr. Bohutskyy 

has been Director-President (earlier General Manager) of the International 

Commercial TV & Radio Company (ICTV) – the first commercial TV channel 

in Ukraine. From November 2009 through March 2012, he held the post of 

Head of StarLightMedia Group, which consisted of several TV channels. In 

March 2012, he took the position of an EastOne Board Member, dealing with 

the implementation of management strategies related to the assets of the 

company’s business portfolio. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Ivonne Julitta BOLLOW is Director of International Affairs in the 

Communications and Public Policy department at METRO AG. Before 

joining METRO in 2013, she was the Personal Advisor to the former 

President of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly, MP Karl A. Lamers, in the 

Bundestag. Prior to that, Ms. Bollow served as an advisor to the Coordinator 

of German-Russian Inter-Societal Cooperation, MP Andreas Schockenhoff, 

in the Federal Foreign Office. She holds a degree in Political Science and 

East European Studies. Ms. Bollow is a member of the Board of the 

German-Ukrainian Forum. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Nataliya BONDARENKO is Corporate Affairs Director at Philip Morris 

Ukraine, Caucasus and Moldova. Ms. Bondarenko has wealth of experience 

in the legal field, encompassing a wide variety of specialization areas from 

litigation to intellectual property rights, antimonopoly legislation, taxation and 

many others. She has also obtained a solid background in Government 

Relations, working with legislative, executive and regulatory bodies at 

various levels. Ms. Bondarenko's career includes successful work at the 

managerial and top-managerial positions with renowned multinational 

corporations like Gedeon Richter, Unilever, Carlsberg and Philip Morris. 

Currently she leads the Corporate Affairs activities of Philip Morris affiliates 

in the cluster of markets comprising Armenia, Georgia, Moldova and 

Ukraine. She is a graduate of Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv, 

Department of Law. Ms. Bondarenko is married and has three children. At 

the personal level, she is passionate about Ukrainian arts and culture, and is 

an ardent proponent of healthy lifestyle. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Timur BONDARYEV is an Attorney, Managing Partner and Head of the 

Real Estate and Construction, Antitrust and Competition, IP, Advertisement 

and Promotion practices at Arzinger. Besides, he heads Automotive, Life 

Sciences and Healthcare, Food and Beverages, Retail industrial practices. 

He has extensive experience in working at state authorities and large 

corporations. Mr. Bondaryev was Head of Division in the Legal Department 

at the State Property Fund of Ukraine and Head of the Legal Department at 

Ukrainian Aluminium, a subsidiary of the Russian Aluminium Company. He 

is a highly respected law practitioner enjoying an excellent reputation in the 

local and international market. Mr. Bondaryev is a senior lecturer at the 

Department of Specialized Legal Sciences at the National University of 

“Kyiv-Mohyla Academy”, one of the country’s best universities and oldest 

higher education institution in Eastern Europe. He is also an advisor to the 

mayor of Lviv on attracting foreign investment as well as public-private 

partnership and a regular lecturer on Ukrainian law at the Austrian Chamber 

of Commerce. Mr. Bondaryev is a Young Members liaison officer within the 

Real Estate Committee of the International Bar Association (IBA). 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Jörg BONGARTZ is Managing Director at Deutsche Bank AG, Regional 

Management Central and Eastern Europe with involvement in the bank’s 

activities in the region, oversight over local subsidiaries and offices, and 

business development. He has been with the bank since 1982. Previously, 

he was Chairman of the Board of Deutsche Bank Ltd., Moscow. Beside this 

role, he was Head of Global Transaction Banking Russia and supervised the 

firm’s activity in Cash Management, Trade Finance, Custody and other Trust 

and Securities Services. He was also responsible for coverage of banks with 

particular focus on investment banking products. Until May 2006 he was 

head of Relationship Management for Financial Institutions in Central and 

Southeast Europe, CIS states and Turkey. In that capacity, he was 

responsible for the co-ordination and cross selling of all products as well as 

risk management issues for large commercial banks and central banks in the 

region. He was also Head of Cash Management Sales Financial Institutions 

CEE/CIS covering USD and EUR cash products for all FI customers in the 

region. Before this he was a member of Deutsche Bank's Project and Export 

Finance Team/Oil and Gas industries and managed a couple of years at the 

bank's offices in Moscow and St. Petersburg. Mr. Bongartz holds a degree in 

Business Administration from the University of Hagen. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Michal BONI is a Member of the European Parliament since 2014. Mr. Boni 

graduated from the University of Warsaw where he continued lecturing at the 

Department of Polish Culture for many years. Since 1980, he has been 

involved in the Solidarity Movement. In 1991, Mr. Boni took up a position of 

Minister of Labour and Social Policy. He was also a Member of the Polish 

Sejm of the first convocation. Mr. Boni has made invaluable contribution to 

the public governance in both Europe and Poland. He served as a key 

expert cooperating in the elaboration of the National Development Plan and 

National Action Plan for 2007-2013. In 2009, Mr. Boni was appointed to the 

Council of Ministers and became Chairman of the Standing Committee of the 

Council of Ministers. Since 2008, he has taken office as a Secretary of State 

at the Prime Minister's Office and served as Head of Strategic Advisors to 

the Prime Minister. Under Mr. Boni’s leadership, an expert team has 

conducted social and economic evaluation of Poland and contributed to the 

development of strategic plans for the government. In 2011, Mr. Boni was 

sworn in as Minister of Administration and Digitization. Mr. Boni is one of the 

authors of the "Solidarity Across Generations 50+" program which has been 

designed in 2008 to help people over 50 return to the labour market. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Ansgar BORNEMANN is the Chief Executive Officer of Nestle Ukraine and 

Moldova (since May 2015). Mr. Bornemann started his carrier in Germany in 

1985 after graduating from Saarbrücken University. He worked on different 

positions in sales and marketing domains of different markets, including 

those of Germany, France and Arab countries. In March 2006, Mr. 

Bornemann was appointed as Marketing Director of Nestlé Schöller GmbH & 

Co KG Germany. In 2003, he was promoted to the position of the Business 

Executive Manager. In January 2011, Mr. Bornemann moved to Serbia as 

the Country Manager of Nestle. He held the position of the Regional Director 

of Nestle Adriatic from January 2013 until May 2015, when he moved to 

Ukraine. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Nataliya BOYKO is Deputy Minister of Energy and Coal Industry for 

European Integration. Prior to that, Ms. Boyko served as Advisor to the 

Minister of Energy and Coal Industry of Ukraine. From March 2016 to 

December 2016 she held the position of Support Manager of the National 

Reform Council, chaired by the President of Ukraine, where from November 

2015 to November 2016 she held the position of Manager on Energy Reform 

at the Project Management Office (PMO). Also, from November 2015 to 

February 2017 Ms. Boyko worked as Advisor at the Administration of the 

President of Ukraine. From March 2015 to October 2015 she held the 

position of Senior Consultant at the Chief Department of reforms 

implementation responsible for the energy sector at the Administration of the 

President of Ukraine. Before that Ms. Boyko conducted the research 

program “Legal Aspects of the EU Association Agreements with Georgia, 

Moldova and Ukraine” at the Institute of East European Law in the University 

of Kiel in Germany. From August 2013 to September 2014 she worked as 

Consultant of ERM Central Europe advising in the field of energy and 

environment in Ukraine and the EU. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Andriy BOYTSUN works at the Strategic Advisory Group for Supporting 

Ukrainian Reforms (SAGSUR), commonly known as the Miklos–Balcerowicz 

group. His responsibilities include advising on the reform of corporate 

governance in state-owned enterprises (SOEs) and privatisation. Dr. 

Boytsun is an independent member of the SOE Nomination Committee, 

which is responsible for nominating CEOs and supervisory board members 

in Ukraine’s most important SOEs. He is also the founder of the Ukrainian 

Corporate Governance Academy (UCGA), where he serves as Vice-

President for Policy. Previously, Dr. Boytsun worked as a Research Director 

at the Centre for Economic Strategy (CES), Ukraine’s leading economic 

think tank. Prior to joining CES, he was an Adviser to the CEO of Naftogaz, 

the country’s largest company. In that capacity, he designed the corporate 

governance reform of Naftogaz, helping to make it the pioneer of corporate 

governance in Ukraine. From 2000, he worked as Assistant and later as 

Visiting Professor and Research Fellow at the University of Antwerp 

(Belgium), where Dr. Boytsun did research on corporate governance and 

taught courses in management. He holds a PhD in Economics from the 

same university, where he defended a thesis on corporate governance. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Bridget BRINK is Deputy Assistant Secretary in the Bureau of European 

and Eurasia Affairs, U.S. Department of States, since August 2015. She is 

responsible for issues related to Eastern Europe, the Caucasus, and 

regional conflicts in Europe. She most recently served as Deputy Chief of 

Mission at the U.S. Embassy in Tashkent, Uzbekistan (2014-2015). Ms. 

Brink has spent most of her career working on European affairs holding the 

positions of Deputy Chief of Mission at the U.S. Embassy in Tbilisi, Georgia 

(2011-2014); Director for the Aegean and South Caucasus on President 

Obama’s National Security Council (2009-2010); and Deputy Director for 

Southern European Affairs at the U.S. Department of State (2008-2009). 

From 2005 to 2008, she served as Political-Economic Chief in Tbilisi, helping 

Georgia consolidate democratic and economic reforms. In 2002-2004, Ms. 

Brink served as a Special Assistant for Europe to the State Department’s 

Under Secretary for Political Affairs, where she supported Turkey’s 

democratic reforms and the European Union’s decision to open accession 

negotiations. From 1999-2002, she hold the post of Cyprus Desk Officer. Her 

first assignment was as a consular/political officer in the U.S. Embassy in 

Belgrade from 1997-1999. She speaks Russian. A career member of the 

Senior Foreign Service, Ms. Brink joined the State Department in 1996. She 

has Master’s degrees in International Relations and Political Theory from the 

London School of Economics and Political Science and a Bachelor’s degree 

in Political Science from Kenyon College. She is married to Nicholas 

Higgins, a career Foreign Service officer with the U.S. Agency for 

International Development. They have two children. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Robert BRINKLEY CMG chairs the steering committee of the Chatham 

House Ukraine Forum. He is a Senator of the Ukrainian Catholic University 

(UCU) and Chairman of the Ukrainian Institute in London, which is affiliated 

to the UCU. Mr. Brinkley also chairs the BEARR Trust, a British charity which 

supports small health and social welfare groups in Eastern Europe, Russia, 

Central Asia and the South Caucasus. He is a trustee of the Keston Institute, 

which studies religion in Communist and former Communist countries. Mr. 

Brinkley offers consultancy advice to businesses and comments in the media 

based on the wealth of his international experience. Mr. Brinkley has 

extensive expertise in international relations as he was a British diplomat for 

34 years. He served as High Commissioner to Pakistan (2006 – 2009), 

Ambassador to Ukraine (2002 – 2006) and as head of the UK’s worldwide 

visa operation (2000 – 2002). Mr. Brinkley had previously had two postings 

in Moscow (both in Russia and in the Soviet Union), as well as positions in 

Bonn, Geneva and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office in London. In 

2010-2011, he was seconded to Associated British Foods plc. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Nataliya BUGAYOVA is Development Director at the Institute for the Study 

of War (ISW) based in Washington DC. ISW advances an informed 

understanding of military affairs through reliable research, trusted analysis, 

and innovative education. She joined ISW after having served as the Chief 

Executive Officer of the Kyiv Post, Ukraine’s largest independent English-

language publication, from August 2014 until December 2015. Previously 

she served as Chief of Staff to Pavlo Sheremeta, Ukraine's former economy 

minister, appointed after the EuroMaidan Revolution in February 2014. As 

part of her job at the Ministry, she oversaw Ukraine’s cooperation with the 

international financial institutions. She has done short-term consulting 

projects with the World Bank in Washington DC, as well as Boston 

Consulting Group's Kyiv office. Ms. Bugayova obtained a Master's degree in 

Public Policy from Harvard's Kennedy School of Government. She was a 

Student Fellow at the Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs. She 

completed her Bachelor’s degree, majoring in East Asian Studies, at Taras 

Shevchenko National University of Kyiv. Ms. Bugayova serves on the 

advisory board of the "Teach for Ukraine" initiative. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Andriy BULAKH is a Managing Partner at PJSC Deloitte & Touche USC. 

Mr. Bulakh started his career when he was still a student, joining Arthur 

Andersen's audit department. In 2002, he joined Deloitte; and as early, as in 

2006, Mr. Bulakh became the youngest Partner in Deloitte CIS. In 2010, he 

took over the leadership of Audit Department and, on July 1, 2014, he 

became the Managing Partner for Deloitte Ukraine. Throughout his career, 

Mr. Bulakh has led audit engagements of large multinational and local 

companies operating in different sectors of the economy (engineering, 

telecommunications, agriculture, etc.). He also led the Capital Market Group 

and managed large companies’ IPO engagements. In 2004-2007, Mr. 

Bulakh led the TMT (technology, media and telecom) industry group and still 

continues to serve a number of TMT clients. Mr. Bulakh was the CIS 

Innovation Group leader. A native resident of Kyiv, he was born on February 

20, 1978. Mr. Bulakh graduated from Taras Shevchenko National University 

of Kyiv, where he studied International Economic Relations at the Institute of 

International Relations. He is married, with three children; a committed 

Dynamo fan and an amateur poker player. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Igor BURAKOVSKY is Head of the Board of the Institute for Economic 

Research and Policy Consulting since 2002. Prof. Burakovsky has been 

elected to the governing bodies of a number of Ukrainian professional 

associations such as the Reanimation Package of Reforms initiative, 

Ukrainian Think Tanks Liaison Office in Brussels and Ukrainian Association 

of International Economics. He graduated with honors from Kyiv State 

University in 1980. He received a PhD in Economics in 1985 and a Doctor’s 

degree in Economics in 1999. Prof. Burakovsky started his professional 

career as a lecturer at Kyiv State University. He worked as a Research 

Fellow in Great Britain (Birmingham University), Japan (Economic Planning 

Agency, Japan Institute for International Affairs), and the USA (Fullbright 

Scholar, Stanford University). Prof. Burakovsky participated in number of 

international research projects. His research interests include economic 

reforms in the countries with transition economies, international trade and 

trade policy. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Yulia BURMISTENKO works as International Public Affairs Manager for 

DTEK, the largest privately-owned energy company in Ukraine, since 2010. 

Ms. Burmistenko is developing and maintaining relations with key 

international stakeholders (Embassies, IFIs, international peers); lobbying 

interests of the company through membership in industry and other 

associations; and facilitating business contacts and joint projects between 

DTEK companies and international business/IFIs. Ms. Burmistenko is a Vice 

Chairman of the Board of the Women Energy Club in Ukraine. In 2005-2008 

she served as international projects manager of the largest private 

philanthropic Foundation of Ukraine, Victor Pinchuk Foundation. While 

working in UNDP Ukraine as Programme and Project manager (2002-2005), 

Ms. Burmistenko was responsible for a large portfolio including human 

rights, gender equality, good governance, and border management. In 1995-

2002 she worked for the EC Tacis programme in Ukraine as a supervisor 

and evaluator, and then as the deputy team leader gaining experience in 

Ukraine, Russia, Belarus, Georgia and Kazakhstan. She holds an MBA 

degree from the Kyiv Mohylyanka Business School and a degree in 

International Economic Relations from the Kyiv National Economic 

University. Ms. Burmistenko also studied in the University of Konstanz, 

Germany. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Yevhen BYSTRYTSKY is Executive Director of International Renaissance 

Foundation (IRF), Ukraine (Open Society Foundations network) since 1998. 

He is also a member of European Foundation Center Governance Council 

since 2012. Prior to IRF Dr. Bystrytsky worked as both a researcher of the 

National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine and Associate Professor of 

Philosophy and Political Sciences in leading universities of Ukraine. He 

taught Social and Political Philosophy, and Political Science. In 1993-1998 

Dr. Bystrytsky was the President of NGO “Ukrainian Philosophy Forum” and 

a member of editorial board of “Political Thought” magazine. In 1997-1998 

he was a member of IRF Executive Board. Dr. Bystrytsky is one of the 

founders of the Ukrainian Philanthropy Forum. He is author and co-author of 

several books and many articles in philosophy and political sciences; he has 

written for Ukraine's leading newspapers on issues of civil society formation 

in Ukraine. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Oleksandr CHALYI is the President of Grant Thornton Ukraine (since 2012). 

He received his diploma in Law and a PhD in Law from Taras Shevchenko 

National University of Kyiv. Ambassador Chalyi holds a number of national 

and foreign awards. He has 30 years of experience in legal practices in the 

governmental and business sectors. His previous positions include such top 

managing positions, as Head of the Department for Treaties and Legal 

Affairs and Member of the Board in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Ukraine 

(1993-1995), Ambassador of Ukraine to Romania (1995-1998), First Deputy 

Minister for Foreign Affairs of Ukraine (1998-2004), State Secretary for 

European Integration (2001-2004), Permanent Representative of Ukraine to 

the Council of Europe (2001) and Foreign Policy Advisor to the President of 

Ukraine (2006-2008). As his duty, Ambassador Chalyi was responsible for 

the most urgent and problematic issues of the Ukrainian foreign policy, such 

as legal regulation of relationships with the most “problematic partners” and 

successful settlement of complicated issues. He was also a member of the 

High-Level Commission “Euro-Atlantic Security Initiative” in 2010-2012 and a 

member of the OSCE Eminent Persons Panel in 2015-2016. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Daniel CHAPMAN is CEO and CIO of Argentem Creek Partners responsible 

for management of the firm and its funds. Prior to founding Argentem Creek 

in 2015, Mr. Chapman was responsible for all emerging markets risk taking 

activity within high-yield, structured, and distressed corporate credit at Black 

River Asset Management. In this role, he oversaw a global team responsible 

for analyzing, sourcing, trading and investing in emerging markets credit. 

Prior to joining Black River in 2004, Mr. Chapman was with JP Morgan New 

York for fifteen years, most recently as a Managing Director responsible for 

the distressed debt trading business. In 1989, he joined Manufacturers 

Hanover Trust, which through a series of mergers became the current JP 

Morgan Chase where he worked as an analyst and went on to establish the 

corporate credit trading desk in 1990. As the company underwent a series of 

mergers to become JP Morgan, Mr. Chapman managed various parts of the 

corporate credit business in emerging markets, most recently in the area of 

distressed corporate debt. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Iuliia CHEBOTAROVA is the Executive Director and Chief Operating Officer 

of EastOne LLC. Before being appointed to EastOne, Ms. Chebotarova held 

the post of Vice-President of Corporate Property for the Interpipe Group for 

over ten years. Her responsibilities during that period included M&A activities 

and corporate rights management. Ms. Chebotarova developed 

management strategies for the Interpipe Pipe and Wheel Company, for the 

group’s machine-building and media sectors, as well as for the various 

projects of the Victor Pinchuk Foundation. Ms. Chebotarova served as a 

Member of the Parliament of Ukraine from 2002 until 2006. She graduated 

from the Department of Hydrogeology Engineering, Dnipropetrovsk National 

University, in 1987, and subsequently obtained qualifications as an 

economist and financial manager in 2003. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Sergey CHERNENKO is Chairman of the Management Board of the First 

Ukrainian International Bank (FUIB) (since October 2012). Mr. Chernenko’s 

professional experience is mainly connected with the FUIB. He joined the 

Bank in 1997 as the Specialist of the Central Risk Assessment Management, 

and in 2005 he was appointed Chief of the Central Risk Management 

Division and member of the FUIB Management Board. In 2006-2008, Mr. 

Chernenko was a member of the Supervisory Board. Since September 2008, 

Mr. Chernenko has held the position of Deputy Chairman of the 

Management Board. In April 2011, he was appointed as First Deputy 

Chairman of the Board, and, in addition, in February 2012, he has also taken 

up the position of Chief Financial Officer. In October 2012, Mr. Chernenko 

was appointed as Chairman of the FUIB Management Board. He graduated 

from Donetsk State Technical University majoring in International Economic 

Relations and Foreign Economic Activity Management. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Peter CHERNYSHOV is Chief Executive Officer of JSC “Kyivstar” since 

June 2014. Under his leadership Kyivstar has created an improved, client-

centered management model, deployed the largest 3G network among 

Ukrainian GSM operators, reached the highest level of customer satisfaction 

in the telecommunications market and restored positive dynamics of financial 

indicators. Mr. Chernyshov holds a degree in Finance and an MBA from 

Kingston University, United Kingdom. He has twelve years of international 

experience at senior managerial positions. For several years he served as 

the CEO at Carlsberg Ukraine, and later held the position of Vice President 

at Carlsberg Group responsible for operations in six countries of Eastern 

Europe. As a result, Carlsberg Ukraine acquired a significant market share 

and increased its year-by-year revenues and EBITDA margin. Mr. 

Chernyshov has been recognized several times as one of the best top 

managers in Ukraine in accordance with various ratings. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Alexa CHOPIVSKY is the Executive Director of the American Center for a 

European Ukraine, the Founder and CEO of the Transnational Education 

Group and the Director of the Program on the World Economy at the Aspen 

Institute. For seven years, she was a journalist with NBC News where she 

covered world events from the New York, Washington, and London bureaus. 

After a period as Associate Director at an international communication 

consultancy in London, Ms. Chopivsky moved to Kyiv. There she worked as 

a freelance journalist, traveling across Eastern Europe, the Caucasus, and 

Central Asia, and for an American consulting firm on a political campaign. A 

native of Washington DC, Ms. Chopivsky received a BA from Yale University 

with distinction in Russian and East European Studies and Political Science, 

an MS from the Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism, and an 

MIPP from the Johns Hopkins University’s School of Advanced International 

Studies. In addition to her native English, Ms. Chopivsky speaks Ukrainian, 

Spanish, French and Russian. She is a Council on Foreign Relations Term 

Member and a 2012-2013 member of the Eurasia Foundation’s Young 

Professionals Network. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Edward C. CHOW is a Senior Fellow in the Energy and National Security 

Program of the Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington, 

D.C. He is currently a visiting professor at Ohio University and Fudan 

University in Shanghai, China. Mr. Chow has also taught at Georgetown 

University and George Washington University. He is an international energy 

expert with 40 years of industry experience. Mr. Chow has worked in Asia, 

the Middle East, Africa, South America, Europe, Russia, the Black Sea and 

Caspian regions. He has developed government policy and business 

strategy, as well as successfully negotiated complex, multibillion-dollar, 

international business agreements on the side of commercial companies and 

of host governments. He specializes in oil and gas investments in emerging 

economies. He has advised governments, international financial institutions, 

major oil companies, and leading multinational corporations. He spent 20 

years with Chevron Corporation in U.S. and overseas assignments, including 

his serving as Head of International External Affairs at the company’s 

headquarters in California and as Country Manager in China. Chow is a 

graduate of Ohio University with a Bachelor’s degree in Economics and 

Government and a Master’s degree in International Affairs. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Viktorija ČMILYTĖ-NIELSEN is a Member of the Seimas of Lithuania since 

November 2016 with the Liberals Movement of the Republic of Lithuania. As 

a Member of Parliament, Ms. Čmilytė-Nielsen sits on the Committees on 

Human Rights, European Affairs, for Ethics and Procedures, and for the 

Rights of People with Disabilities. She is also a Deputy Chair of the Liberals 

Movement Political Group. She started her parliamentary career in 2015 

when she was elected to the Seimas for the first time. She holds a number of 

honourable awards such as the Fifth Class Order of the Lithuanian Grand 

Duke Gediminas (1996), Cross of Officer of the Order for Merits to Lithuania 

(2011), and Honorary Citizen of Šiauliai City (2011). Ms. Čmilytė-Nielsen 

received a Bachelor’s degree in English Philology from the University of 

Latvia. She is a professional chess player and a long-time member of the 

national chess team of Lithuania who won the World Chess Olympiads. In 

2011 Ms. Čmilytė-Nielsen became the European Chess Champion. Her 

other hobbies include reading, travelling and doing sports. She is fluent in 

Lithuanian, English, Russian and Spanish. Ms. Čmilytė-Nielsen is married 

and has three children. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Francis DELAEY is Deputy Director of the President’s Office at the 

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD). Mr. Delaey 

was appointed as Deputy Director of the President’s Office in November 

2016. He headed the Bank’s Resident Offices in Moldova from 2004 to 

2007, in Azerbaijan from 2008 to 2011, and in Belarus from 2011 to 2015. 

Prior to joining the EBRD as legal counsel in 1999, he practised law in the 

Brussels’ office of a leading US law-firm that focused on cross-border M&A 

in emerging markets. Mr. Delaey received his law degree and post-graduate 

degree in business administration from the Catholic University of Louvain in 

1992 and 1993. He graduated from the École nationale d'administration 

(ENA) in 1995 and is a CFA charterholder. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Anna DEREVIANKO is Executive Director of the European Business 

Association. Ms. Derevianko began her professional career in 1997, when 

she joined a foreign investment company “Ukrainian Construction Business”, 

still as a senior year student and already a promising economist. Within one 

year after she earned her Master's degree, Ms. Derevianko was promoted to 

the position of Financial Director of the company. In 2000, Ms. Derevianko 

was appointed Deputy Director of the European Business Association (the 

EBA), and since 2003 she has been serving as the Association's Executive 

Director. Under Ms. Derevianko's supervision, the EBA has quadrupled its 

size, now bringing together around 950 companies, and, consequently, has 

become the biggest association for foreign businesses in Ukraine, with five 

regional branches (Lviv, Kharkiv, Donetsk, Dnipropetrovsk and Odesa). 

Currently, the EBA takes an active part in facilitating and developing the EU-

Ukraine dialogue. Ms. Derevianko is a member of the Supervisory Board of 

PJSC “ArcelorMittal Kryvyj Rih” and a member of the World Economic 

Forum Global Agenda Council. Born on February 25, 1977, in Zhytomyr, 

Ukraine, Ms. Derevianko graduated from Kyiv National Economic University 

with a degree in International Economics and Law. Ms. Derevianko is 

married and has two sons. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Oleh DEREVIANKO is Co-founder and Chairman of the Board of ISSP – 

Information Systems Security Partners, private international cybersecurity 

company. He is also a Co-founder and President of Kyiv Cyber Academy 

(KCA). In 2015-2016 Mr. Derevianko served as Deputy Minister, Chief of 

Staff at Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine and as a social 

entrepreneur. He is also a Founder of the Institute for Self-Realization (Kyiv), 

Founder of School Angels initiative, Co-founder and Chairman of the Board 

of Trustees of Chestnut Piano International Music Festival (Kyiv), and 

Member of The Aspen Institute Kyiv. He received his Master’s Degree in 

International Economics with honors in 1997 from the Institute of 

International Relations at Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv. In 

2001 he received a PhD in Economic Policy, also from Taras Shevchenko 

National University of Kyiv. Additionally, Mr. Derevianko holds a 

Postgraduate Diploma in Business Administration from Warwick Business 

School, and his continuous education includes a number of leadership 

development programs by Columbia Business School and The Aspen 

Institute. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Luc Pierre DEVIGNE is Director for Russia, Eastern Partnership, Central 

Asia and OSCE, and a Deputy Managing Director for Europe and Central 

Asia at the European External Action Service (EEAS) since June 2016. He 

joined the Directorate-General for Trade of the European Commission in 

1996. Since then he held various positions in trade defense (1996-1999), 

and aerospace issues (1999-2002), and also served as the Executive 

Assistant to Director-General for Trade (2002-2005); Head of Unit 

Intellectual Property and Government Procurement, in charge of EU 

international negotiating teams in these two fields (2005-2010); Head of Unit 

Russia, CIS, Ukraine, Western Balkans, EFTA, EEA, Turkey and Central 

Asia (2010-2015); and Head of Unit Market Access, Industry, Energy and 

Raw Materials (January 2016-May 2016). Prior to joining EEAS, Mr. Devigne 

was a banker specializing in Corporate Finance and M&A, and conducted 

international negotiations in the USA, Brazil, China and Japan. He holds an 

LLM and a specialization in Economic Law, as well as a degree in Financial 

Analysis. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Venerable Lama Tenzin DHONDEN is the personal Emissary for Peace to 

His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama. He organizes and oversees His Holiness' 

visits and events which are aimed to individually reach millions people 

worldwide. He is also the founder and Director of the Dalai Lama 

independent non-profit organization dedicated to globalizing compassion. 

Friends of the Dalai Lama hosted 2015 Global summit and world celebration 

of His Holiness' 80th birthday. Lama Tenzin has experience of organizing 

events attended by 60,000 people and live streamed to over 1 billion people. 

In 2016, Lama Tenzin arranged the event which allowed His Holiness to 

deliver the keynote address to the Californian legislature. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Bozidar DJELIC is Managing Director and Head of Central & Eastern 

Europe at Lazard Sovereign Advisory Group. Mr. Djelic has more than 25 

years of experience in the public and private sectors, including eight years 

as a senior member of the Serbian Government and seven years as a 

Partner of McKinsey&Company in the insurance and asset management 

industries. He advised the Russian government in 1992-1993 on 

macroeconomic reform, privatization and banking reform. His recent 

assignments include advising Ukraine on the restructuring of its sovereign 

and sovereign guaranteed debt. Mr. Djelic holds an MBA from Harvard 

Business School, MPA from J.F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard 

University, and MA from École des hautes études en sciences sociales. He 

is also a graduate of École des hautes études commerciales de Paris and of 

the L'Institut d'Etudes Politiques de Paris (Sciences Po). 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Oleksandr DOMBROVSKYI is Acting Chairman of the Committee on Fuel 

and Energy Complex, Nuclear Policy and Nuclear Safety of the Verkhovna 

Rada and Advisor to the President of Ukraine. He was also a Member of the 

Parliament in 2012-2014, serving on the Committee on Agrarian Policy and 

Land Relations. Prior to his parliamentary career, Mr. Dombrovskyi was a 

politician from Vinnytsia, who worked as Head of Vinnytsia Regional State 

Administration (2005-2010) and Mayor of Vinnytsia (2002-2005), as well as a 

Member of the Vinnytsia City Council and of the Vinnytsia Oblast Council for 

several convocations. Mr. Dombrovskyi holds a degree in Engineering from 

Vinnytsia Polytechnic Institute (1984), Master’s degree in International 

Monetary Relations from the Institute of International Relations of Taras 

Shevchenko National University of Kyiv (2003), and PhD in Economics from 

the Institute of World Economy and International Relations of the National 

Academy of Sciences of Ukraine (2004). Mr. Dombrovskyi is an Honoured 

economist of Ukraine (2007). 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Yaakov Dov BLEICH is the Chief Rabbi of Kyiv and Ukraine since 1990. 

Rabbi Bleich has been instrumental in founding and advancing the Kyiv 

Jewish Community, the Union of Jewish Religious Organizations of Ukraine, 

the first Jewish day school in Ukraine, the first legal Jewish orphanage and 

boarding school in Ukraine, the Jewish Confederation of Ukraine, and a host 

of other organizations. Rabbi Bleich has been a founding member of the 

Council of Churches and Religious Organizations of Ukraine. Rabbi Bleich 

also serves as the Vice-President of the World Jewish Congress, European 

Jewish Congress, and the Conference of European Rabbis. Rabbi Bleich 

was born in Brooklyn, New York, in 1964. Rabbi Bleich studied at Yeshiva 

Karlin Stolin School and graduated from Telshe Yeshiva High School in 

Chicago, where he began his rabbinical studies. In 1984-1986, he continued 

his studies at the Karlin Stolin Rabbinical Institute in Jerusalem, and 

received his rabbinical ordination at Yeshiva Karlin Stolin in Brooklyn. In 

1989, Rabbi Bleich and his wife moved to Kyiv, Ukraine. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Oleksandra DRIK is Head of the Board of the Civic Lustration Committee, a 

non-governmental organization created during Euromaidan in 2014 with a 

vision to purify the government from elites of the previous non-democratic 

regime and of individuals engaged in large-scale corruption. The NGO has 

participated in drafting the Law on Government Cleansing, ensured its 

adoption by the Parliament, and has been monitoring its implementation 

since October 2014. Headed by Ms. Drik, the Civic Lustration Committee 

has been engaged in a constructive dialogue with the Venice Commission 

that gave its final opinion on the aforementioned Law on 19 June 2017, 

defended lustration from numerous attacks and cancellation attempts, 

ensured public control over the implementation of the Law and created the 

largest open database of the individuals subject to the lustration prohibitions 

in Ukraine. Since February 2016, Ms. Drik has coordinated the Coalition of 

Anticorruption NGOs “Declarations under control” aimed at removing corrupt 

officials from the government via verification of e-declarations. From the very 

beginning, the Coalition has been focused on launching, in an appropriate 

manner, the electronic system of asset declarations, defending the 

legislation and controlling the enforcement of the Law. Ms. Drik holds a BA in 

International Relations from Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv 

and MA in Global Politics and Law from the University of Sheffield, UK. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Oleg DRIN represents K.Hartwall Invest (KHI) family office in Ukraine since 

2006. KHI was created to manage joint investments. KHI portfolio includes 

long-term industrial investments and liquid assets. In industrial investments, 

KHI focuses on sectors, in which the family has been involved for many 

years or has otherwise gained valuable experience; this includes beverages, 

industrial manufacturing and property investments. Alongside investing in 

Finland, KHI has a long tradition of investing in Eastern Europe. In Ukraine, 

which is in KHI’s focus, the company has invested into BBH Breweries 

(Lvivske, Slavutych brands), Leopolis Hotel (Lviv), Opera Passage Shopping 

Gallery (Lviv), Inkerman Winery (Crimea), and land development in various 

cities of Ukraine. Mr. Drin had executive operational experience in BBH 

Group Ukraine as a Supply Chain Director of the Groups Three Breweries, 

also managing capacity-building and start-up facilities with the combined 

investments of over €100min these sectors. Earlier in his career, Mr. Drin 

worked in the production sphere at PepsiCo in Ukraine and Russia. He also 

served as Managing Director of the construction company Eurocon Ukraine 

and a real estate development company Instar Ukraine. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Andrii DUDNYK is First Deputy General Director on Investment Activities. 

He joined EastOne Group by transferring from the position of the CFO for 

INTERPIPE Group. Before INTERPIPE, Mr. Dudnyk held the position of 

Manager of Audit and Consulting Services’ Practices for Enst&Young where 

he was in charge of managing various financial records, auditing and 

consulting projects for major manufacturing entities and financial institutions 

in the CIS area. He was also responsible for conducting due diligence 

surveys. From 1998 until 2002, he worked as Audit Expert and, 

subsequently, as Senior Audit Expert for Arthur Andersen, both in Kyiv 

(Ukraine) and Zurich (Switzerland). Mr. Dudnyk managed auditing and 

special consulting projects for financial institutions and purpose-set 

investment funds. He took part in projects to evaluate complex financial 

instruments and business modelling. Also, Mr. Dudnyk provided consulting 

services to financial customers on the matters of portfolio strategy. In 1998 

Mr. Dudnik obtained a Master’s degree in International Economic Relations 

from Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv. He also completed the 

ACCA and CFA Institute programs. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Isabelle DUMONT is Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 

French Republic to Ukraine since September 2015. The career of 

Ambassador Dumont started in 2003, when she joined the Department of 

Continental Europe at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Paris. In 2006, she 

started to work with the Strategic Affairs, Security and Disarmament 

Department. In a year, Ambassador Dumont became an Advisor to the 

Minister for Foreign Affairs. In 2009, she took office of the First Secretary in 

the French Permanent Mission to the United Nations in New York. From 

2011 to 2013, Ambassador Dumont worked as a Second Counsellor in 

Ankara and, subsequently, became Head of the Department for Russia and 

Eastern Europe in 2013. In October 2014, she was awarded with the Honour 

medal for courage and devotion (gold grade) by the French Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs. Ambassador Dumont holds a Master’s degree in Slavic 

Studies and is a graduate of the French Institute of Political Studies and 

École Normale Supérieure (Fontenay-Saint-Cloud). She speaks English, 

Russian, Turkish and Spanish. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Emine DZHAPAROVA is Deputy Minister of Information Policy. From 2000 

to 2006, Ms. Dzhaparova attended the Institute of International Relations of 

Taras Shechenko National University of Kyiv, Department of International 

Relations. She holds a Diploma in Political Analysis of International Affairs 

and is known as an English translator with the highest distinction. In 2005, 

she was a participant of the US State Department’s program “International 

Visitor Leadership Program”. In the same year, she was also a participant of 

the “Youth Alternative” program, and has done an internship in the 

Secretariat of the Frist Deputy Chairman of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, 

Kyiv. In 2008, Ms. Dzhaparova took part in the training program for 

diplomats at the Institute of International Relations, Clingendael, Kingdom of 

the Netherlands. From 2002 to 2003, she was an assistant for National 

Minorities to the First Vice-Prime Minister on Humanitarian Affairs of 

Ukraine. From 2008 to 2010, she was an attaché to the Third Secretary of 

the Department of Humanitarian Affairs of the Department of Social and 

Cultural and Humanitarian Cooperation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

Ukraine. Between 2011 and 2014, Ms. Dzhaparova was a host and author of 

several programs on “ATR”, Crimean Channel. She is also a production 

editor and newscaster of “Zaman” and co-author and host of “Miz-Mizlar”. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Mikuláš DZURINDA is President of the Wilfried Martens Centre for 

European Studies since 2013. He served as Prime Minister of the Slovak 

Republic in 1998-2006 and has held various positions in the government 

since the beginning of his political career in 1990. Once he became the 

Prime Minister and formed a coalition government in 1998, Mr. Dzurinda 

introduced far-reaching reforms which enabled Slovakia to begin the process 

of joining the EU and NATO. After being re-elected in 2002, Mr. Dzurinda led 

Slovakia to become a member of the EU and NATO in 2004, a process 

which he actively took part in from the very beginning. Since Slovakia gained 

independence in 1993, Dzurinda also held the positions of Minister of 

Transportation and, more recently, of Minister for Foreign Affairs (2010-

2012). In 2012-2016, he was a member of the Slovak Parliament. Mr. 

Dzurinda is a founding member of the Slovak Democratic and Christian 

Union – Democratic Party (SDKÚ-DS) and was the party’s chairman from 

2000 to 2012. In 2007, Mr. Dzurinda was awarded the F.A. Hayek 

International Prize for reforms and fight against bureaucracy. He is also a 

marathon runner. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Marten EHNBERG is Head of the Council of Europe Office in Ukraine and 

Representative of the Secretary General in charge of the co-ordination of the 

co-operation programmes in Ukraine since June 1, 2016. Mr. Ehnberg has 

extensive experience working in Ukraine. In 2003, he was appointed as 

Director of the OSCE project on Elections and Governance in Ukraine. In 

2004, he took office as Head of Democratization Section to the OSCE Office 

in Ukraine. In 2007-2010, Mr. Ehnberg was Deputy Head of the Russia Desk 

in the Swedish Ministry of Foreign Affairs. In 2010, Mr. Enhberg returned to 

the Swedish Embassy in Ukraine in the capacity of Deputy Head of Mission. 

In 2014, he moved to Yerevan, Armenia, and served as the Chargé 

d’Affaires of the Swedish Embassy in Yerevan for the last two years before 

relocating to Kyiv. Mr. Ehnberg graduated from Stockholm University, 

Moscow State University, and Uppsala University holding degrees in English 

and Russian languages, Political Science and Eastern European Studies. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Rimma EL JOUEIDI is Chief Executive Officer and Co-Founder of the Teach 

For Ukraine program. Teach For Ukraine, launched in 2017, recruits nation’s 

brightest and most passionate leaders who have made it their mission to 

improve educational outcomes for all children in Ukraine, inspire students to 

become drivers for change and have an impact on the development of their 

communities. Teach For Ukraine is a partner of the Teach For All global 

network of 45 independent non-profit organizations working to expand 

educational opportunity in their own countries. Before launching the Teach 

For Ukraine program, Ms. El Joueidi was specializing in strategy 

development and capacity building in public-sector organizations and 

worked at Civitta, a leading independent management consultancy in 

Central and Eastern Europe. Previously, she worked at Roland Berger, a 

global strategy consulting firm, and advised leading companies in various 

industries on core business issues. In addition, Ms. El Joueidi worked at a 

Member of Parliament office in Canada as a participant of the Canada-

Ukraine Parliamentary Program. Also, she is an alumna of the Future 

Leaders Exchange Program. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Kirill ERMICHINE is Head of the Department for International Public Affairs 

at DTEK. Prior to that, in 2007-2010, he worked as DTEK’s Corporate Social 

Responsibility Manager. In 2004-2005, Mr. Ermichine served as Senior 

Manager, responsible for social performance, at TNK-BP, a Russian-British 

joint oil producer. Until mid-2006 he worked at TNK-BP Ukraine. Before 

joining the corporate sector Mr. Ermichine was engaged in promoting the 

rule of law and civil society in Russia and providing support to, and 

management of numerous NGOs’ human rights projects and initiatives. After 

leaving diplomatic service in 1991, he worked at the UN Centre for Human 

Rights. Mr. Ermichine graduated from the Moscow State University of 

Foreign Affairs (MGIMO, 1982) and Geneva Graduate Institute of 

International and Development Studies (HEI, 2002). He speaks Russian, 

English and French. Mr. Ermichine is a national of Switzerland and the 

Russian Federation. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Thomas EYMOND-LARITAZ is Executive Director and Head of APCO 

Worldwide Global Solutions, based in London. APCO Global Solutions 

advises political leaders, CEOs and high profile individuals, helping them 

successfully navigate geopolitical, economic and reputational challenges. 

Mr. Eymond-Laritaz has seventeen years of experience in international 

relations, communications and management of sensitive political, economic 

and diplomatic issues in Europe, America, Africa and Asia. Before joining 

APCO Worldwide, he served as an adviser to Georgian President Mikheil 

Saakashvili in Tbilisi and Bulgarian Prime Minister Simeon Saxe-Cobourg in 

Sofia. He also served for five years as Chief of Staff of Victor Pinchuk, a 

Ukrainian investor and philanthropist, and was President of the Victor 

Pinchuk Foundation, then the largest private philanthropic foundation in 

Eastern Europe. Mr. Eymond-Laritaz started his career in the French public 

administration. He worked in the offices of French Prime Ministers Lionel 

Jospin and Jean-Pierre Raffarin where he was in charge of inter-ministerial 

coordination on European Affairs. He also worked for the Ministry of 

Environment and Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Amman, Jordan. Mr. Eymond-

Laritaz is a French citizen who graduated from the Ecole des Mines de Paris 

and the Corps des Mines. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Valéria FAURE-MUNTIAN is a French politician representing La République 

En Marche! She was elected to the French National Assembly on 18 June 

2017, representing the department of Loire. She is a member of the 

Economic Affairs Committee of the National Assembly. Born in 1984 in Kilia, 

a village in southwestern Ukraine, Ms. Faure-Muntian emigrated to France 

with her family, in Besançon in 1998. In 2005 she became a national of the 

French Republic. She obtained her Bachelor's degree in Accounting 

Management in 2002. Later she joined the Department of Law at the 

University of Franche Comté and obtained a BTS bank insurance in 2007 

from CFA Bank of Strasbourg. Ms. Faure-Muntian successfully held 

positions with Societe Generale, EDF, Auxiliaire Vie BTP and finally 

Groupama, as Customer Manager. In 2016, she joined En Marche!, 

Emmanuel Macron's movement. After having been selected as a legislative 

candidate in May by the national commission of investiture of En Marche!, 

she was elected defeating François Rochebloine, a parliamentarian since 

1988. Ms. Faure-Muntian is married and has two children. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Andrew Michael FAVOROV is the founder and Managing Director of an 

energy development company “Energy Resources of Ukraine” since July 

2014. The company combines over 30 years of international energy 

development and management expertise with in-depth understanding of 

local market. Its objective is to bring best international practices to energy 

investments in Ukraine. Earlier in his career, Mr. Favorov worked as Director 

of Business Development in the “Contourglobal” company in 2009-2010 and 

led business development team through identifying, structuring and 

negotiating preliminary agreements on investments in power sector of 

Ukraine, Turkey, East Africa and Europe. He has also worked at the AES 

Corporation as Director in London, UK, and as Head of Representative 

Office, M&A and Sr. Business Development Director in Moscow, Russia, in 

2006-2009. His working experience also includes such positions, as 

Associate in the “Capitol Health Venture Capital” in Washington, D.C., from 

April 2004 to January 2005, Project Manager in the “Eclipsys Corporation” 

from April 2002 to April 2004, and Informational Technology and Customer 

Service Supervisor in “Ford and Harrison LLP” from October 1999 to April 

2002 in Atlanta, GA. Mr. Favorov graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in 

Science and Psychology from Georgia State University in 1999 and later 

obtained an MBA diploma from Georgetown University’s Robert Emmett 

McDonough School of Business in 2005. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Vitaliy FEDCHUK has been Corporate Engagement and Government Affairs 

Director for Monsanto in Ukraine since 2012. Monsanto is one of the world’s 

leading companies focused on sustainable agricultural solutions. Monsanto 

discovers and delivers innovative agricultural products and integrated 

solutions that support the farmers who feed, fuel and clothe our world. 

Monsanto produces in Ukraine and imports to Ukraine high-quality and high 

yielding oilseed rape, corn, and vegetables seeds of conventional breeding. 

In his current and previous role at British American Tobacco, Mr. Fedchuk 

has been dealing with a wide range of governmental and local stakeholders 

while developing and implementing some key regulatory initiatives and 

managing companies’ Communication and Reputation activities. Prior to 

that, he worked as the Commercial Advisor at the British Embassy in 

Ukraine supporting British businesses in Ukraine and promoting UK exports. 

Currently Mr. Fedchuk serves as the Co-Chair of the Seeds Committee at 

the American Chamber of Commerce in Ukraine and is also a board member 

at GURT Resource Centre, one of the leading Ukrainian NGOs. He 

graduated from the Ternopil Academy of National Economy and received a 

Diploma from the Open University Business School in the United Kingdom. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Volodymyr FESENKO is Сhief Executive Officer of the Center for Political 

Studies “Penta”, Kyiv. Mr. Fesenko has vast professional experience which 

he obtained serving as Associate Professor at the Sociology Department of 

the Vasyl Karazin Kharkiv National University (1999-2001); Program 

Coordinator at the Kharkiv Regional Branch of the International Renaissance 

Foundation (Soros Foundations Network) (1993-1999); Associate Professor 

at the Ukrainian Engineering Pedagogic Academy in Kharkiv (1990-2000). 

Mr. Fesenko’s research interests include the Ukrainian politics and policies, 

Ukraine-Russia relations, political parties and political elites. He has 

authored numerous publications, most prominent of which are the books 

“Ukraine: between Europe and Eurasia”, “Eurasian Integration: The View 

from Within” (2015), co-authored with Piotr Dutkiewicz and Richard Sakwa; 

“Influence of the Electoral System on the Role of Political Parties in the 

Development of Democracy in Ukraine” (2005), and “Can Liberal Pluralism 

be exported? Western Political Theory and Ethnic Relations in Eastern 

Europe” (2001). 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Oleksiy (Alex) FESYK is Director and Partner at Czech Machinery Fund. He 

is responsible for coordinating the process of separating and organizing the 

Czech assets of Czech Machinery Fund into a new entity, establishing and 

applying new corporate standards and regulations and locating and 

evaluating new business and investment opportunities. Mr. Fesyk is also 

Vice Director and Partner at Color Media Group, Czech Republic. 

Previously, he held a number of senior management positions including 

Investment Director at Natland Group, Czech Republic (2006-2014); Partner 

at RED Estates Ltd., Czech Republic (1998-2006), and Director at Fest Ltd., 

Ukraine (1992-1998). Mr. Fesyk graduated from the Military University, 

Ukraine, majoring in Energy and Radio Electronics, in 1991. He fluently 

speaks Ukrainian, Russian, Czech and German. Earlier in his life, Mr. Fesyk 

had an opportunity to study, work, collaborate and socialize with people with 

different backgrounds. Those experiences gave him an irreplaceable global 

oversight and adaptable social and communication skills. Most of Mr. 

Fesyk’s work has been centered on collaboration with anti-monopoly 

agencies regarding mergers and acquisitions; overseeing projects designed 

to boost and/or variate the income of revenue; and divestiture of major 

company assets. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Tomáš FIALA is Chief Executive Officer of Dragon Capital. He has over 

twenty years’ experience in Central and Eastern European securities 

markets. Mr. Fiala started his career at Bayerische Vereinsbank in Prague in 

1994, continuing his studies at the Prague University of Economics. In 1995, 

Mr. Fiala joined Wood & Co., a leading regional investment bank, and was 

sent a year later to Ukraine to establish and run the bank’s office in the 

country. Under his leadership, Wood & Co. became the largest investment 

bank in Ukraine. Following the 1998 financial crisis, he moved to Wood’s 

Warsaw office to launch their online brokerage. In 2000, Mr. Fiala initiated 

the creation of Dragon Capital. Since its foundation, he has been CEO of 

Dragon Capital, building the company into the structure of a leading 

investment bank in Ukraine, which is, at the same time, a trusted financial 

consulting agency for international investors. Mr. Fiala served as the elected 

President of the European Business Association (EBA) in 2010-2015 and 

was again elected to this post in 2016 to lead Ukraine’s top association for 

foreign businesses which united over 900 companies with more than a 

million employees. In October 2016, Tomas was elected to the Board of 

Transparency International Ukraine for a two-year term. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Oleksiy FILATOV is Deputy Head of the Presidential Administration (since 

July 2014). He is responsible for enforcing, at the legislative level, the 

constitutional functions of the President of Ukraine, particularly, in the sphere 

of judiciary, elaboration and implementation of judicial reform. Mr. Filatov is 

also a Member of the International Bar Association, Users' Council of the 

London Court of International Arbitration, Ukrainian Association of 

International Law, Association of Ukrainian Workers, and Kyiv Regional Bar 

Association. In 1993, Mr. Filatov entered the Institute of International 

Relations of Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv. He started legal 

practice in 1996 as an assistant attorney in a law company. In 1998, he 

received a Master's degree in International Law and Spanish Translation. In 

1998-2003, Mr. Filatov was engaged in private legal practice and worked as 

a legal advisor. In 2003, he joined the Law Company “Vasil Kisil & Partners” 

where he became Head of Dispute Resolution Practice in 2007. Mr. Filatov 

has been repeatedly recognized for professional achievements in litigation 

and international arbitration practice by annual international research of 

Chambers Global, Best Lawyers, Legal 500 and others. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Vasyl FILIPCHUK is a top-ranked expert in foreign policy and European 

issues in Ukraine, acclaimed analyst, brilliant speaker and participant of 

Chatham House and Wilton Park events. He is also an experienced diplomat 

and author of the European Integration Strategy of Ukraine, approved by the 

President’s Decree on June 11, 1998. Mr. Filipchuk graduated from 

Chernivtsi State University, Ukraine, in 1993 and the National Academy for 

Public Administration under the President of Ukraine in 1997. He also 

completed postgraduate studies at European Integration Department, 

National Academy for Public Administration under the President of Ukraine. 

Mr. Filipchuk has gained profound experience in governance, management 

and networking. He served as Spokesman (2005-2006) and Director of 

Political Department (2011-2012) at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

Ukraine, and as Director of the EU Integration Department at the Secretariat 

of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine (2012-2013). Since March 2014 Mr. 

Filipchuk has held the post of Senior Advisor at the International Centre for 

Policy Studies (ICPS). He has the third civil service rank and the Envoy 

Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary diplomatic rank of the second 

class. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Illia FILIPOV is a co-founder, CEO, developer and physics teacher at online 

education project EdEra, which aims to bring high quality affordable and 

interesting online education to the Ukrainian people. Also for about 2 years 

he is supporting the OSCE in creating their educational programs advising 

on the development and production of distance-learning courses. Under his 

leadership EdEra became a well-known social start-up with many 

successfully developed projects, such as massive open online courses for 

students, free interactive books on different topics and special educational 

projects. The list of those projects includes, for example, a public project on 

renewing educational programs with the Ministry of Education and video 

recommendations programme for Ukrainian teachers. In 2017 Mr. Filipov 

received an award for the Ukrainian IT industry development. Earlier, in 

2014, he received a Master’s degree in Applied Physics from Department of 

Radiophysics, Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv. During his 

study in the university Mr. Filipov has been working as researcher and 

engineer at the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, Taras 

Shevchenko National University of Kyiv and scientific company Elvatech Ltd. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Yegor FIRSOV is lawyer at the «House of Law» law company. He graduated 

from the Donetsk National University, Department of Law and Economics, 

with a Master’s degree in Law in 2014. From April 2011 to June 2011, Mr. 

Firsov held the position of teacher of history at the secondary school of I-III 

degrees № 4 in the city of Avdiivka. From May 2013 to April 2014, he 

worked as an assistant to on the Ukrainian parliamentarians. During April-

November 2014, Mr. Firsov himself was a Member of Parliament of Ukraine 

of the VII convocation and sat on the Committee on Taxation and Customs 

Policy of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine. In 2014-2016, he was a member 

of the Committee on European Integration of the Verkhovna Rada of 

Ukraine. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Galina FOMENCHENKO is a Senior Political Adviser of the European 

People’s Party based in Brussels. Within the EPP, she is responsible for the 

Eastern Neighbourhood, Council of Europe, and Future of Europe working 

group as well as for dealing with the EPP meetings of the Ministers of 

Foreign Affairs and General Affairs. Prior to this, Ms. Fomenchenko served 

as the press secretary of a political party and was the founder and Deputy 

Director of the Institute of Political Education (IPO) in Kyiv. In 1998-2007, 

she was active in youth politics as an International Secretary for Christian 

Democratic Youth of Ukraine (2001-2005) and Vice-President of the EPP 

Youth (2005-2007). Ms. Fomenchenko holds an MA in Economics and MA in 

International Relations. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Stephane FOUKS is the Vice-President of Havas and Chairman of Havas 

Worldwide. In 1988, Stephane joined RSCG and co-founded “RSCG Public”, 

a Corporate Communication agency. He has developed this agency that has 

since then become Euro RSCG C&O, and conquered the place of the 

leading Corporate & Financial Communication agency in France. In 2003 he 

took the position of CEO in Euro RSCG Worldwide France and became 

Executive Co-Chairman in 2005. Since 2009, he has been Administrator for 

IMAGINE Foundation and for IRIS. Stephane Fouks has also joined the 

Board of Directors of ‘Medecins Sans Frontière’ (Doctors without Borders) in 

2009. In 2011, he became Vice-President of Havas Group. Stephane is an 

experienced international political advisor. He has been an advisor to the 

Polish President Aleksander Kwaśniewski (1995 - 2005) and the former 

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak. He also used to work for the French 

Socialist Party. Mr. Fouks has been a Member of the YES Board and is now 

a member of the Circle of Friends of YES. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Štefan FÜLE is Czech diplomat and politician who currently is the MFA 

Special Envoy for the OSCE. He served as European Commissioner for 

Enlargement and Neighborhood Policy in 2010-2014. His political and 

professional career includes: European Affairs Minister (May 2009-

November 2009); First Deputy Defense Minister (2001-2002); Permanent 

Representative to NATO (2005-2009); Ambassador to the UK (2003-2005) 

and Ambassador to Lithuania (1998-2001). He had served as Director of the 

MFA Departments dealing with multilateral diplomacy and security policy. He 

steered the process of the Czech Republic becoming a NATO Member State 

(1996-1998). While serving at the Czechoslovak/Czech Permanent Mission 

to the UN (1990-2005) he was the Czech Delegation Member and Alternate 

Representative to the UN Security Council (1994-1995). Mr. Füle is a 

member of Steering Board of the Friends of Europe and number of NGOs, 

particularly in the field of security policy. He was educated at Moscow State 

Institute of International Relations (1981-1986) and at Charles University, 

Prague, Department of Philosophy (1980-1981). He attended the UN 

disarmament study program in 1988. Mr. Füle is married and has three 

children. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Michael GAHLER has been a Member of the European Parliament since 

1999 and is currently serving on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, where he 

is the Standing Rapporteur on Ukraine, and the Subcommittee on Security 

and Defense, where he is a spokesperson of the EPP Group. He chairs the 

Delegation for the Relations with the Pan-African Parliament, and holds 

membership in the South Africa Delegation, and Joint Parliamentary 

Assembly Africa Caribbean Pacific (ACP)-EU. Mr. Gahler studied law in 

Germany, with further studies in France, and later joined the Diplomatic 

School of the Foreign Office (1990-1991), after which he spent two years as 

a Desk Officer in the Department of International Environmental Politics. In 

1993-1995, he served as the assistant in the International Office of the 

Christian Democratic Union (CDU). Between 1995 and 1999, again with the 

German Foreign Office, he performed the functions of the Desk Officer for 

the Baltic States and the Council of the Baltic Sea States. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Iryna GERASHCHENKO is a Member of the Parliament of Ukraine and the 

First Deputy Chairperson of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine. Ms. 

Gerashchenko was first elected as a Member of Parliament in 2007 and 

subsequently re-elected in 2012 and 2014. In 2014-2016, she served as 

Chairperson of the Committee on European Integration of the Verkhovna 

Rada of Ukraine working on the issue of harmonizing Ukrainian legislation 

with the European norms and standards. Designated as the President’s 

Commissioner in June 2014, Ms. Gerashchenko has been working to 

promote peaceful settlement of the conflict in the East of Ukraine and to 

create conditions for implementation of the plan of the Ukrainian President to 

peacefully settle the conflict. In May 2015, Ms. Gerashchenko was appointed 

by the President of Ukraine as the Representative of Ukraine in the 

Humanitarian Subgroup of the Trilateral Contact Group to resolve the 

situation in the East of Ukraine, where she was responsible for hostage 

release and effective coordination of humanitarian assistance efforts in 

Donbas. In 1993, Ms. Gerashchenko graduated from Taras Shevchenko 

National University of Kyiv majoring in Journalism. She also holds a Master’s 

degree in Foreign Policy and a degree in Law from Taras Shevchenko 

National University of Kyiv. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Larysa GOLNYK is a judge at the Oktiabrskyi District Court of Poltava, 

Ukraine. She has degrees in History and Law. Ms. Golnyk was appointed as 

a judge in 2010. Currently, her term of office has expired and she has no 

mandate to execute legal proceedings. In the course of discharging her 

functions, Ms. Golnyk considered the case of a corruption offense committed 

by the Mayor of Poltava in 2014. She reported to the law enforcement 

agencies on an attempt to bribe her via an intermediary, and, with their help, 

documented the illegal actions of the aforementioned individuals. As a result, 

the uncompromising judge faced persecution on the part of the city Mayor 

and of the Chairman of Court, where she worked. Abuses at the leadership 

level of the Poltava Prosecutor’s Office resulted in termination of the Mayor’s 

case, and only the intermediary has been brought before the court. Ms. 

Golnyk successfully insisted and brought the aforementioned case before 

the Committee on Corruption Prevention and Counteraction of the 

Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, with the investigation of the Mayor’s crime 

having been renewed by the National Anti-Corruption Bureau of Ukraine. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Vladyslav GOLUB is an independent Member of the Parliament of Ukraine 

since November 2014. He sits on the Committee of Legal Affairs and Justice 

and holds membership in the Parliamentary Delegation to PACE. Previously, 

from March 2014 to July 2014, he served as Deputy Head of Kyiv City State 

Administration. In his career, Mr. Golub also practiced Banking and Finance 

Law in such leading law firms as Baker & McKenzie and Avellum Partners. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Andrey GOROKHOV is Chief Executive Officer of UMG. Mr. Gorokhov has 

been managing UMG since 2009. He has more than fifteen years of 

experience in M&A, investment management, corporate governance and 

finance. Before joining UMG, Mr. Gorokhov worked at United Capital (asset 

management), SCM (asset management), PwC (finance consulting and 

auditing) and the ARBED Group (metal industry). During his career, Mr. 

Gorokhov has gained significant practical experience in investment, mining, 

machinery, transport, energy, metal and other industries. Under Mr. 

Gorokhov’s management, UMG has seen a seven-fold increase in the 

capitalization of its investment portfolio, growing to USD 400 million. Its 

mining business has considerably expanded and optimized and new 

businesses have been added to the company’s portfolio. Mr. Gorokhov is an 

alumnus of two business schools, INSEAD (EMBA, 2008) and Harvard 

Business School (PLD, 2016). 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Judith GOUGH is Her Majesty’s Ambassador to Ukraine since September 

2015. Ms. Gough joined the Foreign and Commonwealth Office in 2001 and 

prior to her appointment to Ukraine was the FCO Director for Eastern Europe 

and Central Asia. She has been engaged with this region for over twenty 

years and previously served as Her Majesty’s Ambassador in Tbilisi. Ms. 

Gough has also served in the British Embassy in Seoul and, prior to joining 

the FCO, gained valuable business experience working as a Consultant at 

Ernst and Young, in Emerging Markets and Financial Services. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Iaroslav GREGIRCHAK is a seasoned lawyer with more than 15 years of 

practical experience in cross-border corporate finance, secured transactions 

as well as in international arbitration and administrative law. At the Business 

Ombudsman Council Mr. Gregirchak leads the team of six investigators. He 

authored BOC’s systemic reports on 5 topics devoted to the following 

challenges with the quality of business environment in Ukraine: 

administering taxes, abuse of powers by law enforcement authorities, 

competition law and policy, getting access to electricity and fighting raiding. 

In 2004-2010 he occupied leading positions with international law firms 

Chadbourne & Parke and Gide Loyrette Nouel. Besides, he possesses 

significant commercial law reform experience gained with the World Bank 

and USAID as the expert in such fields as secured transactions (in Ukraine 

and in Azerbaijan) as well as public finance with emphasis on sub-national 

borrowings and debt. In 1996 Mr. Gregirchak graduated from the 

Department of Law of Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv. In 

2002, he received an LL.M degree from McGill University in Montreal, 

Canada. In 2016 he became a Fellow at the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators 

(London, UK). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Igor GRYNIV is a Ukrainian politician, political strategist, and Advisor to the 

President of Ukraine Petro Poroshenko. He has been a long-serving 

Member of the Parliament of Ukraine (1st, 4th , 6th , 7th, 8th convocations) 

and was Head of the Petro Poroshenko Bloc Faction in the Parliament in 

2016-2017. Mr. Gryniv has started his political activity in 1987. In 1988-1989, 

he headed the NGO “Tovarystvo Leva“ and later became one of the 

founders of the Narodnyi Rukh (People’s Movement) Party. During the 

presidential election campaign in 2004, Mr. Gryniv held the position of 

Deputy Chief of Staff and worked on Viktor Yushchenko’s campaign 

strategy. He became Director of the National Institute for Strategic Studies in 

2005. Mr. Gryniv led Vitali Klitschko’s campaign during the Kyiv mayoral 

elections in 2006, and Petro Poroshenko’s campaign during the presidential 

elections in 2014. In July 2014, he was appointed Deputy Head of 

Presidential Administration of Ukraine. In the Parliament, Mr. Gryniv is 

Deputy Chairman of the Committee on Information and Communication. He 

graduated from the Faculty of Chemistry of the Ivan Franko National 

University of Lviv in 1983. In 1996, he received a second degree from the 

Law Faculty of Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv. In 1992, Mr. 

Gryniv completed the training courses for diplomatic personnel at the 

Institute of International Relations of Taras Shevchenko National University 

of Kyiv. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Kostyantyn GRYSHCHENKO is a Ukrainian diplomat and politician. Since 

the time Ukraine gained independence, Mr. Gryshchenko has served in 

senior positions entailing responsibilities in various domains ranging from 

arms control and regional security to education and public health. He served 

as Vice Prime Minister of Ukraine (2012-2014), Minister of Foreign Affairs of 

Ukraine (2003-2005 and 2010-2012) and First Deputy Secretary of the 

National Security and Defense Council of Ukraine (2008-2010). His 

ambassadorial appointments include the posts of Head of Mission of Ukraine 

to NATO and Ambassador of Ukraine to Belgium, the Netherlands and 

Luxembourg (1998-2000), Ambassador to the United States (2000-2003) 

and Ambassador to the Russian Federation (2008-2010). In addition to his 

service in the Ukrainian government, Mr. Gryshchenko participated in 

personal capacity in a number of high-profile institutions focused chiefly on 

various aspects of regional and international security, e.g. as Deputy Chief 

Inspector for Biological Weapons of the United Nations Special Commission 

in Iraq (UNSCOM) in 1991 and as a Member of Council of Founders, 

Geneva Center for Security, in 1995-1998. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Anatoliy GRYTSENKO is the Leader of a political party “Civic Position” 

(“Hromadyanska Pozytsiya”). He is also an Associate Professor at the 

National University of “Kyiv-Mohyla Academy”. As a Minister of Defense of 

Ukraine, Dr. Grytsenko has accomplished a number of recognized reforms 

aimed at building strong and professional Ukrainian military forces. Among 

his most prominent achievements are drafting a State Program for the 

Development of the Armed Forces of Ukraine for 2006-2011; strengthening 

the Ukrainian military ethos and patriotism; streamlining the command and 

control systems, in particular, creating the Joint Operational Command; 

harmonizing the military logistical system with the modern market economy 

standards etc. He holds a PhD in Technical Sciences and has authored 

more than 100 publications, with some of them being issued in Belgium, the 

Netherlands, the USA, Germany and Switzerland. As Head of Razumkov 

Centre he also led all the projects of the think tank in 2000-2004, which 

included not only defense but also political, economic, social, energy and 

other research areas. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Borys GUDZIAK is Eparch (Bishop) of the Paris Eparchy (Diocese) of St. 

Volodymyr the Great for France, Switzerland and Benelux (Ukrainian Greek 

Catholic Church). He is also the Head of the Department of External Church 

Relations of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, as well as the President 

of the Ukrainian Catholic University, Lviv. Dr. Gudziak was born in 1960 in 

Syracuse, New York. He earned a Doctorate degree in Slavic and Byzantine 

Cultural History at Harvard University in 1992. The same year, he moved to 

Lviv where he founded and directed until 2002 the Institute of Church 

History. From 1995 until 2000 he served as Vice Rector of the Lviv 

Theological Academy and subsequently as Rector from 2000 to 2002. In 

2002, Dr. Gudziak became Rector of the Ukrainian Catholic University taking 

up the position of its President in 2013. In 2012 he was appointed as the 

Bishop for Ukrainian Catholics in France, Belgium, the Netherlands, 

Luxemburg and Switzerland and presently is based in Paris. In 2015 Bishop 

Borys Gudziak became a Cavalier of the Order of Legion of Honor – the 

highest decoration in France. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Stefan GULLGREN is a career diplomat in the Swedish Foreign Service. He 

was Deputy Director-General and Head of the Department for Eastern 

Europe and Central Asia, Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Sweden in 2013-

2017. In 2009-2013, he served as Ambassador of Sweden to Ukraine. From 

2002 to 2009 Ambassador Gullgren worked at the Embassy of Sweden in 

Moscow, first as Counsellor for Political Affairs, then as Minister 

Plenipotentiary and Head of Section for Economic Affairs and Trade, and 

finally as Deputy Head of Mission. He was Desk Officer for Russia at the 

MFA in Stockholm (1998-2002), having previously served at the Embassy of 

Sweden in Moscow (1994-1998) as a Second Secretary (Political Affairs). 

He earned a Master’s in Law (LLM) at Uppsala University, Sweden, in 1994. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Denis GURSKY is founder of the SocialBoost NGO and co-founder of 1991 

Open Data Incubator. Mr. Gursky has initiated and has been actively 

engaged in the Open Data Reform in Ukraine as a public figure since 2013 

and also through the development of the National Open Data Portal. 

Subsequently, he served as Open Data Advisor to the Prime Minister of 

Ukraine and fostered Ukraine’s participation in the Global Open Data Index. 

Currently he is working on open data startups in the fields of agriculture, 

energy and infrastructure within the frameworks of 1991 Open Data 

Incubator. Mr. Gursky also helps to develop a startup ecosystem in Ukraine 

through hackathon series held at SocialBoost and 1991 Open Data 

Incubator and by promoting initiatives among the Parliament’s lobby. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Sergiy GUSOVSKY is a board member of the East Europe Foundation. Mr. 

Gusovsky graduated with distinction from Kyiv Military Aviation Engineering 

Academy in 1988 where he earned a degree in Electrical Engineering. From 

1988 through 1992, he served in the army in a position of science specialist 

at the Gagarin Cosmonauts Training Center (Moscow Oblast, Russia). Upon 

quitting the service in the army in 1992, Mr. Gusovsky returned to Kyiv and 

established a company that was distributing satellite communication systems 

of the Inmarsat consortium. During 1995-2001 he was involved in investment 

and real estate development business in Kyiv. In 1995 he became a co-

founder of the osteria “Pantagruel”. Since 2011 he has been Managing 

Partner of Gusovsky's Restaurants (osteria “Pantagruel”, pizzeria “Napule”, 

cafe “O'café”, boutiquebar “Biancoro”, and restaurant “Shoti”). Mr. Gusovsky 

was elected as a Kyiv City Council Member with the “Samopomich” party in 

2014 and has become the head of its faction. He ran for Kyiv mayor during 

2015 local elections. Since 2015 Gusovsky has been a member of the 

Standing Committee of Kyiv City Council on local government, regional and 

international relations. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Andriy GUTA is a successful entrepreneur involved in creation of business 

value in the IT, food and property development. Mr. Guta is one of the 

founding shareholders in Mriya Agro Holding, where he has held a number 

of positions. From 2005-2011 Mr. Guta occupied a position of Co-Founder 

and Vice-President in Mriya AgroHolding. After leaving Mriya in 2011, he 

focused on building some of the most innovative businesses in IT, 

infrastructure and property development. From 2012, Mr. Guta has been the 

owner of the AIO Ventures Company which invests in and provides IT and 

consulting services to companies with wide range of business directions. 

Since then, Mr. Guta has been responsible for planning, strategy and 

development in his IT business. Mr. Guta was born in 1978 in Ternopil 

Oblast. Being a person ready to walk extra mile to achieve best possible 

result, in 1997 he entered Hogeschool Utrecht University of Applied 

Sciences, International Economy, in Netherlands, where he graduated as 

the Master of International Economy in 2005. Mr. Guta has a spouse, two 

daughters and two sons. In addition to Ukrainian, his native language, he 

also speaks English and German. His area of interests includes strategic 

planning, snowboarding, and travelling. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Iryna GUTSAL is Director of the International Charity Fund «Ukrainian 

Philanthropic Marketplace» ubb.org.ua, the largest Ukrainian platform for 

online giving, which links social and charity projects with donors and 

businesses. Also, the platform provides a unique service to businesses 

helping to implement charity projects into CSR strategies. Ms. Gutsal is 

responsible for strategy development, fund project management, 

development and implementation of new projects and areas of activity of the 

fund, fundraising, and communication with partners. The main goals for her 

as the Director of “Ukrainian Philanthropic Marketplace” are increasing the 

credibility of the charitable organizations, learning of the transparency and 

accountability and changing the attitude to the Philanthropy at the national 

level. Before leading ubb.org.uа, she was a part of the team of Victor 

Pinchuk’s Foundation. She directly oversaw the largest privately funded 

Ukrainian scholarship initiative Zavtra UA. This initiative of Victor Pinchuk’s 

Foundation was established to support young talented Ukrainian students. 

Ms. Gutsal has a Master’s degree in Political Science/International 

Relations. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Martin HAGSTRÖM is the Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 

Sweden to Ukraine. Mr. Hagström was appointed Ambassador of Sweden to 

Ukraine and arrived in Kyiv in September 2016. A career diplomat, Mr. 

Hagström served as Ambassador for the Eastern Partnership at the Ministry 

for Foreign Affairs of Sweden in Stockholm in 2013-2016. Before that, he 

served as Head of Division for Eastern Europe at the Ministry from 2010 to 

2013. His previous diplomatic postings include the Permanent 

Representation of Sweden to the European Union and the Consulate 

General of Sweden in Saint Petersburg, Russia. Before joining the 

diplomatic service, Mr. Hagström worked as a journalist. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Vadym HALAICHUK is Partner at Hillmont Partners. Mr. Halaichuk is an 

attorney-at-law and an expert on constitutional, administrative and election 

law. In 2011 he became Managing Partner at Moor & Partners, responsible 

for managing the team of fifteen attorneys. Previously he worked as an in-

house legal counsel for the political party “Our Ukraine”, participating in 

numerous observation missions in Ukraine and abroad. He is the Deputy 

Head of Committee on Constitutional and Administrative law in the Ukrainian 

Bar Association. In 2012 he obtained a certificate for Corporate Social 

Responsibility from the Swedish Institute Management Program. Mr. 

Halaichuk graduated from the law faculty of Taras Shevchenko National 

University in Kyiv and completed his Master’s degree at Michigan State 

University (USA). 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Oleksiy HARAN is a Professor of Political Science at the National University 

of “Kyiv-Mohyla Academy”. In 1991-1994, he founded and led the 

Department of Social Sciences at the reborn National University of “Kyiv-

Mohyla Academy”. Since 2015, Professor Haran has also served as 

Research Director at the Democratic Initiatives Foundation. He is the editor 

of such works as "Transformations of Public Attitudes under Conditions of 

Russia’s Aggression in Donbas: Regional Dimensions" (2017), "Ukraine in 

Europe: Questions and Answers" (2009), "The Ukrainian Left: Between 

Leninism and Social Democracy" (2000), and "Russia and Ukraine: Ten 

Years of Transformation" (Moscow 2003). His comments have appeared in 

The New York Times, The Financial Times, Gazeta Wyborcza and many 

other media. Professor Haran graduated from Taras Shevchenko State 

University of Kyiv in 1981 and subsequently received his PhD degree in 

International Relations in 1985 and a postdoctoral degree in Contemporary 

History in 1996. Since 1989, Professor Haran has been discharging advisory 

functions for the arrangement of electoral campaigns as well as for political, 

economic, and media players. As a political scientist, Professor Haran spent 

several weeks at the frontline near Mariupol, Luhansk, and the Donetsk 

airport. He holds membership in the Council on National Unity under 

President of Ukraine and takes part in the Washington-based Program on 

New Approaches to Research and Security (PONARS-Eurasia). 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Melinda HARING is the Editor of the UkraineAlert blog, which is the Atlantic 

Council’s most popular publication. Its articles are regularly republished by 

Newsweek, Kyiv Post, Novoe Vremya, Huffington Post, Real Clear Defense, 

and World Affairs Journal. Ms. Haring is a longtime observer of political 

developments in the Eurasia region, and her analysis has been featured in 

The Washington Post, Foreign Policy, Newsweek, The Kyiv Post, and PRI, 

and broadcast and published by NPR, Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, and 

Voice of America. She is also the author of the report Reforming the 

Democracy Bureaucracy and a contributor to Does Democracy Matter? 

(Rowman & Littlefield, 2017). Ms. Haring has worked for Eurasia Foundation, 

Freedom House, and the National Democratic Institute, where she has 

managed democracy assistance programs in Azerbaijan, Georgia, and 

Russia. A graduate of Georgetown University's Democracy and Governance 

Program, she holds an MA in Government with a certificate in Russian, 

Eurasian, and East European Studies. Ms. Haring is a member of the board 

of East Europe Foundation in Kyiv, Ukraine, and a fellow at the Foreign 

Policy Research Institute. She is a term member of the Council on Foreign 

Relations. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

James HART is Partner at Hillmont Partners, a leading Ukrainian law firm. 

He began his career in Ultra High Net Worth private banking as a 

relationship manager for Russia/CIS in Standard Bank Plc’s Family Office 

team in London. From 2011 to 2015 he was a member of the management 

board of one of the largest alcohol producers in Russia/CIS. Mr. Hart is a 

board member of a number of European companies and a member of the 

Supervisory Committee of the Alliance for Public Health in Ukraine, one of 

the country’s largest charities. He was educated at Eton College and then 

Durham University where he graduated with First Class Honours in Russian 

and French. He holds an Executive MBA from London Business School. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Victor HARTWALL is Chairman of the Board of K.Hartwall Invest. The 

company’s family office was founded in 2000, and Mr. Hartwall became its 

Managing Director. He currently holds board positions in several of the 

family's companies, for example, K.Hartwall Oy Ab, Diamond Beverages Oy 

Ab and Inkerman. Mr. Hartwall faced new challenges and tasks when, over 

ten years ago, the family founded a Ukraine-based real estate company, HT 

Property Development, with Leopolis Hotel being one of the family’s 

investments. Mr. Hartwall was born in 1966 and has worked in several of the 

family's companies after graduating with a Master's degree in Economics 

from the Hanken School of Economics in 1992. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Charles HENDRY MP (Prof.) is a Consultant at Vitol. Mr. Hendry was 

Conservative Member of Parliament for Wealden from 2001-2015 and 

Minister of State for Energy from May 2010 until September 2012. He 

previously served as the Conservative Party’s spokesman on energy issues 

in 2005-2010. On leaving Ministerial office, the Prime Minister appointed him 

as his Trade Envoy to Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan, a role he 

continued until leaving the Parliament in 2015. He is a Commissioner of the 

UK Pavilion at Expo 2017 in Kazakhstan on the theme of Future Energy. 

Since leaving Ministerial office, he has been appointed as Visiting Professor 

at the University of Edinburgh Business School, President of the British 

Institute of Energy Economics, and Patron of the Nuclear Institute. He works 

extensively in the energy sector, having been Chairman of the Forewind 

Consortium (Statoil, Statkraft, SSE and RWE) in 2013-2015, securing 

consent to build the world’s largest offshore wind farm in the North Sea and 

an adviser on a possible electricity interconnector between Iceland and the 

United Kingdom. He is an adviser to Vitol, AECOM and London Oil & Gas. 

Mr. Hendry was educated at the University of Edinburgh, where he received 

an Honours Degree in Business Studies (B. Comm). He is a University 

Regent and also an Honorary Fellow of the Energy Institute. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

John HERBST is Director of the Dinu Patriciu Eurasia Center at the Atlantic 

Council. Prior to that, he worked as Director of the Center for Complex 

Operations at National Defense University. Ambassador Herbst retired from 

the Foreign Service at the Department of State in 2010 with the rank of 

Career Minister following a thirty-one-year career. Most of his career was 

devoted to work on Eurasia and the Middle East. In his last four years at 

State, Ambassador Herbst served as Coordinator for Reconstruction and 

Stabilization (S/CRS). He oversaw the creation of the Civilian Response 

Corps, an interagency group of over 1000 civil servants trained and ready to 

deploy quickly to crises abroad. Under his management, S/CRS’s initially 

provisional position in the Department was made permanent by inclusion in 

the State Department budget and the S/CRS budget grew from 

approximately $6 million to over $150 million. He served as the U.S. 

Ambassador to Ukraine in 2003-2006. In that capacity, Ambassador Herbst 

worked to enhance U.S-Ukrainian relations and ensure the conduct of a fair 

Ukrainian presidential election. He also worked to prevent a violent 

crackdown on the Orange Revolution. Earlier, he was the U.S. Ambassador 

to Uzbekistan, where he played a critical role in the establishment of an 

American base to facilitate the conduct of the Operation “Enduring Freedom” 

in Afghanistan. Ambassador Herbst also promoted U.S.-Uzbek relations, in 

part by encouraging the government in Tashkent to improve its human rights 

record. He also served as the U.S. Consul General in Jerusalem, the U.S. 

envoy to Yasir Arafat and the Palestinian Authority. Ambassador Herbst has 

written widely on Ukraine, Russia and Central Asia, and on stability 

operations, the Arab Spring and social media, and Eurasian security. His op-

eds and articles have appeared in The New York Times, The Washington 

Post, The International Herald Tribune, The Atlantic, Foreign Policy, The 

Wall Street Journal, The American Interest, The National Interest and Radio 

Free Europe/Radio Liberty. He has also appeared frequently on NBC, FOX, 

BBC, C-SPAN, CNN Bloomberg TV, Canadian TV and Al Jazeera. 

Ambassador Herbst has received two Presidential Distinguished Service 

Awards, the Secretary of State’s Career Achievement Award, the State 

Department’s Distinguished Honor Award, and the Chairman of the Joint 

Chiefs of Staff Distinguished Civilian Service Award. A widower, 

Ambassador Herbst has five children and six grandchildren. 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Yevhen HLIBOVYTSKY is Strategic Advisor and Nestor Group member. He 

researches social values and how they affect institutional development in 

Ukraine and other countries of the former Soviet region. Mr. Hlbiovytsky is a 

founder of pro.mova, a think-tank and a consulting company. Previously, he 

served as a member of Univska Group, which developed a strategic vision 

for Lviv (2007-2011) and as OSCE expert in countries of Central Asia and 

the Caucasus (2006-2013). He is a member of the supervisory boards of the 

Ukrainian Public Service Broadcast and hromadske.ua. Mr. Hlbiovytsky co-

authored the concepts for hromadske.tv (2013), and 5 kanal (2002). Mr. 

Hlbiovytsky also teaches strategy as guest lecturer of various managerial 

programs at the Ukrainian Catholic University. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Jonathan HOLSLAG is a Professor of International Politics, Special Advisor 

to the First Vice-President of the European Commission, Postdoctoral Fellow 

of the Research Foundation Flanders, and lecturer at various defense 

colleges. He has a column in newspapers and magazines, such as Knack 

and de Volkskrant, and has published widely on geopolitics. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Serhii HORBATIUK is Head of the Directorate (initially Department) of 

Special Investigations at the Prosecutor General’s Office of Ukraine since 

December 2014. He is responsible for investigation of crimes committed 

during the events of the Revolution of Dignity (November 2013-February 

2014) as well as for the investigation of corruption crimes, including those 

involving misappropriation of state property and bribery committed by senior 

public officials in the period of 2010-2014. In addition to the investigative 

activities, together with the Directorate's staff Mr. Horbatiuk has been 

involved in the work on reforming the public prosecutor's agencies and 

improving current legislation in the sphere of criminal law and procedure. 

Until spring 2014 Mr. Horbatiuk worked as an investigator who climbed the 

career ladder and became a senior investigator in particularly important 

cases of the Prosecutor General's Office of Ukraine, where he has been 

working for more than ten years. Mr. Horbatiuk graduated from the Ivan 

Franko National University of Lviv with a degree in Law in 1995. After that he 

started his career path in the system of public prosecution agencies. Since 

August 1996 he has been conducting the work at the public prosecutor's 

office connected with carrying out pre-trial investigations. Mr. Horbatiuk was 

born in the village of Staryi Ostropil in Kmelnytskyi oblast. He is married and 

has a son. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Volodymyr HORBULIN is a celebrated Ukrainian statesman, politician and 

scientist, Dr. Eng., professor and academician. Dr. Horbulin is Director of the 

National Institute for Strategic Studies under the President of Ukraine (since 

2014) and First Vice-President of the National Academy of Sciences of 

Ukraine (since 2015). Previously he served as Secretary of the National 

Security and Defense Council of Ukraine (1994-1999, 2006), Director of the 

Institute of National Security Problems of Ukraine (2003-2010), and Adviser 

to several Presidents of Ukraine. Dr. Horbulin was one of the authors of the 

National Security and Defense Concept of Ukraine, Strategy of National 

Security of Ukraine, Law “On Fundamentals of National Security of Ukraine”, 

State Program of Building and Development of Armed Forces of Ukraine, 

Concept of Structural Reorganization of Military-Industrial Complex of 

Ukraine and many others documents. As Director General of the National 

Space Agency of Ukraine (1992-1994), he managed the development and 

implementation of the first National Space Program of Ukraine. Dr. Horbulin 

founded the National Centre of Euro-Atlantic Integration of Ukraine (2003). 

In the 1960-80s he worked at the Yuzhnoye Design Bureau (Dnipro) where 

he was involved in the development of strategic rocket systems and 

spacecraft, and later coordinated rocket-and-space and aircraft equipment 

development programs at the republican level. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Vazil HUDÁK joined the European Investment Bank as Vice-President at the 

beginning of October, 2016. Prior to this office, he was appointed as the 

Chief Negotiator of the EU Budget during the Slovak Presidency of the 

Council of the European Union. He has served as Minister of Economy of 

the Slovak Republic from 2015 until 2016. Before this, he was State 

Secretary of the Ministry of Finance and Representative of the Slovak 

Republic on the Board of Governors in the European Stability Mechanism. 

He was also Industry Head for Public Sector of Eastern Europe in J.P. 

Morgan Chase and has worked for the Citi Group and EastWest Institute in 

U.S and Europe. Mr. Hudák started his career at the Federal Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of Czechoslovakia. He studied at the Moscow State Institute 

of International Relations in Moscow, Charles University in Prague and 

Harvard Business School. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Alexander HUG is Principal Deputy Chief Monitor of the OSCE Special 

Monitoring Mission to Ukraine (SMM) since the inception of the SMM. Before 

being appointed to his current position, he was a Section Head and a Senior 

Adviser to the OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities. Mr. Hug, a 

trained lawyer, served as an Officer in the Swiss Army, including a stint as 

the regional commander of the Swiss Headquarters Support Unit for the 

OSCE in northern Bosnia and Herzegovina. He also worked for the OSCE 

Mission in Kosovo, the Temporary International Presence in Hebron, and the 

EU Rule of Law Mission in Kosovo. Mr. Hug graduated from the Faculty of 

Law at the Fribourg University with a Master I degree in Law (LL.M) in 2000, 

and, subsequently, in 2005 he obtained a Master II degree in Law (LL.M) 

from the Faculty of Criminal Law and Human Rights at the King's College, 

University of Aberdeen. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Andy HUNDER is President of the American Chamber of Commerce in 

Ukraine. Mr. Hunder is a native Londoner, who over the past two decades 

has become a recognised leading specialist in Public Affairs, 

Communications and Government Relations in Ukraine. On April 15, 2015 

he was appointed President of the American Chamber of Commerce in 

Ukraine. In 1997 Mr. Hunder was a TV presenter on a leading Ukrainian 

television channel. For seven years he headed the Public Relations 

department at Ukrainian Mobile Communications (now Vodafone Ukraine) 

and in 2004 was appointed External Affairs and Communications Manager 

at GlaxoSmithKline with responsibility for Ukraine, Central Asia and the 

Caucasus. He later launched the London office of Ukrainian law firm 

Magisters and later Sayenko Kharenko, where he also headed the 

Government Relations practice. The Ukrainian law firms in London served as 

conduits to service multinational clients investing in Ukraine. In 2010 Mr. 

Hunder was appointed as the Director of the Ukrainian Institute in London 

and was a regular commentator on Ukrainian current affairs in the global 

media. During 2014 he was interviewed live more than 100 times on top 

international TV and Radio stations, including the BBC, CNN, Sky News, 

Bloomberg TV, ITV, Al Jazeera and others. He has spoken on Ukrainian 

current affairs issues at the Houses of Parliament, House of Lords, Oxford 

University, London School of Economics and University College London. Mr. 

Hunder studied Philosophy and Theology in Rome, Italy. He speaks fluent 

English, Ukrainian, Russian and Italian. Andy is married and with his wife 

has two sons. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Maria IONOVA is a Member of the Parliament of Ukraine. Ms. Ionova began 

her political career in 2005 as a consultant at the Presidential Administration. 

From 2008 to 2012, she served as a member of the Kyiv City Council. Ms. 

Ionova was elected to the Verkhovna Rada in 2012, and reelected during the 

snap elections in 2014. She has consistently worked on the issues of 

European integration as Deputy Chair of the Committee on European 

Integration. In addition, Ms. Ionova is a substitute member of the Ukrainian 

delegation to PACE and a member of the EU-Ukraine Parliamentary 

Association Committee. Together with her colleagues from the Equal 

Opportunities Inter-Faction Union, she has been working on legislation to 

promote women’s rights, preventing and combating domestic violence, and 

protecting children. During the war in the East of Ukraine, Ms. Ionova has 

strived to enhance the observance of the rights of internally displaced 

persons, particularly, women and children, through the advancement of 

Ukraine’s legislation. Furthermore, she regularly joins European partners in 

visiting the contact line zone in Eastern Ukraine. Ms. Ionova also cooperates 

with volunteers who collect and deliver humanitarian aid to the war-affected 

areas. She received her MA in Public Administration from the National 

Academy for Public Administration under the President of Ukraine. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Luc JACOBS is Ambassador of Belgium to Ukraine who presented his 

credentials to President Petro Poroshenko on 11 September 2014. Prior to 

his assignment in Ukraine he was Director for Economic and Monetary 

Union, European Budget and European Social, Environmental and Cohesion 

Policy at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Brussels. Ambassador Jacobs 

entered the Foreign Service in 1986. He was assigned as Deputy Head of 

Mission in Dublin (1988-1991), Ottawa (1991-1995) and Prague (1995-1999) 

before returning to Brussels on a first home posting as Head of Unit for 

bilateral relations with the then EU-candidate countries (1999-2002). During 

the Belgian Presidency of the EU in the second half of 2001 he was also in 

charge of the negotiations leading up to the EU-Ukraine summit in Yalta and 

the EU-Russia summit in Brussels. From 2002 until 2007 Ambassador 

Jacobs held various positions at the Permanent Representation of Belgium 

to the EU, interrupted for one year when serving as an Advisor to the Belgian 

Secretary of State for European Affairs. In 2007-2011 he served as a 

Consul-General in Casablanca. Ambassador Jacobs holds a Master’s 

degree in Law from the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven and a post-graduate 

Master’s degree in Social Law from the Vrije Universiteit Brussel. He is 

married and has five children. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Taras KACHKA is Deputy Executive Director of the International 

Renaissance Foundation, expert in international law, has extensive 

experience in the private sector, international organizations and government, 

where he negotiated on behalf of Ukraine the Association Agreement with 

the European Union. In 2014-2015, Mr. Kachka held the position of Vice 

President of Strategic Development at the American Chamber of Commerce 

in Ukraine. In 2011 he headed the Department of Foreign Economic 

Relations of the Ministry of Agrarian Policy and Food of Ukraine. He has also 

worked in the Department for Legal Approximation of the Ministry of Justice 

of Ukraine. Mr. Kachka graduated from the National School of Public 

Administration in Warsaw (Poland) and Taras Shevchenko National 

University of Kyiv with a Master’s degree in International Law. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Satu KAHKONEN is the World Bank Country Director for Belarus, Moldova, 

and Ukraine as of July 25, 2016. Ms. Kahkonen oversees the Bank’s 

program in the three countries and leads policy dialogue with government 

counterparts, civil society and other partners. Prior to this position, she was 

Director of the Macroeconomics and Fiscal Management Global Practice at 

the World Bank Group, which comprises over 350 staff with expertise in 

macroeconomics, fiscal policy, growth and statistics. Here, she oversaw 

operation of the Practice in Europe and Central Asia, East Asia and Pacific, 

as well as South Asia. Ms. Kahkonen was a Sector Manager in the Poverty 

Reduction and Economic Management unit. The cluster focused on 

economic policy management and covered 18 countries of East and South 

East Europe—new EU Member States and Western Balkans states—as well 

as some other Eurozone countries. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Paramjit KAHLON is Vice President of ArcelorMittal, a Member of the 

Group Management Committee, and Chief Executive Officer of ArcelorMittal 

CIS (ArcelorMittal Kryvyi Rih, Ukraine and ArcelorMittal Temirtau, 

Kazakhstan) since May 2016. Mr. Kahlon joined the group in 2008 as 

General Manager responsible for implementing projects and developing a 

strategy for ArcelorMittal Kryviy Rih, Ukraine. In July 2010, he was promoted 

to the position of Chief Technical Officer and, subsequently, of Chief 

Operating Officer. Mr. Kahlon started his career in the project management 

in 1993 working in the steel industry. In 1995, he moved to a senior role at 

SMS Siemag. In 2001, he took up the position of a Senior Project Manager 

at Danieli & Co, Italy. Mr. Kahlon graduated from Haryana Institute of 

Engineering in India with the specialization in Mechanical Engineering and 

holds a Bachelor’s degree in Metallurgy from the Indian Institute of Metals. 

He also has a Certificate in Computer Engineering from Indira Gandhi Open 

University. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Anna KALYNCHUK is a member of the Civic Lustration Committee since 

2017. She is also a lawyer's assistant at the Legal Company «Capital» 

where she started to work as a junior lawyer in 2014. Before that she served 

as a volunteer legal advisor in legal aid clinic «Pro Bono» in Ostroh for three 

years. After obtaining her Bachelor’s degree in Law, Ms. Kalynchuk 

undertook internship at PJSC "Ukrnafta" for two and a half months. In 2015 

she obtained a Master's degree in Law from the National University of 

Ostroh Academy and began her career at the Ministry of Justice of Ukraine, 

Department of Lustration. From November 2016 to May 2017 she was 

temporarily discharging the responsibilities of the Head of Department. In 

2016 Ms. Kalynchuk participated in Open University of Reforms 3.0., the 

educational project of the Center for Democracy and Rule of Law and the 

Reanimation Package of Reforms. Since 2004, she has also held 

membership in NSOU “Plast”. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Adrian KARATNYCKY is Senior Fellow at the Atlantic Council of the U.S. 

where he directs the “Ukraine in Europe” program. He is also Managing 

Director of Myrmidon Group LLC, an international consultancy specializing in 

Central and Eastern Europe. For more than a decade he was president of 

Freedom House and had earlier served as Assistant to the President of the 

AFL-CIO responsible in the 1980s for assistance to the underground 

opposition movements of Central and Eastern Europe. Mr. Karatnycky has 

served as director Council on Foreign Relations Task Force on the U.S. and 

the U.N. and was the co-director of the first World Forum on Democracy. For 

over a decade, he headed Freedom House’s survey of Freedom in the World 

and developed and supervised the Nations in Transit survey that annually 

monitors the post-Communist transition. Mr. Karatnycky, the co-author and 

editor of over 20 books on East European and human rights topics, is widely 

published in Foreign Affairs magazine, Wall Street Journal, Washington 

Post, New York Times and other periodicals. A specialist on Ukraine and 

Russia, he appears regularly on MSNBC's The Last Word with Lawrence 

O'Donnell. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Laurynas KASCIUNAS is a Member of the Parliament of Lithuania with the 

Homeland Union – Lithuanian Christian Democrats Party (since October 

2016). He sits on the parliamentary Committee on National Security and 

Defense. Mr. Kasčiūnas studied at Vilnius University and holds a Doctorate 

Degree in Political Science (2012). Prior to that, he worked as a lecturer at 

the Institute of International Relations and Political Science of Vilnius 

University, and held a position of a Foreign Policy Advisor to the Speaker of 

the Lithuanian Parliament. In addition, in 2012-2016, he also served as 

Director of the Eastern Europe Studies Centre. Having the wealth of political 

experience, Mr. Kasčiūnas has set the consolidation and strengthening of 

the Lithuanian political and military stance as his main political goal. Mr. 

Kasčiūnas has commented extensively on various political issues and 

contributed to numerous articles in international publications. He is also 

actively engaged in public life holding membership in Ronald Reagan 

Freedom Centre and the Young Christian Democrats organization. He 

speaks Lithuanian, English, Russian and German. Mr. Kasčiūnas’ hobbies 

include football, book-reading, and fishing. He is married and has four 

children. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Peter KEREKGYARTO has been appointed as General Director of Shell 

Retail Ukraine in April 2016. Mr. Kerekgyarto has also assumed the role of a 

Country Chair being responsible for strategic coordination of all Shell 

businesses and representing company’s interests to key stakeholders. He 

also leads Retail business focusing on business development, operational 

excellence and standards compliance. Mr. Kerekgyarto was born in 1969 in 

Hungary. He has an MBA from Corvinus University of Budapest. He also 

graduated from the Budapest Business School. Mr. Kerekgyarto joined Shell 

in 1996 and for twenty years he has performed senior roles in Central & 

Eastern Europe (CEE) region in the areas of operational excellence, brand 

and product marketing, supply chain management, commercial sales, 

business controls and compliance accountability. Prior to the assignment at 

Shell Ukraine, he held the position of Operations Manager CEE Region 

which covered the respective responsibilities across seven countries. Mr. 

Kerekgyarto is married and has two children. His hobbies are playing 

football, biking, fishing, skiing and skating. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Johannes KERT, Lt.Gen., is a Member of the Estonian Parliament where he 

sits on the Defense Committee and Committee on European Affairs, and 

chairs the parliamentary group of friends of Ukraine. Dr. Kert started his 

service in the Soviet Army in 1983 and, subsequently, joined the Armed 

Forces of the Estonian Republic as the Commander of 1st Infantry Battalion. 

In 1993, he was appointed to the position of Commander of Estonian 

Defense League and, from 1996 to 2000, served as the Commander of 

Estonian Defense Forces. In 2001, Dr. Kert became the Commander of Land 

Forces of Estonia, and starting from 2002 and until 2008, served as the 

Military Representative of Estonia to the NATO Military Committee. After his 

retirement from military service in 2008, Dr. Kert worked as an Advisor at the 

Ministry of Defense. In 2014, he was elected to the Estonian Parliament with 

the Liberal Democratic Party (Estonian Reform Party). Dr. Kert was born in 

Petsery, Russian Federation, in 1959. In 1981, he graduated from the 

University of Tartu. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Michael E. KIRST is Vice President for Strategy and External Affairs for 

Europe, the Middle East and Africa. Mr. Kirst’s prior roles in Westinghouse 

include Vice President for Central and Eastern Europe; Director, Central and 

Eastern European Fuel for Westinghouse’s European Fuel Business, and 

Director, Government and International Affairs for Westinghouse in 

Washington D.C. Prior to joining Westinghouse in 1996, Mr. Kirst was 

Director of the Economic Committee of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly in 

Brussels, Belgium responsible for advising members of parliament from the 

NATO member nations and representing the Atlantic Alliance in international 

fora and throughout the former Soviet Union. Mr. Kirst began his career as a 

Legislative Aide to Congressman Leon E. Panetta where he was in charge 

of issues within the jurisdictions of the Budget, Banking and Energy and 

Commerce Committees. He is also a member of the Executive Committee 

and Board of Directors of the US-Ukraine Business Council and a member of 

the Nuclear New Build Working Group of FORATOM in Brussels. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Anatole KLEPATSKY is one of the most experienced Ukrainian M&A 

professionals and CEO of Altius. Over 35 transactions with total value in 

excess of $1.5 billion were managed and successfully completed under his 

leadership. Mr. Klepatsky is also Vice-Chair of The Aspen Institute Kyiv, a 

non-partisan organization that promotes value-based leadership, culture of 

dialogue and contribution to public policies. He is currently serving on the 

Board of Novicol Holding International, a Canadian Life Science company 

with operations in China, involved in development and commercialization of 

innovative products helping to prevent spread of HIV and sexually 

transmitted diseases. Mr. Klepatsky started his professional career in 1994 

with Credit Commercial de France (CCF), working on the implementation of 

the mass privatization program, and various M&A deals in Ukraine. In 2000, 

he joined Golden Gate Business as Head of the M&A department where 

subsequently he became CEO and partner in 2004. In 2013, M&A activities 

of Golden Gate Business were rebranded under the name Altius. Mr. 

Klepatsky was born in Kyiv in 1973. He received his first Master’s degree in 

English and French Linguistics in 1995 and the second one in Banking and 

Economics in 1998. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Jacek KLUCZKOWSKI is an expert in East European and Central Asian 

affairs. Since October 2015 he has been a Coordinator for Ukrainian Issues 

at the Institute for Eastern Studies in Warsaw. He is a graduate of history 

class at the University of Lodz (1981). In 1979-1994, Mr. Kluczkowski was a 

journalist in Lodz and Warsaw; he later worked as a correspondent of the 

Polish newspaper in Kyiv (1992 – 1994). From 1995 until 2001 he worked as 

an Advisor to Aleksander Kwaśniewski, the President of Poland. Later in 

2001 he became Head of the Polish Know How Foundation. In 2004-2005, 

Mr. Kluczkowski held office of the Parliamentary Secretary of the Polish 

government and the Coordinator of Advisory Team to Prime Minister Marek 

Belka. During the Orange Revolution in Kyiv in 2004-2005, he led a group of 

Polish diplomats and experts involved in international mediation. He served 

as the Ambassador of Poland to Ukraine in 2005-2010, and later to 

Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan in 2011-2015. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Oleksandr KOGUT is Director of Regulatory Affairs at JSC “Kyivstar”. Mr. 

Kogut is responsible for the development of the direction of interaction with 

the state, as well as for the development, implementation and coordination 

of the implementation of policies and procedures in the field of regulatory 

support. He previously worked for Japan Tobacco International, where he 

held the position of Director of the Department of Corporate Affairs and 

Communications for eight years. Before that, Mr. Kogut held various auditor 

positions with Deloitte and Touche and was in charge of developing 

business and communications. He graduated from the Kyiv State University 

of Trade and Economics and from the Chartered Institute of Management 

Accountants (CIMA), UK, with Business Accounting Qualification. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Igor KOGUT is Director of USAID Program “RADA: Responsible 

Accountable Democratic Assembly”. He also holds the position of the Co-

Founder and Honorary Director of the Ukrainian School of Political Studies. 

Since March 2015 he has been a Member of the Constitutional Commission 

under the President of Ukraine. Prior to that, Mr. Kogut served as Chairman 

of the Board of the Agency for Legislative Initiatives. He also served as a 

consultant to the Council of Europe and Office for Democratic Institutions 

and Human Rights on civil involvement in the political decision-making. In 

2012-2013, Mr. Kogut held membership in the Constitutional Assembly and 

Council for Civil Society Development. In 2012, he co-chaired the Eastern 

Partnership Civil Society Forum. During the elections of 2012 and 2014 he 

held the office of Chairman of the Supervisory Board of the National Exit 

Poll. During the parliamentary elections of 2002, 2004, 2006 and 2007 Mr. 

Kogut coordinated monitoring and public awareness campaigns. Earlier, in 

1997-2002 he worked as an adviser to one of the parliamentary factions in 

the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine. In addition to his public service, Mr. Kogut 

has been working in leading Ukrainian think-tanks since 1995. He holds a 

Master’s degree in Political Science from the National University of “Kyiv-

Mohyla Academy” where he also is a Senior Lecturer. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Svitlana KOLODII is a coordinator of GoEast, an initiative which aims to 

develop and support community projects and organizations in eastern 

Ukraine, at the NGO Global Office. Also, she works as an individual mentor 

for social start-ups and has her own course about fundraising at Creative 

Management Camp. Ms. Kolodii has worked at media and non-governmental 

organizations, a coffee shop, a charity store and product companies. Also, 

she has organized TEDx events in Donetsk and Kyiv. Ms. Kolodii was born 

in Antratsyt, Luhansk oblast, a small town that is now an occupied territory. 

She is one of the 1.5 million IDPs (internally displaced person) and has lived 

in Kyiv for the past 3 years. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Alexander KOLYANDR is Credit Suisse's senior economist in Moscow, 

where he is responsible for political and economic developments in the 

region. Mr. Kolyandr joined the bank in 2015 after seventeen years in 

journalism, covering Russia, Ukraine, the FSU and their economic issues for 

the BBC, Dow Jones Newswires and the Wall Street Journal. His role in the 

bank is to provide a political and macroeconomic view and outlook both 

inside the lender and for dozens of outside clients, including all the major 

global investment funds in Europe and the US. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Olena KONDRATIUK is a Member of the Parliament of Ukraine elected in 

2007, 2012 and 2014, and a member of the “Batkivshchyna” Party Faction in 

the Parliament. She serves as Secretary of the Committee on Freedom of 

Speech and Information Policy and Substitute Member of the Permanent 

Delegation to the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly. Ms. Kondratiuk is also Co-

Chair of the Equal Opportunities Inter-Faction Union which she and her 

colleagues founded in December 2011 with a vision to ensure equal rights 

for men and women in various spheres of social and political life. She is a 

leading expert in public relations and advertising. Ms. Kondratiuk authored a 

number of legislative initiatives aimed at strengthening safeguards for 

freedom of speech in Ukraine, counteracting censorship, and providing 

unrestricted mass-media activities during the elections in 2009, 2010, 2012, 

and 2014. In 1993, Ms. Kondratiuk graduated from Ivan Franko State 

University of Lviv. She holds a PhD in History. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Mykola KOVAL is a co-founder and CEO of Ukrainian cyber-security 

company CyS Centrum LLC and representative of CyS-CERT. He has been 

involved in investigation of various accidents in the filed since 2010 serving 

at CERT-UA until 2015. Currently he and his team track threats related to 

the Ukrainian cyberspace, from cyber-espionage to cyber-crime. Mr. Koval 

has also presented his speeches at FIRST, DCC, SECURE, UISGCON, 

TEISS and other conferences. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Vitalii KOVALCHUK is First Deputy Head at the Administration of the 

President of Ukraine since 2014 responsible for supervising regional policy 

and regional human resources matters. In 2016 Mr. Kovalchuk also 

appointed as Presidential Representative in the Cabinet of Ministers 

additionally monitoring the economic block of matters. He started his public 

career as a representative of Holosiivskyy district in the Kyiv city council. In 

April 2010 Mr. Kovalchuk was elected as Head of the central executive 

committee of the Political party “UDAR (Ukrainian Democratic Alliance for 

Reforms) of Vitali Klitschko”. In 2010-2014, he served as the Deputy Head of 

“UDAR”. In 2012-2014, he was elected as a Member of the Verkhovna Rada 

with the “UDAR” political party. Mr., Kovalchuk graduated from the 

Department of Law, Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv, in 1993. 

In 2011, he also completed his studies at the National Academy for Public 

Administration under the President of Ukraine. Mr. Kovalchuk was born in 

Bucha, Kyiv oblast, in 1969. He is married and has three children. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Yulia KOVALIV is Head of the Office of the National Investment Council 

(NIC). Ms. Kovaliv has almost ten-year’s experience at executive positions in 

energy sector and public administration. Before the establishment of the NIC 

Office she served as First Deputy Minister of Economic Development and 

Trade and was responsible for reforming state enterprises and investment 

policy. She was also a member of the State Regulator of the National 

Commission, which performs state regulation in the energy and utilities field. 

In 2016-2017, she also held the position of Chairman of the Supervisory 

Board at “Naftogaz Ukraine". In her early career, Ms. Kovaliv worked for 

Ernst & Young and later moved to LLC "Financial Consulting Company". 

Thereafter, she held the position of Financial Director of LLC "Gazex 

Ukraine." In 2011-2013, she worked in the Coordination Center for Economic 

Reforms. Ms. Kovaliv holds a degree in Economics from the National 

University of “Kyiv-Mohyla Academy”. In 2011, she graduated from the 

National Academy of Public Administration under the President of Ukraine, 

where she obtained an MA in Social Development Management. Ms. Kovaliv 

also attended training programs at the John F. Kennedy School of 

Government at Harvard University. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Tetiana KOZACHENKO is Head of the Public Lustration Council at the 

Ministry of Justice of Ukraine as of April 2017. In 2014-2016 Ms. 

Kozachenko headed the Department of Lustration in the Ministry of Justice 

of Ukraine. During that time she was a representative of the Ukrainian 

Government at the Venice Commission and in the Constitutional Court of 

Ukraine. In 2014 Ms. Kozachenko co-founded the Civic Lustration 

Committee. Previously, in 2007, she became a co-founder of the law firm 

“Legal Company“Capital”, where she currently occupies the position of Vice 

President. In 2002 Ms. Kozachenko received the attorney’s license, and, in 

2007, she became entitled to serve as arbitration manager. Together with 

other attorneys she represents pro bono victims who have suffered during 

mass protests in Kyiv. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Boris KRASNYANSKY is Chief Executive Officer of Group DF, a private 

international group of companies whose interests and assets range from 

energy and chemicals through to gas distribution and real estate (since 

September 2012). Before joining Group DF, Mr. Krasnyansky had been 

working for more than fifteen years in total at PwC, one of the Big Four 

companies. From 2005 to 2012 he held the position of Managing Partner of 

PwC Ukraine as well as Chairman of the Partner Council (Supervisory 

Board) of PwC in the CEE region which includes 29 countries. Mr. 

Krasnyansky was the Leader of Management Consulting Services at PwC in 

Ukraine and Russia. In this role he also was Head of Strategic Consulting for 

PwC in Central and Eastern Europe, and a member of the Global Advisory 

Board of PwC Consulting. During 2003-2005, he was Chairman of the 

Executive Board of IFD Kapital, one of the largest investment and financial 

groups in Russia. Mr. Krasnyansky obtained a degree in Economics and 

Information Technologies from the Kyiv Institute of National Economy as well 

as a PhD in Industrial Economics. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Dmytro KREPAK is Acting Group Country Manager since July 2017 and 

Country Manager in Ukraine, Georgia and Armenia since December 2015, 

leading Visa’s business in CIS and South-Eastern Europe. In his capacity, 

Mr. Krepak is responsible for overall strategy setting and execution in the 

CIS SEE markets, accountable for business development targets, as well as 

building long-term partnerships with banks, regulators and other key 

stakeholders to drive the technology-payment industry and Visa agenda in 

respective countries. Prior to joining Visa, Mr. Krepak served as the 

Chairman of the Management Board of Kredobank, subsidiary of PKO Bank 

Polski in Ukraine; Board Member and Head of Retail Business at First 

Ukrainian International Bank, SKM Group; and Head of Retail Network at 

Raiffeisen Bank Aval. He has over five years of work experience in the USA 

and Canada with Duke Energy, leading electric utility and gas transit 

company as well as Oliver Wyman strategy consulting firm. Mr. Krepak 

graduated from the Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania with a 

Master of Business Administration degree in Finance and Strategic 

Management. He also holds a Master’s degree in International Business 

Development from Moscow State Institute for International Relations. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Ivan KRULKO is a Member of the Parliament of Ukraine with the faction of 

the All-Ukrainian Union “Batkivshchyna” since November 2014. Dr. Krulko 

serves as the Chairman of the Budgetary Parliamentary Subcommittee and 

is a Founder and Chairman of inter-factional parliamentary association 

“World Ukrainians”. He is also a member of the Political Council of the 

political party «Batkivshchyna». Previously, in March-June 2014, Dr. Krulko 

held the post of Advisor of the President of Ukraine. He is a Doctor of Law. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Andrius KUBILIUS is a Lithuanian politician who served as the Prime 

Minister of Lithuania from 1999 to 2000 and again from 2008 to 2012. He is 

a former leader of a conservative political party Homeland Union (Lithuanian 

Christian Democrats). Since 2015, Mr. Kubilius has served as a Member of 

the International Advisory Council of Reforms to the President of Ukraine; 

Member of the International Advisory Council, International Republican 

Institute, USA; and Member of the Advisory Board, EuroGrowth Initiative, 

Atlantic Council, USA. In 1990-1992, Mr. Kubilius held membership in the 

pro-independence Sąjūdis movement, which favored separation from the 

Soviet Union. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Leonid KUCHMA was the President of Ukraine from 1994 to 2005. Mr. 

Kuchma graduated as a mechanical engineer from the Dnipropetrovsk State 

University in 1960. Beginning his career as an engineer in the Design 

Bureau “Yuzhnoye” in Dnipropetrovsk, he worked his way up to the first 

deputy general designer of DB “Yuzhnoye”. In 1986, Mr. Kuchma became a 

head of the world’s largest plant for the production of rocket and space 

technology “Yuzhnyi Machine-Building Plant”. In 1990, he embarked on a 

government service career, when he was elected to the Verkhovna Rada of 

Ukraine from Dnipropetrovsk oblast. In 1992, Mr. Kuchma was appointed as 

the Prime Minister of Ukraine, and, in 1993, he voluntarily resigned the 

position. In 1994, as the head of the Ukrainian Union of Industrialists and 

Entrepreneurs, he was nominated as the Presidential candidate. The same 

year he was elected as the President of Ukraine for the first term, and re-

elected for the second term in 1999. During 10 years of his presidency, Mr. 

Kuchma laid the background for the development of the Ukrainian state, 

market economy and human development of independent Ukraine. Mr. 

Kuchma signed the Agreement on Partnership and Cooperation with the 

European Union, a major partnership agreement with NATO, as well as the 

Memorandum on Security Assurances in connection with Ukraine’s 

accession to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Oksana KULAKOVSKA is Director of Kyiv Center of UCU since May 2016. 

Prior to taking up this post, she was Executive Director of Yalta European 

Strategy and headed the Department of Educational Programs at the Victor 

Pinchuk Foundation. In 2008-2013, Ms. Kulakovska served as the Director of 

Executive MBA Program and Deputy Director of Lviv Business School at the 

Ukrainian Catholic University. In that capacity, her achievements include the 

implementation of partnership development program with leading business 

schools of the USA, Poland, and over 40 higher educational establishments 

offering business education in Ukraine within the framework of the 

Consortium for Enhancement of Ukrainian Management Education, CEUME, 

Kyiv. Ms. Kulakovska has developed a theoretical basis and has contributed 

to implementation of the first post-diploma studies (PDS) in Ukraine, 

arranged over 25 international study tours to seven countries of the world for 

heads of leading Ukrainian companies and universities. A native of Lviv, Ms. 

Kulakovska received comprehensive training in Business Administration, 

Strategic and Marketing Planning in Lviv Institute of Management, Warsaw 

School of Economics, University of Minnesota, The Hong Kong University of 

Science and Technology, and CEU Business School. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Davide LA CECILIA is the Ambassador of Italy to Ukraine. He has held the 

position of the Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary in Kyiv since 

August 2016. After having served as a second lieutenant of the Italian Coast 

Guard and having earned a degree in Political Science at the University of 

Rome, Ambassador La Cecilia entered the diplomatic service in 1989, 

starting his career at the Personal Secretariat of the Undersecretary of State 

of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He has the wealth of diplomatic experience 

having served as Vice Consul in Hong Kong (1992-1996), First Secretary at 

the Italian Embassy in London (1996-1999), Head of the Office of the 

Secretary-General in Rome (1999-2001), Head of the Trade Office of the 

Italian Embassy in Tokyo (2001-2005) and Deputy Head of Mission in Tel 

Aviv (2005-2009). In 2009-2013, Ambassador La Cecilia worked in Rome, 

initially as Head of the Office for Middle Eastern Countries and then as 

Coordinator for the Middle Eastern Peace Process. In 2011, he was 

promoted to Minister Plenipotentiary, and, from 2013 until his appointment in 

Kyiv, discharged the functions of the Consul General in Jerusalem. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Maksym LAVRYNOVYCH is Managing Partner at Lavrynovych & Partners 

Law Firm, one of the leading law firms in Ukraine, established in 2004. The 

firm provides legal services to multinational and Ukrainian companies in 

Ukraine and Austria. Mr. Lavrynovych has eighteen years of experience in 

International Investment, Corporate, M&A, Competition and other areas, 

playing a leading role in the legal support of multimillion-dollar deals. He is a 

speaker on Leadership at the Law School for Attorneys. His awards include 

the Badge of Honor by the High Council of Justice of Ukraine in 2009, 

"Lawyer of the Year" in the category "Lawyer, Representative of a Private 

Law Firm" and an Honorary Title by the Union of Lawyers of Ukraine in 

2011, and “Lawyer of the Year” in the program “Person of the Year”, 2014. 

Due to his solid reputation, Mr. Lavrynovych was highly appraised in 

Corporate and M&A, Dispute resolution and Tax by The Legal 500: Europe, 

Middle East & Africa guides in 2013-2016 and in Commercial, Corporate and 

M&A in 2017. The Best Lawyers ranking recognized his profound expertise 

in Corporate Law, and International Arbitration. Mr. Lavrynovych was 

included into “Client’s Choice: The Top 100 Best Lawyers of Ukraine” 

ranking in 2015-2016 and has been named one of the best investment 

lawyers in 2017. He holds a Master’s in International Law and a Bachelor’s 

in International Relations. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Jean-Yves LECONTE is a French senator who is a member of the Standing 

Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs and of the Committee for 

European Affairs. He also participates in several international inter-

parliamentary groups. After spending his youth in Normandy, Mr. Leconte 

pursued his studies in Engineering at the École Centrale de Paris. After a 

year of teaching in the Parisian suburbs, in 1991, he went to Poland for his 

military service with the French Army. He decided to stay in Poland and 

started a construction material company. In 2000, he started another 

company in Ukraine. As for his political career, Mr. Leconte joined the 

French Socialist Party in 1986. In 1994 he was elected to the Superior 

Council of French Expatriates (CSFE - Conseil Supérieur des Français de 

l’Etranger), then re-elected in 2000 in a constituency made up of the ex-

Soviet states in Central and Eastern Europe. As a member of this council, he 

helped foster the growth of French schooling in the area, which became an 

increasingly pressing need, as more and more French families moved to 

Eastern Europe. In 2004, the CSFE council became the Assembly of French 

Expatriates (AFE - Assemblée des Français de l’Etranger). He was re-

elected in the constituency of Vienna, made up of fourteen Eastern and 

Central European states. From 2008 to 2011, Mr. Leconte was Vice 

President of the AFE. He was elected as a senator in September 2011 as 

part of a united electoral list based on an agreement between the French 

Socialist Party and the French Green Party. Mr. Leconte is married and has 

three children. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Victor LIAKH is Head of the East Europe Foundation (EEF), a Ukraine-

based not-for-profit organization that seeks to mobilize public and private 

resources for social and economic development in Ukraine. EEF implements 

various projects related to technology innovation including e-governance, e-

democracy, and public sector innovations; local economic and social 

development policy; digital media and social networking; open data and 

public oversight innovations; capacity building for civil society organizations 

and development of public sector as a whole. Mr. Liakh works actively to 

promote innovations in civil society and governance areas, broadly 

disseminate best practices, inform policymakers at the local and national 

levels about means to promote innovation and enhance the public’s and 

media’s understanding of the importance of technological innovations. In 

2005-2008, he served as Executive Director of the Child Well-Being Fund 

Ukraine, a subsidiary organization of the ChildFund International Inc., where 

he has worked in various capacities since 2001. Mr. Liakh has also worked 

for the Ukrainian State Center of Social Services for Youth (1996-2000) and 

UNICEF (2000-2001). 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Oleksandr LIEMIENOV is a leading expert in the Anti-Corruption Group of 

the Reanimation Package of Reforms (RPR) since July 2017. He graduated 

from Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv, Department of Law, in 

2012. During his studies, Mr. Liemienov worked in a number of large 

agricultural companies. In the summer of 2012, he changed his legal 

practice and began working in the public sector, thereafter becoming a 

central analyst for the «Chesno» movement. For the following two years, Mr. 

Liemienov was in charge of several anti-corruption projects. In 2014-2015, 

he participated in short-term programs at Lviv Business School and the 

University of Fribourg (Switzerland). In 2015, Mr. Liemienov was elected as 

a manager of the Anti-corruption group at RPR. Along with legal activity, he 

published more than 100 journalistic investigations in well-known Ukrainian 

media. In the autumn of 2016, Mr. Liemienov took up the position of advisor 

on anti-corruption in the RADA project funded by USAID. In June 2017, 

Oleksandr Liemienov received an MBA degree at the MIM-Kyiv. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Zinaida LIHACHEVA (Kubar) is an artist. She was born in 1975. In 2017, 

she graduated from the National Academy of Arts of Ukraine in Kyiv. She 

has been a member of the Ukrainian National Union of Artists since 2013and 

currently lives and works in Kyiv. A poetic perception of time is reflected in 

Zinaida’s meditative installations, ascetically verified video projections, 

artistic musical performances and sculptural objects. Her recent solo 

exhibitions and performances include Dakini at Shevchenko National 

Museum, Kyiv (2017), Flow and Not only at Lavra Gallery, Kyiv (2016), and 

MUTE at Pinchuk Art Centre, Kyiv, Ukraine. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Igor LISKI is the Founder and Chairman of the Board in Effective 

Investments Company (since 2006), which is engaged in attracting 

investment in the Ukrainian economy. Mr. Liski is also a member of the 

Board of the Canada-Ukraine Chamber of Commerce and of the 

Coordinating Council of the Association “Aspen-Ukraine” as well as a 

founder of the Ukrainian Business Initiative. He also actively participates and 

speaks at various international investment and economic forums. Having 

started his career in the field of metal trade in the early 2000s, he expanded 

his business interests to coal production, processing and trade, cardboard 

and paper production, machine building, agriculture, construction and 

development. In 2002 he was appointed as the Chairman of the Board of 

PrJSC “Mining and Concentrating Factory ‘Krasnoluchska’”. Mr. Liski was 

honoured with Commendation of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine for the 

personal contribution to the development of business and significant 

achievements in professional activity (2008) and for outstanding 

achievements of young people in the reconstruction of Ukraine (2007). 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Gosta LJUNGMAN is Resident Representative of the International Monetary 

Fund in Ukraine. He is a Swedish national who has been at the IMF since 

2007, covering a wide range of countries and issues, and most recently 

working as a Senior Economist on the Georgia team. In 2010-2012, Mr. 

Ljungman worked on the Ukraine team, with a focus on fiscal, pension and 

energy issues. In addition to providing technical assistance in the fiscal area 

to some 25 countries, Mr. Ljungman was part of the team developing the 

IMF’s new fiscal transparency evaluation framework. He has also been 

active in designing and delivering the IMF training courses on macro-fiscal 

issues for the IMF Institute. Before joining the IMF, Mr. Ljungman worked for 

eight years in the Swedish Ministry of Finance, including his position as an 

economic attaché to Moscow, Russia. He holds a Master’s degree in 

Economics from Uppsala University. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Georgii LOGVYNSKYI is Member of the Ukrainian Parliament since 2014 

and Vice-President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe 

since January 2017. He is also the Honoured Lawyer of Ukraine. As an MP, 

he holds the position of Vice-Chairperson of the Committee on Human 

Rights, National Minorities and International Relations. Mr. Logvynskyi is a 

well-known attorney and human rights defender. As an attorney and member 

of Kyiv regional bar association, he has represented clients in civil and 

administrative headline-making cases. Mr. Logvynskyi has been the legal 

adviser of the Congress of National Communities of the Crimean Tatar 

people and the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar people on international legal 

matters. In 1996 he started his business activities setting up a consulting 

company. Later on, Mr. Logvynskyi established an international consortium 

with contributions from Poland, the UK and German legal entities. He fluently 

speaks Ukrainian, English, Russian, Polish, German and Hebrew. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Irina LUTSENKO is the Representative of the President in the Verkhovna 

Rada of Ukraine. Ms. Lutsenko is the member of the party “PETRO 

POROSHENKO BLOC”. Since 2015, she has served as the Chairperson of 

the Subcommittee on International Legal Affairs and Parliamentary Control 

over the Implementation of International Obligations by Ukraine of the 

Committee on Foreign Affairs of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine. From 2012 

to 2014, Ms. Lutsenko chaired the Sub-Committee on Gender Equality and 

was a Deputy Chair of the Committee on Human Rights, National Minorities 

and Inter-ethnic relations. She also has the wealth of experience in 

commerce and management gained when holding the positions of 

Commercial Director (2009-2012), Administrative Director (2008-2009) and 

Financial Director (2005-2008) at LLC “Ukrainian Newest 

Telecommunications”, Director at Business center “Lotus” (2008-2012), 

Head of Department at NAIC “Oranta” (2004-2005), Head of Department at 

the Kyiv Oblast Territorial Office of the Antimonopoly Committee of Ukraine 

(1998-2004), and Deputy Head of Department at the Rivne Territorial Office 

of the Antimonopoly Committee of Ukraine (1994-1998). Ms. Lutsenko 

started her career as a software engineer ACS at "Soyuzuchprybor" in 1988 

and, before taking up the aforesaid managerial positions, served as leading 

specialist at the Department of Economy of the Rivne Oblast Executive 

Committee. She graduated from Lviv Polytechnic Institute (now Lviv 

Polytechnic National University) with a degree in Applied Mathematics in 

1988 and obtained her second degree in Accounting and Auditing from the 

Ukrainian State Academy of Water Resources in 1996. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Torben MAJGAARD is the Founder and Chairman of Ciklum as well as an 

Investor. He has 20 years of experience working in Eastern Europe and 30 

years of IT expertise. Mr. Majgaard has founded and invested in a number of 

technology companies, mainly in Scandinavia and Eastern Europe. He is the 

Founder and Supervisory Board Member of “Brain Basket Foundation”, a 

joint initiative with the Ukrainian government to help the development of the 

IT sector in Ukraine. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Oleg MAKAROV has been a partner with Vasil Kisil & Partners since the 

establishment of the firm. He was the Managing Partner of the firm in 2007-

2015. For over twenty years, Mr. Makarov has been practicing Domestic and 

International Litigation, Taxation, Investments, Securities, Property Law and 

Bankruptcy Law. In the course of conducting successful litigation practice, 

which has become one of the most extensive among Ukrainian lawyers, Mr. 

Makarov has demonstrated the qualities of a charismatic leader what made 

his transition into the Managing Partner role very natural. Mr. Makarov is a 

deputy chair of the Qualification Disciplinary Commission of the Bar. He 

represents Ukraine on the Best Lawyers Advisory Board and is a renowned 

expert on law firm management issues. He is the author of numerous 

commentaries and legal reviews on the issues of dispute resolution, 

Ukrainian judicial system, legal profession, status and position of attorneys in 

Ukraine. He also has been actively involved in elaboration of a number of 

draft laws submitted to the Ukrainian Parliament. Mr. Makarov is recognized 

by the prestigious legal guides Chambers Europe and Chambers Global as 

one of the most famous and experienced litigators in Ukraine. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Francis MALIGE is Managing Director for Eastern Europe and the 

Caucasus for the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development 

(since 2014). He is responsible for leading the Bank's operations in Belarus, 

Moldova, Ukraine, Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia. A French national, Mr. 

Malige joined the EBRD in February 2010 as a Director in the Financial 

Institutions team where he successfully developed the Bank's business in 

the Western Balkans, Eastern Europe, Turkey and most recently in the 

southern and eastern Mediterranean. Before joining the EBRD, he served as 

Managing Director for Corporate Development at BNP Paribas, focusing on 

bank acquisitions. His earlier career was in Accounting and Consulting, at 

Arthur Andersen and McKinsey & Company, where he assisted clients in 

industry, high-tech and construction, as well as financial services. Mr. Malige 

is a graduate of ESCP Europe, a French business school. In addition to his 

native French, he is fluent in German, Italian and English. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Olena MALYNSKA is the CEO of the PJSC “BANK CREDIT DNEPR”, a 

universal bank offering a wide range of banking and financial services. For 

more than 24 years of its work it has won the reputation of a trustworthy and 

stable financial institution with high-quality customer service that meets all 

the expectations of both individuals and legal entities. Ms. Malynska has 

more than twenty years of experience in the financial sector and more than 

fifteen years as a top-manager at Ukrainian banks. Earlier, she was the CEO 

of the “Energobank”, Deputy Chairman-CFO of the JPSC “Alfa-Bank” and 

CFO, Deputy Chairman of the “ProCreditBank”. In 1998-2001, Ms. Malynska 

gained expertise in external audit of financial market companies in Arthur 

Andersen Ukraine and Arthur Andersen LLP, USA. She graduated from 

Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv with a Master’s degree in 

Management and BA in Law. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Oksana MARKAROVA is a Ukrainian public servant and investment expert. 

She obtained an MS degree in environmental science from the National 

University of “Kyiv-Mohyla Academy”, and MPA degree in International 

Public Finance from Indiana University (Bloomington, USA). Ms. Markarova 

worked for the International Foundation of Election Systems and for 

Chemonics Intl. Consulting Company (the Ukrainian agrarian commodity 

exchange project). She also served as an Economic Policy Advisor and 

External and Corporate Relations manager for Western NIS Enterprise 

Fund, a $150 million private equity fund (currently managed by Horizon 

Capital) capitalized by the US government, and in 2000 undertook internship 

at the World Bank headquarters in the Financial and Banking Group in the 

ECA region. Until her current appointment she worked with the ITT 

Investment group as the President and CEO of the ITT-Invest, one of the 

leading Ukrainian investment houses. In 2015, Ms. Markarova started her 

career in public sector as a Deputy Minister of Finance and Chief of Staff 

and subsequently was appointed as the First Deputy Minister of Finance. In 

addition, on 8 August, 2016 the Prime Minister named Ms. Markarova a 

Government Commissioner on Investments. In that capacity she already 

instituted the UkraineInvest office with a view to investment promotion. She 

is a member of the Supervisory Boards of all state banks, i.e. Oshadbank, 

Eximbank, Ukrgazbank and PryvatBank. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Barbora MARONKOVA was appointed Director of the NATO Information 

and Documentation Centre in Ukraine since March 2017. Ms. Maronkova 

joined NATO’s Public Diplomacy Division in Brussels, Belgium in 2006 as 

program coordinator to oversee projects that aim to raise awareness and 

promote NATO in a number of NATO member states. As of September 

2010, she works as programme manager and is responsible for designing, 

planning and implementing public diplomacy campaigns in the Western 

Balkans. She actively works on NATO’s Partnerships and Open door 

policies. In this capacity, she advises candidate countries on their national 

public awareness campaigns on NATO membership. As of 2012, she co-

leads the Evaluation and Assessment program for the Division. Previously, 

Ms. Maronkova worked for a private airline company, Sky Europe Airlines on 

a number of projects including internal communications. In 2003, she 

established and headed a Slovak-based NGO Centre for European and 

North Atlantic Affairs to contribute to public and academic debate on 

Slovakia’s membership in the EU and NATO. Her work included public 

relations and media appearances, public speaking, donors and stakeholders 

relations as well as the management of the NGO. A graduate of the 

University of Economics of Bratislava, Slovak Republic, Ms. Maronkova is 

also an alumni of the CPD Summer Institute and holds a Public Affairs 

diploma from the Chartered Institute for Public Relations in the UK. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Yulia MARUSHEVSKA is a Ukrainian activist and former public servant, 

who has become well known internationally after starring in the viral 

YouTube video “I am a Ukrainian” filmed during the climax of the 

Euromaidan protests in early 2014. After President Yanukovych was ousted 

from power and fled the country, Ms. Marushevska was widely interviewed 

by news outlets around the world and invited to speak about the revolution in 

Europe, the US and Canada. Then, in 2015, she was invited to be a visiting 

scholar at Stanford University working closely with Larry Diamond, Francis 

Fukuyama and former US Ambassador to Russia Michael McFaul. Before 

the revolution, she obtained a PhD in Ukrainian literature at Taras 

Shevchenko National University of Kyiv. In July 2015, former president of 

Georgia Mikheil Saakashvili, the then governor of Odesa Oblast of Ukraine, 

appointed her as his deputy in the Odesa Regional Administration. In 

October of that year, Ms. Marushevska was appointed as Head of the 

Customs Office of Odesa, a notoriously corrupt port on the Black Sea. She 

resigned in November 2016, not long after the resignation of Saakashvili and 

the rest of his team. Ms. Marushevska joined them in their strong stance that 

there was no high-level political will in support of the necessary reforms. 

After resigning she returned to public service, first with the “Help Hot Line” 

project which has provided legal support to businesses that witness 

corruption and pressure from the State Fiscal Service. She has recently 

launched a new NGO to work in the field of regional development and civic 

education. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Roman MASELKO is Attorney at Law, member of the NGO “Automaidan” 

Board, and Head of the Civil Oversight Council of the National Anti-

corruption Bureau of Ukraine. He also holds membership in the Public 

Integrity Council and is an expert on judicial reform with the Reanimation 

Package of Reforms (RPR) initiative. Mr. Maselko is the co-founder of the 

NGO “Advocacy Advisory Panel” which monitors investigation of Maidan 

cases. He graduated from the Ivan Franko National University of Lviv in 

2001 and received the license of attorney at law in 2012. In 2015, Mr. 

Maselko finished Ukrainian School of Political Studies (the project of the 

Council of Europe). In 2003-2016, he worked as a lawyer and head of the 

legal department at the “ProCredit Bank”. Since 2016, Mr. Maselko has been 

mainly engaged in public activities. During the Revolution of Dignity he 

participated pro bono in the organization of legal protection of protesters. In 

addition, for more than three years, he has been conducting proceedings to 

punish those judges and law enforcers guilty of persecuting activists during 

the Revolution of Dignity. Mr. Maselko has directly taken part in the 

development of Ukraine’s judicial reform and has been an advocate of the 

judiciary renewal and creation of a new Supreme Court in Ukraine. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Pablo MATEU is the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR) Representative in Ukraine. Having worked for more than 25 years 

with the UNHCR, Mr. Mateu has served in nine countries and the agency’s 

Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. His field experience includes camp-

based refugee situations (Algeria, Mauritania, Mexico), reintegration of 

returnees (Afghanistan, Central America, Mozambique) and IDPs (Bosnia & 

Herzegovina). He also served as the UNHCR Representative in Algiers 

(2008-2009). At HQ level, his experience was related to linking humanitarian 

assistance with development, inter-agency cooperation, livelihoods, and 

durable solutions. Before coming to Ukraine, he worked on independent 

oversight, assessing the quality of UNHCR operations management around 

the world. Prior to joining UNHCR, Mr. Mateu worked as a consultant for the 

International Labour Organization and founded a national non-governmental 

organization in his native country (El Salvador) which specializes in micro-

finance and local-level development. He completed his undergraduate and 

graduate university studies in the United States of America (Tulane 

University and the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill). 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Svitlana MATVIIENKO is Chairwoman of the Board of the Agency for 

Legislative Initiatives. She studied Theoretical and Practical Philosophy at 

the National University of “Kyiv-Mohyla academy” and Taras Shevchenko 

National University of Kyiv. She has a ten-year experience of working in the 

third sector and public bodies. Ms. Matviienko is an author of numerous 

publications. She is also in charge of leading Ukrainian think tank “Agency 

for Legislative Initiatives”, which implements the programs of the Ukrainian 

School of Political Studies. Ms. Matviienko is keen on literature and history of 

art. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Daniel MAYDANIK is Chairman of the Board of the Association of Gas 

Producers of Ukraine since December 2015. The Association of Gas 

Producers of Ukraine incorporates seven largest gas producing companies 

of Ukraine – UkrGasVydobuvannya, DTEK Neftegaz, Burisma Group, Geo 

Alliance Group, Smart Energy, KUB-Gaz and Poltava Petroleum Company. 

Mr. Maydanik studied at Kyiv National Economic University in 1994-1998 

where he obtained a Bachelor’s Degree with honors in Economics and a 

Master's Degree in Business Management. From 1998 to 2001 Mr. 

Maydanik worked as an expert certified by the State Property Fund of 

Ukraine in cost evaluation and management consulting. In 2001 he started 

his career as an auditor and financial consultant with Deloitte, one of the "Big 

Four" accounting firms. Soon afterwards Mr. Maydanik was appointed as a 

top executive manager. In 2007-2009 he became Deputy CFO with 

Interpipe, one of the largest steel pipe and railway wheel producers in the 

world. Since 2009 up to the present day Mr. Maydanik has been the Head of 

Corporate Finance and Investment Management Department, and 

representative of the EastOne Group Board of Directors, where, in particular, 

he is in charge of oil and gas domains. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Igor MAZEPA is Chief Executive Officer at Concorde Capital LLC, the 

leading investment bank in Ukraine. Mr. Mazepa started his business career 

in 1997 at Prospect Investments, a Russian-American investment company. 

In 2000, he was appointed as Managing Director at Foyil Securities New 

Europe. In 2002-2004, Mr. Mazepa served as Managing Director of MFK 

(Interregional Financial Company). In 2004, he founded Concorde Capital, 

and in less than a year, Mr. Mazepa successfully turned his company into 

one of the leading players on the Ukrainian stock market, becoming the 

leader on Ukraine’s PFTS based on turnover by December. Today Concorde 

Capital is a leading Ukrainian brokerage which has been ranked among the 

top investment banking service providers in Ukraine, Russia and other CIS 

countries, according to the research of Thomson Reuters, the largest 

international information agency. Mr. Mazepa held various senior positions in 

high-profile companies serving as the Chairman of the Board of the 

Ukrainian Exchange (UX) (2008 – 2016), Supervisory Board Member of 

PJSC “Alfa-Bank” Ukraine during 2014 and Supervisory Board Member of 

JSC Ukreximbank Ukraine (2014 –2016). From November 2016 and until 

now he is a member of the Supervisory Board of PJSC "Ukrsotsbank". Mr. 

Mazepa holds a Master’s degree in International Business Administration 

and in Law from Kyiv National Economic University. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Alastair McBAIN is Managing Director at Arawak Energy. He is a graduate 

of Oxford University and has over 37 years’ experience in the oil industry. He 

spent the first seventeen years of his career with Shell in numerous senior 

international postings including assignments in Singapore, Dubai, China and 

Venezuela. Prior to leaving Shell, he worked in their natural gas business 

with specific responsibility for the development of LNG projects. He joined 

the Vitol group in 1995 to head up the growth of the group's portfolio of 

upstream assets and became the CEO of Arawak Energy in September 

2002. Arawak was listed in Toronto and was admitted to the LSE in July 

2008 before being privatized in 2009, becoming a wholly owned subsidiary 

of the Vitol Group, the world’s largest independent energy trading company. 

Arawak acquired its initial stake in Geo-Alliance, a leading independent 

Ukrainian oil and gas group in August 2012, where Mr. McBain serves as 

Chairman of the Board. In addition to Ukraine, Arawak and the Vitol Group 

explore for, develop and produce oil and gas from blocks in Kazakhstan, 

Azerbaijan, the USA, Mexico, Ghana, Cote d’Ivoire and the UAE. Current 

equity production is over 9000 BOE/D. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Oleksiy MELNYK is the Co-Director of Foreign Relations and International 

Security Programmes at the Razumkov Centre (the Ukrainian Centre for 

Economic and Political Studies), Ukraine. Before joining the Razumkov 

Centre, he served as the Head of Organizational and Analytical Division and 

as the First Assistant to the Minister of Defence of Ukraine and also worked 

for SC “Ukroboronservice”. In addition, Mr. Melnyk served in the Air Forces 

(Lt Col. Ret.) for 21 years and, during his military career, participated in the 

UN peacekeeping operations (UNTAES). He studied International Relations 

and Security at the Royal College of Defence Studies, London, UK (2007). 

Before that he was educated in the United States having graduated from the 

Air Force Academy in 1984 and having completed the International Military 

and Education Programme in 1993-94 and 2000-2001. Before that, Mr. 

Melnyk completed the International Military and Education Programme in the 

United States (1993-1994, 2000-2001) and graduated from Chernihiv Air 

Force Academy in Ukraine (1984). His areas of research include 

International Security, National Security and Defence, Police Reform, NATO-

Ukraine Partnership. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Marie MENDRAS is a political scientist in the field of Russian and post-

Soviet studies. She is Professor at the Paris School of International Affairs, 

Sciences Po University, and researcher with the National Centre for 

Scientific Research (CNRS) in Paris. In 2015-2016, Dr. Mendras served as 

Senior Fellow at the Transatlantic Academy, German Marshall Fund, and 

Visiting Scholar at Georgetown University Center for German and European 

Studies. In 2016-2017, she was a Kennan Institute Expert at the Woodrow 

Wilson Center for International Scholars in Washington, DC. In 2008-2010, 

Dr. Mendras was a professor in the Government Department of the London 

School of Economics and Political Science. She has also served as a 

consultant for the French government in the 1990s and 2000s. She is the 

author of “Russian Politics. The Paradox of a Weak State” (Oxford University 

Press, 2014); “Russian Elites Worry. The Unpredictability of Putinism”, 

“Transatlantic Academy Papers” (June 1016); “Zaxid i Rosiia: vid gostrogo 

konflikty do dovgostrokovoi strategii rozv’iazannia krizi” (Institute of 

International Affairs Publications, Kiyv, April 2016). Dr. Marie Mendras was 

educated at Sciences Po in Paris and Johns Hopkins University-SAIS. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Yaroslav MENDUS is Political Advisor to the Vice-President of the EU 

Parliament Ioan Mircea Pascu. Mr. Mendus was the Member of the 

Parliament of Ukraine of V convocation. He worked as Vice-Head of the 

Office of Domestic Policy in the Administration of Leonid Kravchuk, the First 

President of Ukraine (1991-1994) and as Advisor to the Head of the 

Parliament of Ukraine (1994-1998). Later, he served as Advisor to Member 

of the European Parliament Marek Siwiec and then as Political Advisor to the 

Vice-Chair of the Committee on Foreign Affairs in the European Parliament. 

Mr. Mendus was also the General Producer of the movie “The Orange Sky” 

– a love story, set against the backdrop of the 2004-2005 Orange 

Revolution. He is the author of the collection of political essays, A to Z of 

Ukrainian Politics. Mr. Mendus was born in 1960 in Lviv oblast. He 

graduated from Lviv National University and later from Kyiv Institute of 

Political Science and Social Management, holding PhD in History. Mr. 

Mendus completed the course “Peace, Defense and Security Policy” at the 

American Association for the Advancement of Science and the RAND 

Corporation in 1992. He is married and has a son. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Ainars MEŽULIS is a Member of the Latvian Parliament (since 2014) and 

serves as Chairman of the Group for Inter-Parliamentary Relations with 

Ukraine. He also sits as Secretary on the Public Administration and Local 

Government Committee. Mr. Mežulis has rich experience in governance as 

he previously discharged the functions of the Smiltene town (2001-2009) 

and regional (2009-2014) councils. Mr. Mežulis was born in Smiltene in 

1962. He studied at the Department of Philology, University of Latvia, and 

after the graduation became a philologist and teacher of Latvian language 

and literature. Mr. Mežulis speaks Latvian, English, Russian and German. 

His hobbies include basketball, cycling and hunting. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Ivan MIKLOŠ is a former Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance of 

the Slovak Republic (2002-2006, 2010-2012), Deputy Prime Minister for 

Economy (1998-2002), and Minister of Privatization (1991-1992). He co-

founded and led an economic think-tank MESA10 (1992-1998). In 2006-

2010 and 2012-2016, Mr. Mikloš was a Member of Parliament. In 2014, he 

was appointed as the President of MESA10 and became a member of the 

International Advisory Board of the National Reform Council of Ukraine and 

VoxUkraine. Until April 2016, he served as a Chief Advisor to the Minister of 

Finance of Ukraine and as an Advisor to the Minister of Economic 

Development and Trade of Ukraine. Having the wealth of political and 

governmental expertise, Mr. Mikloš serves as Head of the Group of Advisers 

to the Prime Minister of Ukraine since April 2016. He is also Chairman of the 

Strategic Advisory Group for Support of Ukrainian Reforms and Co-Founder 

of the Ukrainian economic think-tank Centre for Economic Strategy. In 2004, 

Mr. Mikloš was recognized as the best Minister of Finance of the Year by 

Euromoney and as the top business reformer by the World Bank´s Doing 

Business Report. Ivan Mikloš is the author of the “Book of Reforms” (2005), 

“Rewriting the Rule” (2001) and has also published dozens of studies and 

articles in the expert and popular press. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Rūta MILIŪTĖ is Coordinator of the Lithuanian Farmers and Greens Union 

Political Group. In 2016, Ms. Miliūtė was elected to the Seimas of the 

Republic of Lithuania. Since then, she has been a member of several 

committees, subcommittees and commissions, namely, the Committee on 

European Affairs, Committee on Foreign Affairs, Subcommittee on 

Transatlantic Relations and Democratic Development, Commission for 

Ethics and Procedures and the Commission for Youth and Sport Affairs. 

Prior to becoming an MP, she worked as project coordinator at the public 

company AB TEO. From 2014 to 2015 she held the position of Marketing 

Manager at the daily newspaper Kauno Diena. Ms. Miliūtė holds a BA 

degree in Political Science from the Institute of International Relations and 

Political Science, Vilnius University, and an MA degree in Public Policy and 

Administration from the Department of Social Sciences, Arts and 

Humanities, Kaunas University of Technology. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Ihor MITIUKOV is the Senior Advisor to Morgan Stanley, the company with 

which he has been working since 2008. Mr. Mitiukov attained many 

accomplishments successively serving as the Deputy Governor of the 

National Bank of Ukraine and Vice-Prime Minister of Ukraine for Banking 

and Finance (1994-1995). In 1995-1997, Mr. Mitiukov was Ukraine's Special 

Representative (with the Vice-Prime Ministerial status) to the European 

Union in Brussels. From 1997 to 2001 he was the Minister of Finance of 

Ukraine and, under his leadership, Ukraine entered the international capital 

markets in 1997. Mr. Mitiukov enriched his diplomatic background serving as 

the Ukrainian Ambassador to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland in 2002-2005. From 2007 to 2016 he was the Independent 

Director of the Board, Ferrexpo PLC, London. Subsequently, he was 

appointed as the Chairman of Supervisory Board of the National Depositary 

of Ukraine. Mr. Mitiukov graduated from the Cybernetics Department, Taras 

Shevchenko State University of Kyiv, and has a PhD in Economics (1985) 

from the Institute of Economy, the Academy of Sciences of Ukraine. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Alex MUNTEANU is Founder and Managing Partner at 4I Capital Partners. 

He has been making private equity transactions and overseeing companies 

in Ukraine, Belarus and Moldova for 20 years. He has worked in the private 

equity industry since 1997, leading investments of Horizon Capital, Dragon 

Capital and now at his own firm – 4i Capital Partners. Mr. Munteanu 

previously worked for Credit Lyonnais in Paris, the National Bank of Moldova 

and the World Bank in Washington DC, where he was a financial consultant 

in Private Sector Finance and Infrastructure Department responsible for the 

Middle East, North Africa and Iran. He holds a Master’s degree in Economic 

Policy Management from Columbia University, New York, and a Master’s 

degree in Theoretical Physics from Moscow State University. Mr. Munteanu 

is President-Founder of the Alliance Française of Moldova and Co-Chairman 

of the Business Advisory Council for Southeastern Europe and Eurasia. He 

is a Knight of Légion d’honneur of France. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Oleksii MUSHAK is a young Ukrainian politician, member of the Petro 

Poroshenko Bloc Faction in the Verkhovna Rada, and member of the 

“EuroOptimists” political group. Elected in 2014 to the Verkhovna Rada, he is 

a co-founder of a public campaign in support of the Ukrainian Armed Forces 

and volunteer units. As an MP, Mr. Mushak stands for liberal economic 

reforms, privatization policy and free land market. With a team of other MPs, 

he submitted draft laws on the deregulation reforms in agriculture and 

transparency in extractive industries, both including anti-corruption 

provisions and reducing monopoly and bureaucratic barriers in the biggest 

sectors of the Ukrainian economy. Mr. Mushak started his career as a 

business analyst ranked among the Thomson Reuters top-50 analysts in CIS 

(2008). In addition, he supports environmental and educational initiatives 

under the auspices of the “Ukraine! I am for you!” charity fund. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Taras MYKHALNIUK is Director of Arseniy Yatseniuk Open Ukraine 

Foundation since 2011. Open Ukraine Foundation is active in the fields of 

international cooperation and security, and promotion of Ukrainian culture. 

Its leading project, Kyiv Security Forum, is one of the biggest platforms for 

discussion of international security challenges in Ukraine, the Black Sea 

region and Europe. Previously, Mr. Mykhalniuk worked for EastWest Institute 

Kyiv Center (the Black Sea Strategy Group project), International Center for 

Policy Studies and Friedrich Ebert Foundation (Regional Office in Ukraine 

and Belarus). He is an International Relations and Ukrainian foreign policy 

analyst with experience in dealing with international security, international 

cooperation and European integration issues. In addition, Mr. Mykhalniuk 

has over ten years of experience in implementing projects in the spheres of 

civil society development, independent media, gender equality and political 

system democratization. He frequently speaks at different international 

conferences on the role of civil society in transformation processes, human 

security issues and hybrid warfare. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Nataliya MYKOLSKA is the Deputy Minister of Economic Development and 

Trade. As a Trade Representative of Ukraine, Ms. Mykolska is focusing on 

export promotion, multilateral and bilateral preferential agreements, 

consistent and predictable trade policy as well as on safeguarding the 

interests of Ukraine in the WTO. She has an extensive experience of over 

fourteen years working as a legal counsel on various aspects of international 

trade including WTO and free trade agreements, trade remedy proceedings, 

trade financing, cross-border trade transactions and contracts, agency and 

distribution, franchising and other matters. For a number of years Ms. 

Mykolska participated in the Doing Business project and advised the World 

Bank and International Finance Corporation on customs law and regulatory 

matters. She was ranked as the top lawyer on issues of International Trade 

in Ukraine by the Ukrainian Law Firms, as well as highly appraised and 

recommended by the International Who's Who of Business Lawyers 2014 

and International Who's Who of Trade & Customs Lawyers 2014. Since 

assuming her duties as the Deputy Minister, Ms. Mykolska has headed 

numerous trade missions to many countries aimed at the advancement of 

Ukrainian exports and economic cooperation. A third of a year Ms. Mykolska 

spends on foreign business trips with a view to strengthening Ukrainian 

exports. She is also a mother of two sons. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Tymofiy MYLOVANOV is Honorary President of Kyiv School of Economics 

(KSE). He is also a co-founder of VoxUkraine, a group of global economists 

working on policy problems in Ukraine. For several years Mr. Mylovanov has 

been a member of the Academic Advisory Board of his alma-mater, the Kyiv 

School of Economics (KSE). On 7 July 2016, the Verkhovna Rada of 

Ukraine elected him to the Council of the National Bank of Ukraine (NBU). 

Since October 2016 Mr. Mylovanov has held the position of Deputy 

Chairman of the Council of the National Bank of Ukraine. He received his 

Master’s degree in Economics from the KSE in 1999. In 2004 he earned his 

PhD in Economics from the University of Wisconsin Madison and afterwards 

has taught at the University of Bonn, Penn State University, the University of 

Pennsylvania, and the University of Pittsburgh. His researches on game 

theory, contract theory, and institutional design have been published in 

major international academic journals like the Review of Economic Studies 

and the Journal of Economic Theory. In 2014 and 2015 Mr. Mylovanov was 

ranked by Forbes Ukraine among the top Ukrainian economists who have 

achieved the greatest success in the scientific field. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Ihor NASALYK is Minister of Energy and Coal of Ukraine. From 1990 tto 

1992, Mr. Nasalyk was a leading expert of the Microelectronics Center in the 

city of Ulyanovsk and from 1992 to 1993, an adviser to the Director of 

Economic Affairs MP “Crown” in the city of Lviv. From 1993 to 1995, he was 

an Economic Advisor to the MP “Sapphire” in the city of Rohatyn, Ivano-

Frankivsk region. From 1995 to 1997, he was a president of industrial 

production corporation “Tehnoinvesttsentr”, and until 1998, a president of 

industrial production corporation “Techno-Center”. In the same year, Mr. 

Nasalyk was elected as a member of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine in the 

parliamentary elections with the People’s Democratic Party faction. During 

1998 and 1999, he also held membership in the “Revival of Regions” Group, 

and during 1999 and 2001, a member of the UPR faction. In 2006, he was 

elected to the post of the mayor of the city of Kalush, Ukraine, and in 2010 

was re-elected in local elections. From November 2014 to April 2016, Mr. 

Nasalyk was an MP from the Bloc of “Petro Poroshenko’s Party” also serving 

as deputy Chairperson of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine Committee on 

Fuel and Energy Complex, Nuclear Policy and Nuclear Safety. Mr Nasalyk is 

married and has two sons. He graduated from Ivan Franko National 

University of Lviv, Department of Physics. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Oksana NECHYPORENKO is Director of NGO GlobalOffice. GlobalOffice 

NGO is a civic organisation which aims at promoting informational, political, 

economic, cultural and social integration of Ukraine into the global context, 

and facilitates stronger internal integrity. She was among the co-founders of 

the Reanimation Package of Reforms civil platform after Euromaidan. In 

2009, Ms. Nechyporenko was engaged in launching the activity of Edinburgh 

Business School in Ukraine. She holds a Master’s degree in Political 

Sciences from Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv and is currently 

undertaking British MBA at Edinburgh Business School. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Maksym NEFODOV is the Deputy Minister of Economic Development and 

Trade of Ukraine (since February 2015). Prior to joining the Ministry of 

Economic Development and Trade of Ukraine, Mr. Nefodov worked for Icon 

Private Equity fund (2010) as the Managing Director of the Ukrainian office 

and in 2011 he became the Managing Partner of the fund. In 2006-2010, he 

worked for the Dragon Capital investment company where he held the 

position of Vice-President for Investment Banking. Previously, Mr. Nefodov 

served as an M&A Analyst at Golden Gate Business, Ukraine. He has 

profound expertise in such fields as public procurements, project 

management, technical regulation, international programs coordination and 

foreign economic activity. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Hryhoriy NEMYRIA is Chairman of the Committee on Human Rights, 

National Minorities and Interethnic Relations of the Verkhovna Rada of 

Ukraine and Deputy Head of the Batkivshchyna Party. In the previous 

convocation of the Verkhovna Rada Dr. Nemyria chaired the Committee on 

European Integration. He served as Deputy Prime Minister bearing 

responsibility for European and International Integration in the government of 

Yuliya Tymoshenko (2007- 2010). Prior to this, he was a BYuT Member of 

Parliament where he chaired the Subcommittee on European and Euro-

Atlantic Integration. He also held the position of Deputy Head of the BYuT 

Faction. In 2006-2007, Dr. Nemyria was Deputy Head of the Permanent 

Parliamentary Delegation to the PACE and of the Ukrainian Delegation to 

the Committee on Parliamentary Cooperation between Ukraine and the EU. 

In the first government of Yuliya Tymoshenko (2005), he served as her 

Foreign Policy and European Integration Advisor. Dr. Nemyria has an MA in 

History from the Donetsk State University and a PhD from Taras 

Shevchenko National University of Kyiv. He was Vice-Rector of the National 

University of “Kyiv-Mohyla Academy” and chaired the Board of the 

International Renaissance Foundation. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Alina NOSENKO is Director of the Klitschko Foundation in Kyiv (Ukraine), a 

charitable organization that promotes sport and education, active and 

healthy lifestyle, and intellectual growth of the Ukrainian youth. Ms. Nosenko 

mainly focuses on international cooperation, civic education, and 

implementation of best practices in sport and education. She holds an MA in 

International Relations with specialization in PR and Communications from 

Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv. She spent an exchange year 

at the Humboldt University Berlin within the frameworks of the European 

Commission Scholarship studying Political Science and Communications. 

Ms. Nosenko also gained work experience at the United Nations Country 

Team of Ukraine, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, the Ministry of 

Health of Ukraine and the German Parliament as an International 

Parliamentary Scholarship winner. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Inna NOVAK is a founder and Managing Partner of Grant Thornton Ukraine. 

She has extensive experience in the field of management consulting, 

strategic and financial advisory. Portfolio of Ms. Novak includes companies 

operating in energy field, oil and gas industry, aerospace and machine 

building sector, defense, transport, municipal infrastructure, hospitality, and 

other domains. Her experience is based on the cutting-edge large-scale 

consultancy and assurance projects for the World Bank Group, the EBRD, 

other international financial institutions and donors, Ukrainian market-makers 

in different spheres, governmental organizations and large public 

companies. Ms. Novak holds a PhD degree in Economics. She is a member 

of Coordination Council of Ukrainian Public Movement “Sila Prava” (The 

Force of Law) and head of the NGO “Democratic Initiatives for the Future”. 

Ms. Novak takes a proactive position in social and economic development of 

the Kyiv city community. She was a member of the Kyiv City Council for 

eight years, and Vice-Chairman of the Committee on Budget Issues and 

Social-Economic Development at the same time. Ms. Novak has ten-year 

experience of lecturing in Diplomatic Academy of Ukraine. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Yevhen NYSCHUK is Minister of Culture of Ukraine since 14 April 2016. He 

also occupied the function of Minister of Culture in February-December 

2014. Mr. Nyschuk graduated from the Kyiv National I. K. Karpenko-Kary 

Theatre, Cinema and Television University (Workshop of National Artist of 

Ukraine Valentina Zymnya) in 1995. After that, he worked as an actor at 

"Suzirya", the Kyiv academic workshop of dramatic art. Mr. Nyschuk has 

consistently taken a proactive civil position participating in the Orange 

Revolution in 2004 and in Euromaidan movement during Ukraine’s 

Revolution of Dignity in 2013-2014. He held membership in the Competition 

Committee responsible for proposing candidates to the position of “Director 

of the National Anti-corruption Bureau of Ukraine” in 2014-2015 and in the 

Competition Committee on selection of candidates to administrative 

positions in the Specialized Anti-Corruption Prosecutor's Office in 2015. Mr. 

Nyschuk also continues to pursue his artistic path serving as an actor of Ivan 

Franko National Academic Drama Theatre. He is an Honored Artist of 

Ukraine (2005) and People's Artist of Ukraine (2015). In 2014 Mr. Nyschuk 

received “Kyiv Pectoral – 2014” Prize. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Mary O'HAGAN is Global Associate and Senior Resident Director for 

Ukraine in the National Democratic Institute (NDI). She first began working 

for NDI in 2001, when she was invited to contribute to the NDI Croatia 

program as a consultant. In early 2003 she joined NDI full time in Slovakia, 

moving later in the year to direct NDI's programs in Serbia. In 2005, Ms. 

O'Hagan moved to Moscow where she served as the NDI's country director 

in Russia. In 2006, she moved to Tbilisi and served as the NDI's country 

director in Georgia, running parliamentary and domestic election monitoring 

programs. Ms. O'Hagan moved to Nairobi in 2009, where she runs political 

party and other programs for NDI. She has represented NDI at a number of 

international events and produced a manual for the Institute on quantitative 

research methods. Prior to joining NDI, Ms. O'Hagan served as the head of 

research for the Liberal Democrats in the House of Commons in the United 

Kingdom. She was also responsible for their internal communication and led 

a team that developed the party's first on-line intranet. Her first political job 

was as a political advisor in the European Parliament on foreign affairs, 

institutional issues and Northern Ireland. She later represented the merged 

EDG/EPP political group in London. Ms. O'Hagan was born and educated in 

the U.K. She obtained a number of academic awards and a first class 

degree at Oxford University, specializing in Political Geography. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Mykhailo OBOLONSKYI is a co-founder and Member of the Board at 

EasyBusiness. He has helped the Ukrainian government to develop and 

execute policies aimed at removing the regulatory burden for business. 

Working with Ministers of Economic Development and Trade Pavlo 

Sheremeta and Aivaras Abromavicius, Mr. Obolonskyi with his colleagues 

facilitated the development of more than 30 draft laws of which more than 

ten were adopted by the Cabinet of Ministers and the Parliament. Given his 

contribution to the reforms, Mr. Obolonskyi has been recognized as one of 

the 30 young leaders by KyivPost. He is also a passionate mountaineer and 

reached the summits of Mt. Elbrus and Mt. Kilimanjaro. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Maciej OLCHAWA is a specialist on Ukraine and Central and Eastern 

Europe. He grew up in Chicago and attended Loyola University where he 

received a BA in History and International Studies. He graduated from 

Jagiellonian University in Krakow with an MA in Central and Eastern 

European Studies and an MA in Ukrainian Studies. In 2008-2012, Mr. 

Olchawa served as a Policy Advisor on Ukraine in the European 

Parliament’s Committee on Foreign Affairs, the Delegation to the EU-Ukraine 

Parliamentary Cooperation Committee, and the Delegation to the Euronest 

Parliamentary Assembly. Mr. Olchawa is the author of the books “Imperial 

Games: Ukraine in the United States’ Geopolitical Strategy” (Krakow: Arcana 

2009), “Stars and Trident: The European Integration of Ukraine” (Krakow: St. 

Volodymyr Foundation 2013), and “Misja Ukraina” (Warsaw: RM 2016). His 

latest book was published in the United States in 2017 as “Mission Ukraine: 

The 2012-2013 Diplomatic Effort to Secure Ties with Europe” which is, in 

fact, a case study of the Cox-Kwaśniewski Special Envoy mission. His 

articles have appeared in The Diplomat, The Huffington Post, and Kyiv Post. 

Mr. Olchawa is also a part-time lecturer at Loyola University Chicago. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Olga OLIKER is a senior adviser and director of the Russia and Eurasia 

Program at the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS). Her 

recent research has focused on military, political, economic, and social 

development in countries in transition, particularly in Russia, Ukraine, and 

the Central Asian and Caucasian successor states to the Soviet Union. Prior 

to joining CSIS, Dr. Oliker held a number of senior posts at the RAND 

Corporation, most recently as director of RAND’s Center for Russia and 

Eurasia. She is the author or coauthor of “Russian Foreign Policy in 

Historical and Current Context: A Reassessment” (RAND Perspectives, 

2015), Building Afghanistan’s Security Forces in Wartime: The Soviet 

Experience (RAND, 2011), Nuclear Deterrence in Europe: Russian 

Approaches to a New Environment and Implications for the United States 

(RAND, 2011), and Russian Foreign Policy: Sources and Implications 

(RAND, 2000), among other books, articles, and reports. She has also 

published commentary on Russia-related topics in print and online with the 

New York Times, Chicago Tribune, CNN, U.S. News and World Report, 

among others. Dr. Oliker holds a BA in International Studies from Emory 

University, an MPP from the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard 

University, and a PhD in Political Science from the Massachusetts Institute 

of Technology. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Vadym OMELCHENKO is the President of Gorshenin Group, Coordinator of 

the Institute's Strategic Board, and a senior partner. Gorshenin Group 

consists, mainly, of Gorshenin Institute, an independent non-profit analytical 

centre, Gorshenin Consulting, a leading company in political advising and 

PR in Ukraine, and Gorshenin media, a media holding uniting a network of 

news agencies in a number of Ukrainian cities, and a news portal LB.ua. Mr. 

Omelchenko is the head of the projects "Levyy Bereg" newspaper and the 

mentioned portal LB.ua. He is a graduate of the Yaroslav Mydryy National 

Law Academy with a degree in Law. Mr. Omelchenko founded and headed 

the “Veritas” Law Firm which in 1996-2000 was ranked among the top ten 

law firms in Ukraine. From 1996 to 1998, he also led the group of advisors to 

the Vice Prime-Minister of Ukraine on economic reforms. Prior to his current 

posting, Mr. Omelchenko held the office of Vice President at the “Interpipe” 

Corporation. In 2005-2006 and in 2008-2009, he served as Advisor to the 

Speakers of Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine. Mr. Omelchenko has the 

experience of teaching at the Diplomatic Academy of Ukraine and has been 

recognized as the Honored Lawyer of Ukraine. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Volodymyr OMELYAN is Minister of Infrastructure of Ukraine. In 2000-

2006, he served at the Permanent Mission of Ukraine to the International 

Organizations in Vienna of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine holding 

a range of diplomatic positions. He also worked as First Secretary of the 

Division of Analytics of the Secretary Department (2007-2008) and as 

Advisor, Acting Head, Head of the Russian Federation Division, and Deputy 

Director of the First Territorial Department of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine 

(2010-2012) at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine. Mr. Omelyan also 

has experience in the economic and management fields, given his service as 

Deputy Director of the Department for Maintenance of Minister’s Work at the 

Ministry of Economy of Ukraine (2006-2007), Head of the Directorate, and 

Director of the Secretary Department of the Minister of Environmental 

Protection of Ukraine (2008-2010), and Deputy Director of the Department 

for Maintenance of Minister’s Work at the Ministry of Finance of Ukraine 

(2012-2014). From March 2014 until December 2014 he was the Head of 

Service of the Minister of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine. Mr. Omelyan 

was born in 1979 in Lviv. He graduated from Ivan Franko Lviv State 

University with a degree in Finance and International Relations in 2000 and 

from Lviv Polytechnic National University with a degree in Economics and 

Business in 2001. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Olesia OSTROVSKA-LIUTA is Director-General of the National Art and 

Culture Museum Complex “Mystetskyi Arsenal” and a founding member of 

Culture2025 independent platform aimed at the development of a national 

strategy for culture. Ms. Ostrovska-Liuta is also a member of the Council for 

National Unity under the President of Ukraine. Until July 2016, Ms. 

Ostrovska-Liuta was Head of Analytics at the Pro.Mova consulting company. 

In March-December 2014, Ms. Ostrovska-Liuta served as the First Deputy 

Minister of Culture of Ukraine. As Deputy Minister, she initiated the 

participative development of the national strategy for culture and 

development of the Ukrainian Cultural Foundation. Ms. Ostrovska-Liuta also 

advocated for the autonomy of cultural institutions and equal rights for state-

owned and civil society institutions in the field of culture. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Raymond Benedict ASQUITH, 3rd Earl of Oxford and Asquith, is a British 

peer and a former diplomat. Lord Oxford was educated at Ampleforth 

College, York, and at Balliol College, Oxford. He joined Her Majesty's 

Diplomatic Service in 1979 and remained a serving diplomat until 1997. As 

well as postings in London at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and the 

Cabinet Office, he served as First Secretary at the British Embassy in 

Moscow from 1983-1985, and Counsellor at the British Embassy in Kyiv from 

1992-1997. Oxford was made an Officer of the Order of the British Empire 

(OBE) in 1987. Lord Oxford is active in various commercial and charitable 

organizations in Ukraine including the Ukrainian Catholic Foundation, which 

raises funds for the Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Lidiia OZEROVA is the General Director at Monsanto Ukraine. She was 

appointed as the East Europe Regional Business Director in June 2016 

assigned with the task of developing Monsanto maize and oilseed rape 

seeds business in Ukraine, Russia, and Belarus. Ms. Ozerova joined 

Monsanto Ukraine in December 2008 as the Technology Development 

Representative for Northern Ukraine, and in 2010 was promoted to the Head 

of the Technology Development Department. In October 2012, she became 

the Regional Sales Manager leading the sales team in North-Western, and 

afterwards in Central Ukraine. Prior to her current post, she had been the 

Monsanto Ukraine Sales Director for a year. Ms. Ozerova graduated as a 

Master of Science in Biology and Chemistry from Donetsk National 

University, and earned a PhD in Biology and Plant Physiology from the 

Institute of Plant Physiology and Genetics of the National Academy of 

Sciences of Ukraine. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Urmas PAET is a Member of the European Parliament. He actively 

participates in the Foreign Affairs Committee of the European Parliament 

and has profound expertise in foreign and security policy issues. He has 

been the Rapporteur of the European Defense Union report and a Co-

Rapporteur for the EU Arctic Policy Report. Mr. Paet also sits on the 

Committees on Budget and Regional Development. Before joining the 

European Parliament Mr. Paet had been the longest serving Foreign Minister 

in Europe holding the position for almost a decade. He has also served as a 

Minister of Culture of Estonia. Mr. Paet started his professional career as a 

journalist with the national broadcast at Estonian Radio and daily newspaper 

Postimees. Urmas Paet majored in Political Science. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Makar PASENIUK is CFA Managing Director. Mr. Paseniuk has more than 

15 years of Investment Banking experience both locally and internationally. 

His team is currently the most experienced and professional in Ukraine with 

total value of completed transactions over the last 3 years exceeding 

US$1.0bn of M&Adeals, US$2.0bn of debt advisory, and UAH3bn of debt 

issuances. Mr. Paseniuk holds a Bachelor’s degree in Business 

Administration from International Christian University (Ukraine/Austria) and is 

a CFA charter holder. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Mykhailo PASHKOV is a Co-director of Foreign Relations and International 

Security Programs in the Razumkov Centre. Dr. Pashkov graduated from the 

Smolensk Institute of Pedagogy, Faculty of the Russian Language and 

Literature in 1979, Moscow Institute of Youth, Faculty of Journalism, in 1986 

and Kyiv Institute of Political Science and Public Administration in 1991. He 

holds a PhD in Philosophy and is the author of more than 30 publications. In 

1979-1989 Dr. Pashkov held various positions in district, regional and 

republican newspapers in Russia and Moldova. Later, in 1991-1994, he 

worked in scientific institutions of the National Academy of Sciences of 

Ukraine and in 1994-1998 Dr. Pashkov joined the diplomatic service at the 

Embassy of Ukraine in the Russian Federation. Since December 1999 Dr. 

Pashkov has been the Leading Expert at the Razumkov Centre. He has a 

diplomatic rank of the First Secretary. His most recent position in public 

bodies was the Chief Consultant, Analytical Service of Ukraine's NSDC 

Staff. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Anatolii PASICHNYK is Operations Coordinator at Uber. He received a 

Master’s degree in Economics and Management from Kyiv National 

Economic University. His professional experience includes positions in the 

biggest financial services firms (Allianz SE; Ernst & Young), travel agencies, 

brokerages, agricultural companies, banks and executive search companies. 

Mr. Pasichnyk was born in a small town in Western Ukraine. He is curious 

and eager to learn from others. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Oleksandr PASKHAVER is a Honoured Economist of Ukraine and 

President of the Centre for Economic Development. After graduating from 

the Kyiv Institute of National Economy (now Kyiv National Economic 

University), he went to pursue post-graduate studies in the USSR Academy 

of Sciences' Institute of Economy in Moscow. Dr. Paskhaver is a PhD in 

Economics and Associate Member of the Academy of Technological 

Sciences of Ukraine. While a leading research fellow at the Institute of 

Economy under the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine in 1971-1992, 

he dealt with research on economic efficiency, privatization and 

demonopolization policies. In 1992-1994, Dr. Paskhaver was a leading 

expert at the Centre of Market Reforms, consultant at Putnam, Hayes and 

Bartlett, and Kiev-Reforma Foundation. An active participant of market 

reform implementation in Ukraine, Dr. Paskhaver became one of the co-

founders of the Centre for Economic Development in 1995 and now is its 

incumbent President, as well as Chair of the Editorial Board of the 

“Monitoring of the Economy of Ukraine” Bulletin. At various periods, he also 

served as Advisor to the President, Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Minister, 

Minister of Economy and Chair of the State Property Fund of Ukraine. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

John PATTON is Managing Director and Portfolio Manager at Argentem 

Creek Partners based in London, where he is responsible for high yield debt 

and special situations structured credit in Eastern Europe, Middle East, 

Africa and Asia. Prior to joining Argentem Creek at its inception, Mr. Patton 

was a Managing Director and Portfolio Manager at Black River Asset 

Management focused on emerging markets special situations credit. During 

2013-2014, Mr. Patton was a Partner at Connect Capital, a London-based 

EM corporate finance advisory firm. From 1994 and through 2012, he held 

senior roles at Credit Suisse, Merrill Lynch and Deutsche Bank, specializing 

in proprietary trading, restructuring, origination and structuring in Emerging 

Markets with a particular focus on Ukraine, Russia and the Former Soviet 

Union countries. From 1992 to 1993, Mr. Patton was a Thomas J. Watson 

Fellow travelling in Russia and the former Soviet Union and studying the 

evolution of the Russian Orthodox Church and its role in society as the 

Soviet Union dissolved. He graduated from Davidson College in 1992 with a 

BA in Political Science and Russian Studies and holds an MBA from London 

Business School. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Oleksiy PAVLENKO is the Director of Programs for Agro-Industry 

Development at the Ukrainian Institute for the Future. Mr. Pavlenko held the 

position of Minister of Agrarian Policy and Food of Ukraine in 2014-2016. 

Prior to this position, he was a supervisor at KPMG Ukraine (1997-2001); 

management consultant at ABN AMRO, Amsterdam, Netherlands (2001); a 

Member of the Audit Committee, Head of Restructuring Team and Business 

Development team with Damen Shipyards Group in the Netherlands 

providing projects realization in Ukraine, Romania and Netherlands (2002-

2003); CEO of Rise Group (Ukraine), responsible for general, strategic and 

investment management of the Group in Ukraine, Russia and Moldova 

(2004-2006); a Chief Executive Officer of Foxtrot, responsible for general 

and investment management in Ukraine and Moldova (2007-2009). Since 

2009, Mr. Pavlenko is a Member of the Advisory Board of the National 

University of “Kyiv-Mohyla Academy” and is also affiliated with the initiative 

and coordination group “First professional reformation government”. In 2013-

2014, he was a Member of the Supervisory Board at “European Milk 

Technologies”, consulting Agroprogress Holding Ltd and Forum Capital 

about investments into the agricultural sector. He holds membership in the 

International Young Presidents` Organization since 2012, and in the CEO 

club Ukraine since 2013. Mr. Pavlenko holds a Bachelor degree in 

Economics from the National University of “Kyiv-Mohyla Academy”, a 

“Finance Specialist” degree from the International Privatization Center 

(International Business School) and a Master’s degree in International 

Management from the Ukrainian Academy of Foreign Trade. In 2001-2002, 

he studied at Nyenrode Business School, Netherlands, where he received 

an MBA level. Mr. Pavlenko has a PhD in World Economy and International 

Economic Relations, with his thesis related to regulation of meat import in 

the case of Ukraine’s integration to the EU (2010). 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Olena PAVLENKO is President of the Ukrainian think-tank DiXi Group, and 

founder of the “Ukrainian Energy” website. Dr. Pavlenko has worked in 

energy sphere for more than 15 years, dealing with such issues as energy 

security, information policy in the energy sphere, energy transparency, and 

oil and gas market liberalisation. She is a Deputy Head of the EITI 

(Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative) MSG (Multi-Stakeholder 

Group) in Ukraine. She also represents DiXi Group in Working Group on 

Energy and Transport on the EU-Ukraine Civil Society Platform. Dr. 

Pavlenko coordinated a number of projects, namely those aimed at unveiling 

the schemes in extractive sector of Ukraine and monitoring Ukraine’s 

commitments to European energy reforms and promoting new energy 

legislation (gas and electricity markets, energy regulation and energy 

efficiency). She was one of those who initiated the draft laws on Energy 

Regulations and on Data Disclosure in Extractive Industries, bringing it to the 

Parliament and working in close cooperation with MPs to have it adopted. 

Dr. Pavlenko has served as not-on-staff Advisor to the Minister of Energy 

during 2015-2016. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Jason PELLMAR is IFC Regional Manager for Belarus and Ukraine. Mr. 

Pellmar has been with IFC since 2010 and leads IFC's investment and 

advisory operations in Ukraine and Belarus effective as of 1 June 2017. He 

is responsible for managing a significant investment program – over US$3 

billion of long-term finance in Ukraine and approximately US$300 million in 

Belarus as well as an extensive advisory program focused on improving the 

business environment, expanding access to finance, promoting a green 

economy, modernizing supply chains and opening new markets. He has 

worked in a wide range of regions and industries. From 2014 to 2017, Mr. 

Pellmar was responsible for new business development in the infrastructure, 

agribusiness, manufacturing and services sectors in Myanmar, Southeast 

Asia. Previously based in Istanbul, Turkey he led several landmark 

infrastructure transactions in Europe, Middle East and North Africa region. 

Prior to joining IFC, Mr. Pellmar underwrote and managed a global portfolio 

of energy assets at GE Energy Financial Services in Stamford, Connecticut, 

US. He holds a Master’s degree in International Finance and Russian & 

Eurasian Studies from Johns Hopkins University, the Paul H. Nitze School of 

Advanced International Studies (SAIS). 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Oleksii PERTIN is CEO of Smart-Holding Private Joint-Stock Company 

(PJSC) since October 2015. Previously, he held the position of the Chairman 

of the Supervisory Board of Smart-Holding PJSC. He joined Smart-Holding 

PJSC in 2007 and that year in August was appointed as Strategy and 

Corporate Development Director. Mr. Pertin is a member of the Supervisory 

Board of Metinvest Group and is the Chairman of the Strategy and 

Investment Committee of Metinvest Group. In 1994, Mr. Pertin graduated 

from the Department of General Technology at Cherepovets State 

University. In 2001, he graduated from Saint Petersburg State Technical 

University where he majored in Finance Management. From 2003 to 2005 

he continued his education at the Institute of Professional Managers (ACCA) 

where he obtained a degree in Finance Management, and later studied at 

the Newcastle Business School (University of Northumbria, United Kingdom) 

for an MBA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Andreas PESCHKE is the Special Envoy for Eastern Europe, Caucasus and 

Central Asia in the German Federal Foreign Office since July 2015. He 

started his career in the German Embassy in Nigeria in 1999 and continued 

his diplomatic work in Russia in 2002. In 2004-2006, Mr. Peschke worked in 

the European Directorate-General at the Federal Foreign Office. Two years 

later, he started to work at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Germany. 

Subsequently, Mr. Peschke became, at first, a Deputy Spokesperson and 

then the Spokesperson in the Federal Foreign Office in 2009. After that, in 

2013, he was appointed as the German Ambassador to the Republic of 

Kenya. Mr. Peschke has a degree in African Studies from Leipzig, Cologne 

and London. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Marina PETROV has been appointed Deputy Director at EBRD Ukraine on 

19 January 2015. Ms. Petrov joined the EBRD in 1995 as part of the team 

that opened the EBRD Resident Office in Chisinau, Moldova. In 2001, she 

moved to Financial Institutions department first in London and later in 

Moscow. In 2009, Ms. Petrov was appointed Head of Saint Petersburg office 

and was in charge of the EBRD’s business in the North-West Federal District 

of Russia. She also held numerous Supervisory Board positions in financial 

institutions and equity funds in Russia. Ms. Petrov graduated from Moscow 

State University. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Inna PIDLUSKA has served as the Deputy Executive Director at the 

International Renaissance Foundation (IRF) since May 2011. She 

supervises the IRF’s programs and organizational development, and is 

responsible for coordinating strategic planning, evaluation, and work with 

other donors in Ukraine. Ms. Pidluska served as a member of the IRF’s 

Executive Board in 2006-2010. Prior to joining the IRF, she served as the 

Executive Director of the Yalta European Strategy (YES) in 2006-2011 and 

was directly involved in organizing the Yalta Annual Meetings and YES 

advocacy on European integration in Ukraine and the EU. Since 1992, Ms. 

Pidluska has been involved in establishing and developing Ukrainian NGOs 

and think tanks, focusing on democratic transition, governance, civic 

participation in policy-making, and elections. She was a member of the 

Steering Committee of the World Movement for Democracy in 2006-2012. 

Ms. Pidluska served as the Chair of the Board of the Ukrainian 

Philanthropists Forum in 2011-2014 and has sat on its Supervisory Board 

since 2015. A graduate of the Kyiv National Linguistic University, she was a 

Chevening Scholar in the UK (1994-1995), a policy fellow at the Open 

Society Institute (2000-2002) and a NATO Democracy Fellow (1996-1998). 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Steven PIFER is a Senior Fellow with the Center on the United States and 

Europe and the Arms Control and Non-Proliferation Initiative at the 

Brookings Institution. He focuses on arms control, Ukraine and Russia. He is 

author of “The Eagle and the Trident: US-Ukraine Relations in Turbulent 

Times”. A retired Foreign Service officer, his more than 25 years with the 

Department of State included assignments as Deputy Assistant Secretary of 

State with responsibilities for Russia and Ukraine (2001-2004), US 

Ambassador to Ukraine (1998-2000), and Special Assistant to the President 

and Senior Director for Russia, Ukraine and Eurasia on the National Security 

Council (1996-1997). 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Alain PILLOUX is Vice President of Banking at The European Bank for 

Reconstruction and Development as of November 2016. Mr. Pilloux has 

overall responsibility for the effective delivery of the Bank’s investment and 

advisory activities in the EBRD’s thirty six countries of operations, as well as 

contributing to the delivery of policy engagement activities. He is also a 

member of the Executive Committee. Prior to his appointment, Mr. Pilloux 

served as Acting Vice President for Policy & Partnerships where he was 

responsible, inter alia, for coordinating the Bank’s strategies and policy 

engagement, as well as mobilizing and managing multilateral and bilateral 

donor funding and overseeing the EBRD’s engagement with key external 

partners. After starting his career at the Inspection Générale des Finances in 

Paris, Mr. Pilloux joined the EBRD in June 1992 as a senior banker. He held 

various management responsibilities, including Country Director for Poland 

(1995-1997), Business Group Director for Central Europe and the Baltic 

States (1998-2005), Managing Director for Russia, based in Moscow (2006-

2009), and Managing Director for Industry, Commerce and Agribusiness 

(2010-2015). Since 2014 Mr. Pilloux also had responsibility for the Bank’s 

direct equity and equity funds investments across sectors and regions. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Elena PINCHUK was named amongst the top women leaders of the year by 

La Tribune in 2010, and was a member of UN high level Commission on HIV 

prevention. In 2003, Elena founded ANTIAIDS Foundation, the first 

Ukrainian private foundation aimed at fighting AIDS. ANTIAIDS Foundation 

has cooperated with Clinton HIV/AIDS Initiative, Elton John AIDS Foundation 

and Global Business Coalition on HIV/AIDS. Elena is a daughter of the 

second President of Ukraine Leonid Kuchma. Elena also chairs the 

Supervisory Board of StarLightMedia, the biggest media holding in Ukraine. 

StarLightMedia supports campaigns against AIDS and so far has invested 

80 million dollars in combating AIDS. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Oleksandr POCHKUN is the founder and managing partner of the company 

“Baker Tilly Ukraine” which is a member of the international network Baker 

Tilly International. He has over 18 years of experience in providing audit 

services, project management, due diligence, tax and financial consulting. 

Mr. Pochkun graduated from Kyiv National Economic University majoring in 

Financial Management and successfully completed the Leadership Program 

course at the University of Chicago Booth School of Business. Mr. Pochkun 

has a solid reputation being a Certified Auditor (the Certificate of the Audit 

Chamber of Ukraine) and Certified Accounting Practitioner (the CAP 

Certificate). He also holds membership in the Regional EMEA Advisory 

Council and Public Sector Committee within the frameworks of the Baker 

Tilly International network as well as in the East Europe Foundation Board. 

Mr. Pochkun is an initiator and Vice-President of the SUP (Union of 

Ukrainian Entrepreneurs). He is married and has four sons. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Richard James POLLARD is the Managing Partner of PwC in Ukraine 

resident in Kyiv. Starting from 2012 he has been a member pf the PwC’s 

CEE Regional Leadership Team. Mr. Pollard has 34 years’ experience with 

PwC, of which 22 years he has been the company’s Partner. Mr. Pollard has 

had formal secondments to Paris, Tokyo, and Moscow. Throughout his 

career most of Mr. Pollard’s client work has been on multinational clients, 

especially in the oil and gas sector. In addition, he has led PwC’s Global 

Development function for three years. Mr. Pollard is a graduate in Law from 

Oxford University, and is a fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in 

England and Wales (ICAEW). 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Alina POLYAKOVA is the Director of Research for Europe and Eurasia at 

the Atlantic Council in Washington, DC. She is an expert on European 

populism and author of the book “The Dark Side of European Integration”. 

Dr. Polyakova is also a Senior Research Fellow, member of the Council on 

Foreign Relations, and a frequent media commentator on developments in 

Ukraine, Russian foreign policy, and European politics. Her writings have 

appeared in The New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Foreign Affairs, 

Foreign Policy, The American Interest, Newsweek, and academic journals. 

She has been a fellow at the Eurasia Foundation, the Woodrow Wilson 

International Center for Scholars, the Fulbright Foundation, the National 

Science Foundation, the Social Science Research Council, the International 

Research and Exchanges Board (IREX), and a Senior Research Fellow and 

Lecturer at the University of Bern. Previously, Dr. Polyakova has served as 

an adviser to non-governmental organizations in Europe and the United 

States working to promote democratic transparency, accountability, and 

governance reform in Eastern Europe. She has also taught at the University 

of California, Berkeley, and the University of Bern, Switzerland. Dr. 

Polyakova holds a PhD and MA in Sociology from the University of 

California, Berkeley, and a BA in Economics and Sociology with highest 

honors from Emory University. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Hermine POPPELLER is Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 

the Republic of Austria in Ukraine. She presented the Letters of Credence to 

H.E. Mr. Petro Poroshenko, President of Ukraine, on 26 May 2015. Prior to 

her assignment in Ukraine Ambassador Poppeller was Head of the 

Department for Property Management at the Foreign Ministry in Vienna. She 

entered the Foreign Service in 1992. She served as Deputy Head of Mission 

in Ottawa (1994-1997) and Budapest (1997-2000). Between 2000 and 2003 

she was working at the Foreign Ministry in Vienna dealing with Coreper I 

coordination. In 2003 Ambassador Poppeller was appointed Consul General 

in Krakow, Poland, where she also was Director of the Austrian Cultural 

Institute. In 2007 she became the Austrian Ambassador to Latvia where she 

served until summer 2011. Ambassador Poppeller holds a Master’s degree 

in Philology. Before she entered the Austrian Foreign Service she worked as 

University lecturer at the Hankuk University of Foreign Studies in Seoul, 

South Korea for five years and at the NGO Afro-Asiatic Institute in Vienna for 

two years. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Arnoldas PRANCKEVIČIUS is Head of the European Commission 

Representation in Lithuania. Before joining the Commission in October 2016, 

he spent eleven years at the European Parliament in Brussels, serving, for 

seven years, as diplomatic adviser to EP Presidents Martin Schulz and Jerzy 

Buzek and advising them on Russia, Eastern Partnership, Western Balkans, 

Turkey and Asia. In 2012-2013, Mr. Pranckevičius advised Cox-Kwasniewski 

special mediation mission in Ukraine. He also has the experience of working 

in the European Parliament's Committee for Foreign Affairs and with the 

inter-parliamentary delegations for relations with Russia, Ukraine and 

Belarus. In 2004-2006, Mr. Pranckevičius served as the Domestic Policy 

Adviser to Lithuania's President Valdas Adamkus. He holds an MA in EU 

Affairs from Sciences Po Paris and a BA in International Relations from 

Colgate University, USA. Mr. Pranckevičius also studied in Geneva and 

Washington, DC, as well as at the Journalism Institute of Vilnius University. 

He briefly worked at the UNESCO, United States Senate and Radio Free 

Europe / Radio Liberty. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Oksana PRODAN is Member of the Ukrainian Parliament. She represents 

interests of small and medium Ukrainian business in the parliament and is an 

outspoken promoter of reforms and deregulation in the country for economic 

growth and sustainable development. In 2008-2010 she chaired the Board of 

Entrepreneurs under the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine. In 2010 Ms. 

Prodan was a co-organizer of the employers’ protests against tax pressure 

of SMEs and then was elected as a Head of the Ukrainian Association of 

Small and Medium Business. In 2012 she was elected and in 2014 re-

elected to the Parliament of Ukraine, where she sits on the Committee on 

Tax and Customs Policy, and Parliamentary group on Inter-parliamentary 

Relations with Israel, and serves as representative Chairman of the 

Association of UkrainianCities. She takes the first place among the 

Verkhovna Rada reformers according to the Reanimation Package of 

Reforms. Ms. Prodan was born in Chernivtsy, Ukraine. In 1996 she 

graduated from Chernivtsi State University majoring in International 

Economics and in Law. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Oleg PROKHORENKO is CEO and Chairman of the Board of 

UkrGasVydobuvannya (UGV) since June 2015. UGV is Ukraine’s largest 

natural gas producer, with ~15 bcm pa of production (~75% of Ukraine’s 

total), and one of the largest companies in Ukraine. Prior to UGV, Mr. 

Prokhorenko spent almost 8 years as associate principal, engagement 

manager and consultant with McKinsey & Company in Kyiv, Ukraine and 

Dubai, OAE. At McKinsey he worked with largest private companies and 

significant state institutions in oil and gas, power generation, metals and 

mining, and public sector on strategy development, operational 

improvement, and organization restructuring. Mr. Prokhorenko holds a 

Master’s degree in Public Policy from Harvard Kennedy School and a 

Bachelor’s degree in Economics and Government (with honors) from 

Dartmouth College. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Ivan PRYMACHENKO is a co-founder of the non-profit Ukrainian massive 

open online courses platform Prometheus. In that capacity he leads strategy 

and courses development, manages partnerships and PR relationships. 

Within last 30 months, Mr. Prymachenko increased the number of registered 

students to 400,000 and the number of unique visitors to 2,500,000. He also 

oversaw the launch of more than 50 free courses taught by leading 

Ukrainian institutions, including Taras Shevchenko, National Technical, and 

Ukrainian Catholic universities and translation of world’s top MOOCs by 

Harvard and Stanford into Ukrainian. Mr. Prymachenko worked directly with 

government representatives to launch classes on procurement management 

taught by Ministry of Economic Development officials. He negotiated and 

managed relationships with key stakeholders, including the OSCE, Council 

of Europe, Microsoft Ukraine, and EY Ukraine. In addition, he introduced a 

national blended learning pilot in collaboration with top Ukrainian 

universities, making Prometheus courses mandatory and a part of the 

curriculum at eleven universities. Mr. Prymachenko was awarded People of 

the New Age Award provided by “Novoye Vremia” Magazine and Kyiv Post 

Top 30 Under 30 Award in 2016, and Forbes Ukraine 30 Under 30 Award in 

2015. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Vadym PRYSTAIKO is the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and Chief of 

Staff at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine. He started his public career 

in 1994 joining the Ministry of Foreign Economic Relations and Trade of 

Ukraine where he held the posts of Economist, Head of Division, and Deputy 

Head of the Department of Trade and Economic Relations (Africa, Asia and 

Pacific Region). In 1997, Ambassador Prystaiko started to work at the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine as the Deputy Head of Division (Asia 

and Pacific Region), Fifth Territorial Directorate General. He has extensive 

diplomatic experience gained when serving as Consul at the Consulate 

General of Ukraine in Sydney, Australia (2000-2001); Consultant of the 

Foreign Policy Directorate at the Administration of the President of Ukraine 

(2001-2002); Political Counselor and Chargé d’Affaires of Ukraine to Canada 

(2002-2006); Deputy Director of NATO Directorate General at the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of Ukraine (2007-2009), and Minister-Counselor and DCM at 

the Embassy of Ukraine to the USA (2009-2012). In 2012 he was appointed 

as the Ambassador of Ukraine to Canada and discharged those functions 

until 2014. Ambassador Prystaiko is a graduate of Kyiv Polytechnic Institute 

(1994) and also holds a Master’s degree from the Ukrainian Academy of 

Foreign Trade (1998). He is married and has two sons. Ambassador 

Prystaiko is fluent in English and Russian. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Victoria PTASHNYK is a member of the Ukrainian Parliament, member of 

the Committee on Economic Policy, member of the Constitution Committee 

of Ukraine, and of the Judicial Reform Advisory Council under the President 

of Ukraine. She is a co-founder of the inter-faction group “EuroOptimists”, a 

group of the newly elected and reform-directed MPs. Prior to being elected 

to the Parliament, Ms. Ptashnyk had more than ten years of experience in 

the legal field. As a former antitrust lawyer, she pushes the competition 

reform in the Parliament. She is an author of parts of the Coalition 

Agreement, dedicated to the antitrust reform. Ms. Ptashnyk initiated a 

number of draft laws related to Antimonopoly Committee of Ukraine, aimed 

to ensure sound business environment and encourage investments. Ms. 

Ptashnyk is also involved in constitutional, decentralization, judicial and other 

major reforms. She is the author of a number of draft laws, designed to solve 

crucial problems in the IP rights protection and bring world's best corporate 

governance standards into the Ukrainian legislation. Ms. Ptashnyk closely 

cooperates with Ukrainian civic, expert and business communities, involving 

them in law drafting and communication processes on key reforms. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Valery PUSHNYA is with Credit Suisse from March 2010 as a Managing 

Director and Head of Fixed Income department with responsibility to cover 

Local Currency EMEA Russia and CIS products range such as Bonds, Rates 

and FX trading. Mr. Pushnya joined Credit Suisse in March 2010 from 

Deutsche Bank where he worked as a Managing Director covering Rates 

and FX trading in Russia and CIS, acting as a Head of Treasury. While being 

with Deutsche Bank he rebuilt the fixed income business in Russia and CIS 

after the loss of the whole team to VTB, hired and managed a team of ten 

responsible for FX, Rates, Bonds and options trading in the region. Team's 

PNL in 2009 was EUR 270. Prior to this, Mr. Pushnya worked for Merrill 

Lynch International in the London office in 2007 and 2008 as a Director and 

Head of Local Markets Trading Russia and CIS. During his work at ML he 

started Russia FICC business in ML Russia. He hired and managed a team 

of six, managed FX options book for Russia and CIS and developed local 

clients business in exotic derivatives. Before that he was with Deutsche 

Bank in Russia from 2004 as a Director and Head of Local Markets 

derivatives Russia and CIS. His aim was to start local markets derivatives 

business for Deutsche Bank and establish them as a premier market maker 

in RUB FX options which he achieved successfully. He also developed local 

franchise in options linked structured products and initiated trading in exotic 

FX derivatives and hybrid structures. Prior to this, Mr. Pushnya worked for 

two years at NIKOIL in Russia as a Director and a Head of Debt Capital 

Markets with responsibilities for driving the investment banking arm of Lukoil, 

Russia's largest oil company, to a premier position in local debt origination: 

started DCM business in Nikoil with first public debt issues for energy and 

construction companies and first structured bonds issues on Russian bond 

market. Previously, Mr. Pushnya worked at VR Capital as Associate Fund 

Manager and participated in building distressed debt fund. Average annual 

returns of 100%, fund tripled in size during each of the first two years. He 

participated as a key player in Ukrainian Eurobonds exchange. Mr. Pushnya 

started his career in Renaissance Capital Moscow, Russia back in 1998 as 

Associate at FX options trading on CME, MICEX and Structured trading. Mr. 

Pushnya graduated in 1992 from the University of Kharkiv with a Master’s 

degree in Physics and Mathematics. After this he finished the University of 

Maryland, College Park, USA in 1996 with a PhD. 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Andriy PYVOVARSKYI was Minister of Infrastructure of Ukraine (2014-

2016). He was responsible for running global reform aimed at streamlining 

the operation of all sectors of transport, harmonizing with the European 

standards, attracting investments and facilitating business interactions in the 

branch. Before joining the Ukrainian Government in 2014, he worked as the 

CEO at the Continium holding company where he restructured fuel business 

of Continium (WOG) and created a holding structure with the consolidation 

of all assets in Ukraine. Mr. Pyvovarsky worked as the Managing Director of 

Investment Banking Department at Dragon Capital (2006-2012). Since 

joining the firm, he actively participated in deals raising more than $3 billion 

in equity and debt capital for Ukrainian businesses and government 

institutions. In 2003-2006 Mr. Pyvovarskyi served as the Investment Officer 

at the International Finance Corporation where he managed a $150 million 

investment portfolio of the IFC in Central and Eastern Europe. Mr. 

Pyvovarkyi graduated from Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv 

with an MA in History in 2000, and The Fletcher School of Law and 

Diplomacy, Tufts University of Boston with an MA in International Business 

and Finance in 2003.  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Ruslan RADETSKYI is the Deputy Head of the National Agency on 

Corruption Prevention bearing responsibility for financial control, i.e. 

verification of submitting, in due time and proper form, electronic 

declarations by those authorized to perform functions at the state bodies or 

local authorities, arrangement of lifestyle monitoring of the declaration 

subjects, formation and maintenance of the register of electronic 

declarations, with a view to taking measures regarding the violations 

discovered. He is also in charge of the organizational and informational 

provision of Ukraine’s representation at the European Court of Human 

Rights and execution of decisions thereof. Mr. Radetskyi has gained 

professional experience working at the position of the Assistant to the Head 

of the Management Board of the Pension Fund of Ukraine. Mr. Radetskyi 

studied at the Department of Military Training of the Lviv Polytechnic State 

University in 1994-1999 and, subsequently, received his degree in 

International Information. In 2002-2003, he attended Zhytomyr State 

Technological University and earned degree in Economics. In 2008, Mr. 

Radetskyi graduated from Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv 

obtaining his degree in Law. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Vladyslav RASHKOVAN is an Alternative Executive Director at the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) representing Ukraine and fourteen other 

states on the IMF Executive Board. Prior to joining the IMF, Mr. Rashkovan 

served as Deputy Governor and a Member of the Board of the National Bank 

of Ukraine (NBU) being responsible for the development and implementation 

of the strategy for the Ukrainian banking sector reforms and a turnaround 

transformation project within the National Bank of Ukraine. Before joining the 

NBU in 2014, Mr. Rashkovan spent eight years working with the UniCredit 

Group, holding the position of CFO and Deputy CEO of UniCredit Bank 

Ukraine. Previously, in 2000, Mr. Rashkovan served as a strategic 

consultant in M&A field. Mr. Rashkovan has been widely engaged in non-

profit activities having co-chaired the Banking and Financial Committee of 

the American Chamber of Commerce in Ukraine in 2010-2013 and having 

set on the Board of the Kyiv School of Economics in 2012-2014. He 

graduated from the Banking Department of the Odessa State Economic 

University in 2000 and later was a researcher at the University of Genova 

(Italy) and the Institute of the World Economics of the Hungarian Academy of 

Science (Hungary). 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Ernst REICHEL is Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 

Federal Republic of Germany to Ukraine since August 2016. He was born in 

1960 in Lagos, Nigeria. He studied Law at the University of Bonn from which 

he received a Doctorate. In 1988, Dr. Reichel joined the German Foreign 

Service. His first assignment abroad took him to Leningrad (St. Petersburg) 

in 1990. From 1992 to 1996 he occupied the position of a political desk 

officer for Russia. From 1996, Ambassador Reichel served for three years 

the German Permanent Representation to the United Nations in New York. 

Following this he worked in the International Law Division of the German 

Foreign Office. From 2000 to 2003 he was the Deputy Head of Division for 

EU Policy and Institutional Issues. Then Dr. Reichel served as Deputy 

Director in the Private Office of the NATO Secretary General. In 2007 he 

started to head the Division for Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, Moldova and 

Eastern Partnership in the German Foreign Office. In 2011 he became 

Ambassador in Pristina, Kosovo. In 2013 Ambassador Reichel was assigned 

the post of Special Envoy for South Eastern Europe, Turkey and the EFTA 

states. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Bojana J. REINER is Associate Director for Policy Engagements and Grants 

Adviser at the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), 

based in London. In this role, Ms. Reiner oversees the delivery of key reform 

policy engagements across EMEA (including the Ukraine Reforms Support 

Architecture) and deployment of around €100 million donor funds annually. 

Previously, she was Adviser to the EBRD Chief Economist, responsible for 

development and implementation of the Office of the Chief Economist’s 

strategy and priorities concerning public policy, government affairs and 

stakeholder relations with key decision-makers across the EBRD region of 

operations. She joined the EBRD in 2006 from Kroll Associates, where she 

was Intelligence and Investigations Consultant, responsible for investigations 

of business interests, political connections and corporate relationships. Prior 

to working at Kroll, she spent seven years as News Writer and Presenter at 

BBC and previously worked as Legislative Adviser at the US Congress in 

Washington DC. Ms. Reiner holds a First class Master’s degree in 

International Law, and a BA in International Relations and Economics. She 

is proficient in six languages. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Sir Malcolm Leslie RIFKIND KCMG QC is a British politician who served in 

various roles as a cabinet minister under Prime Ministers Margaret Thatcher 

and John Major. He became a member of the Cabinet in 1986 as Secretary 

of State for Scotland. In 1992 he was appointed Secretary of State for 

Defence, and in 1995-97 he held the post of Foreign Secretary. He was one 

of only four ministers to serve throughout the terms of Prime Ministers 

Margaret Thatcher and John Major. In 1997 he was knighted in recognition 

of his public service. Sir Malcolm served as UK representative on the 

Commonwealth Eminent Persons Group 2010-2011 and as Chairman of the 

Intelligence and Security Committee of Parliament, which provides oversight 

of the UK’s intelligence agencies from 2010 until 2015. He is currently a 

member of the OSCE’s Eminent Persons Group which is to report on 

relations between Russia and the West. Sir Malcolm has also served a 

Visiting Professor at King’s College, London, since 2015. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Lord RISBY is the Chairman of the British Ukrainian Society. He was 

elected as the Conservative MP for Bury St. Edmunds in 1992-1997, for 

West Suffolk in 1997-2010, and raised to the peerage in 2010. Lord Risby 

was appointed by David Cameron, at first, as the Vice Chairman of the 

Conservative Party & Co-Chairman of the Conservative City Circle in 2005-

2010 and later as the Prime Ministerial Trade Envoy for Algeria Governor 

from the end of 2012 until present. He acted as the Director of the 

Westminster Foundation for Democracy in 2003-2009 and as the Co-

Chairman of the World Economic Forum’s Global Agenda Council on 

Ukraine in 2012-2014. As for his prior parliamentary career, Lord Risby was 

the Deputy Chairman of the Small Business Bureau & Chairman of the Small 

Business Bureau Parliamentary Advisory Group (1995), Parliamentary 

Private Secretary in the Northern Ireland Office at the Department of Trade & 

Industry and  at the Ministry of Defense (1993-1997), Shadow Frontbench 

Spokesman for Culture, Media & Sport (appointed 1997), Shadow Minister 

for Foreign & Commonwealth Affairs (2000-2004), Shadow Minister for 

Financial Services (2004) and Shadow Paymaster General (thereafter until 

December 2005 ). Prior to this, he was also the VP of Merrill Lynch (1976-

1986), Deputy MD of E F Hutton Int’l Assoc. (1986), Executive Director of 

Shearson Lehman Hutton (1988) and MD of Furman Selz (1989). Lord Risby 

studied at Cape Town University, Rondebosch, and subsequently at the 

Magdalene College, University of Cambridge, where he received an MA in 

Economics. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Pavlo RIZANENKO is a Member of the Parliament of Ukraine where he 

serves as Deputy Chairman of Special Control Commission on Privatization, 

sits on the Financial Policy and Banking Committees and is a member of the 

Petro Poroshenko Bloc faction. He also holds membership in the 

Interfactional Association "EuroOptimists". Mr. Rizanenko has started his 

professional career as a senior auditor at the audit company Ernst & Young. 

In 1999, after becoming an investment banker, he has moved to the Russian 

Federation where he worked with an investment company "Troika Dialog", 

and later with an investment company “Renaissance Capital" being 

responsible for deals in the mining and metal industries. Mr. Rizanenko also 

was a member of the Board of Directors of "VSMPO-AVISMA Corporation" 

(Russia), an international leader in production of titanium. In 2010, he was 

elected to the local city council and subsequently to the Verkhovna Rada. 

Mr. Rizanenko was a Member of the Budget Committee (2012-2014) 

working mostly with state budget and state debt. Mr. Rizanenko has 

graduated from Graceland College (USA). He also has received an 

international professional certificate of Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA). 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Berel RODAL is a founder and Board Director of the Ukrainian Jewish 

Encounter (UJE) Initiative, and Chair of the Advisory Board. He provides 

strategic advice and related services to clients in the private and public 

sectors. He sits as a Partner, Advisor to or Board Member of various growth-

oriented, innovative investment and technology enterprises, NGOs, and 

think-tanks in North America, Europe, and Asia. His professional experience 

as a senior official in the Government of Canada for twenty years included 

policy-making, planning, and executive responsibilities in the foreign affairs, 

international trade, defense, security, economic, and social domains. He was 

a Member of Canada’s Negotiating Team for the Canada-US Free Trade 

Agreement, the precursor of NAFTA, the largest agreement of such nature 

ever concluded. He writes and lectures on nationalism and political identity, 

the state and governance issues, and international political and security 

affairs. Mr. Rodal holds degrees from McGill and Oxford Universities. He 

served as Vice Chair of the International Center on Nonviolent Conflict, 

based in Washington, DC, and is a founder of the North American Forum. 

He was awarded the Queen Elizabeth II Golden Jubilee Medal in 2002 and 

the Diamond Jubilee Medal in 2013. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Yaroslav ROMANCHUK is the President of the Ukrainian Business 

Association in Poland, Attorney at Law, and Managing Partner of the 

International Legal Center EUCON (Kyiv and Warsaw offices). Mr. 

Romanchuk focuses on the most complicated issues of corporate and tax 

law, transfer pricing, commercialization of IP rights objects and tax planning 

with the use of non-material assets, corporate restructuring and assets 

protection. He has been highly recognized by the respected legal guides 

such as Chambers Europe, The Legal 500 EMEA, and Ukrainian Law Firms 

as a leading national expert in the field of Tax. In 2015 and 2017 he has also 

become the winner of the Legal Awards Ukraine in the nomination “The best 

lawyer in tax disputes”.Mr. Romanchuk participates in legislative processes 

during draft tax laws creation and improvement. He is an author of numerous 

publications in Ukrainian and foreign media and regularly takes part in 

various conferences, forums, round tables, and workshops in Ukraine and 

abroad. Mr. Romanchuk holds membership in the Entrepreneurial Council 

under the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine and in the Public Council at the 

Ministry of Finance of Ukraine. He is also a Partner of the TPA Global 

(Amsterdam). 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Mattia ROMANI is Managing Director for Economics, Policy and 

Governance at the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development. He 

is also Senior Visiting Fellow at the Grantham Research Institute at the 

London School of Economics. Before joining the EBRD in 2014, he was the 

Deputy Director General and Chief Economist of the Global Green Growth 

Institute, an international organization based in South Korea created to 

support developing and emerging countries on their green growth plans. Dr. 

Romani was previously with McKinsey and Company, where he worked as a 

senior expert since 2009. He served as Lord Nicholas Stern’s Deputy on the 

UN Secretary General High-Level Advisory Group on Climate Finance in 

2010. Between 2007 and 2009, he worked as the lead economist on the 

Stern Review team in the UK Government. He was previously at Shell 

International working on long-term scenarios. Between 1999 and 2003 he 

worked at the World Bank in Washington DC, Abidjan and Antananarivo. He 

holds a Doctorate (DPhil) in Economics from the University of Oxford and a 

MSc in Development Studies from the London School of Economics. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Sean ROONEY is Shell Vice President GR International & CIS. He joined 

Shell in 2000 after an eleven-year career at Mobil and a year with 

ExxonMobil. Dr. Rooney spent much of his career working in Latin America 

EP operations and new business development. He started working with 

Mobil EP Dallas research center where he investigated seismic acquisition 

and processing, and later was assigned to Latin America new exploration 

ventures. In Latin America he has been Argentina EP Manager for Mobil and 

Bolivia Country Manager for ExxonMobil Exploration. Dr. Rooney was 

involved in acquisition and development of producing fields in Argentina and 

exploration acreage in Bolivia including discovery of the giant Itau gas field. 

Joining Shell in 2000, he worked as New Business Development manager in 

the integrated EP / GP Southern Cone Gas & Power organization and 

moved to The Hague as Head Commercial in Global Exploration when 

exploration was reorganized as a global function in 2003. In March 2005 Dr. 

Rooney became President of the Shell Companies in Venezuela where he 

led Shell through the nationalization of the Urdaneta West field. He was 

appointed Vice President Exploration – Middle East in April 2008 where he 

served as Chairman of the Board for the South Rub al Khali joint venture 

between Saudi Aramco and Shell. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Olga RUDNIEVA is Executive Director of Elena Pinchuk ANTIAIDS 

Foundation, the largest Ukrainian private foundation devoted to the fight 

against HIV/AIDS in Ukraine. For more than 13 years the Foundation has 

been running the biggest social campaign in media improving lives of people 

infected and affected with HIV/AIDS and bringing best international 

experience into Ukraine. In 2017 the Foundation introduced latest 

developments in ARV in Ukraine and started treatment program for 1,300 

people. Ms. Rudnieva’s previous experience includes work at the Ministry of 

Health of Ukraine and local NGO and publishing house “Women’s Health” 

co-founded by Ms. Rudnieva. She has extensive expertise in venture 

philanthropy, fundraising, social corporate responsibility, improvement of 

access to medical services in developing countries, and organization of 

small and large-scale events and campaigns in media. Ms. Rudnieva has 

her blog at http://www.aids.ua/blogs/rudneva.html 
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Oleksiy RYABCHYN is a Member of the Parliament of Ukraine from 

Donetsk region. In October 2014, he was elected to the Verkhovna Rada 

with the Batkivshchyna party. He chairs the Subcommittee on Energy Saving 

and Efficiency of the Committee on Fuel and Energy Complex, Nuclear 

Policy and Nuclear Safety, and is a member of the inter-factional caucus 

"EuroOptimists" which unites civil society activists, journalists and educated 

professionals with Ukraine’s Parliament. In the beginning of 2014, Mr. 

Ryabchyn organized pro-Ukrainian rallies in restless Donetsk. Before 

entering the political arena, he worked with the Washington Post and with 

Ukraine Reforms Communications Taskforce as international 

communications strategy manager. Mr. Ryabchyn is focused on promoting 

renewables, sustainable development, and green economy at both global 

and national scales as well as on supporting displaced universities that fled 

from Donbas and Crimea. Mr. Ryabchyn received his PhD in Economics 

from the Donetsk National University and MSc in Innovation and 

Sustainability for International Development, SPRU, from the University of 

Sussex, UK. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Yuriy RYZHENKOV is Chairman of the Executive Committee, Director of the 

Management Board and Chief Executive Officer (since December 2013) in 

METINVEST HOLDING, LLC. Before that, he held senior positions at DTEK 

(also part of SCM), namely, serving as Chief Operating Officer and Director, 

and Chief Financial Officer. Prior to DTEK, he worked as Chief Financial 

Officer of International Steel and Tube Industries Limited (ISTIL, Donetsk 

and London), in the finance business units of Mini Steel Mill ISTIL (Ukraine) 

and at Donetsk Iron and Steel Works. Mr. Ryzhenkov has a degree in 

Economics from the Donetsk State Technical University and in Business 

Management from King’s College, UK. He also holds an MBA from the 

London Business School. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Oleksandr SAIENKO is a Ukrainian statesman and politician who serves as 

the Minister at the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine (since April 14, 2016). 

Within Volodymyr Hroisman's Government, he is responsible for the 

implementation of priority reforms and coordination of work of the Secretariat 

of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine. Mr. Saienko heads the Reforms 

Delivery Office under the Prime Minister of Ukraine. In April 2017, the 

Cabinet of Ministers appointed him as a Chairman of the Coordination 

Council for Public Administration Reform. In 2014, Mr. Saienko worked as an 

advisor to the Vice Prime Minister and Minister of Regional Development, 

Construction, Housing and Utilities of Ukraine. In 2015, he headed the 

Secretariat of the Chairman of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine. He 

graduated from the Anton Makarenko Kyiv Professional and Pedagogical 

College and, later, from the National University of State Tax Service of 

Ukraine (2006) with a major in Jurisprudence. He holds a PhD from the 

Legislation Institute of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Martin SAJDIK was appointed Special Representative of the OSCE 

Chairperson-in-Office in Ukraine on 22 June 2015. Prior to this, Ambassador 

Sajdik has served as the Permanent Representative of Austria to the United 

Nations, the People’s Republic of China, Mongolia and the Democratic 

People’s Republic of Korea.From 2003 until 2007, Ambassador Sajdik was 

the Director General for Economic Affairs and European Integration. 

Between postings at the Austrian Embassy in Moscow (1980-1985 and 

1989-1991) and with the Executive Secretariat of the Conference on 

Security and Cooperation in Europe in Vienna (1986-1987), he held 

executive positions at a major Austrian construction company and an 

Austrian Bank in Moscow. Earlier in his career, he served at the Permanent 

Representation of Austria to the United Nations Office at Geneva. 

Ambassador Sajdik studied Law, International Law and International 

Relations in Vienna, Moscow and Bologna, and received his Doctorate 

degree in Law in Vienna in 1971. He is the author of several books on the 

EU enlargement process published in Austria, Germany, the USA and, most 

recently, in China. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Jean-Pierre SALTIEL served as President of the Rothschild Conseil 

International (1999-2004), France. He was educated in Paris at the 

Sorbonne University at the Faculty of Law and Economics, l'Institute 

d'Etudes Politiques and the School of Oriental Languages. He received a 

PhD in Economic History and also took his pre-doctorate studies at the 

Moscow State University (MGU). Dr. Saltiel served at the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs of France, as Deputy Director of “Credit Industriel et Commercial”, 

and Partner at “Maison Lazard et Cre” (Paris). 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Giovanni SALVETTI specializes in transitional economies with a focus on 

CIS-CEE. He joined Rothschild in 2003, has since advised on M&A, debt 

and equity projects in different sectors, particularly in the banking, 

consumer/agricultural, energy, healthcare and industrial sector. Mr. Salvetti 

has also gained a solid experience in consulting governments. In the CIS, he 

advised the Government of Ukraine and of Belarus. He also was a Partner of 

the M&A boutique Franco Bernabè & C. Spa from 1999 to 2003. Prior to 

that, he worked as a strategic consultant in Poland, the Czech Republic, 

Slovak Republic and the former Yugoslavia. Giovanni advised on a number 

of projects with a total value in excess of 25 billion euro, including advising 

the Ukrainian Metinvest holding on its 3,5 billion USD debt restructuring 

(ongoing), Mr. Petro Poroshenko on the sale of its stake in Roshen (ongoing) 

and Ukrainian Mriya Agro’s creditors cocoms (both bonds and banks) on 

creditors’ take over, raising working capital and restructuring its 1,2 billion 

USD debt (2015) and disposing of Vitol’s Russian oil production assets to a 

Russian industrial group (2015). Giovanni graduated from Bocconi University 

(1996) and holds a Master’s degree in International Economy from the 

Erasmus University. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Guillaume SCHEURER is the Ambassador of Switzerland to Ukraine and 

Moldova with Residence in Kyiv (Ukraine) since 2015. Ambassador 

Scheurer received his Law degree from the University of Neuchâtel and has 

a lawyer license issued by the same canton. Following graduation he started 

to work in the private sector of the Swiss economy. After joining diplomatic 

service at the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) of Switzerland 

in 1992, he completed internship in Bern, South Africa and Geneva, where in 

1994 he got a diploma in International Security Policy from the Geneva 

Institute of International and Development Studies. In the same year, 

Ambassador Scheurer started to work at the Policy and Studies Division, 

Direction for Development and Cooperation (DEZA). In 1995, he switched to 

the Task Force for the Swiss Chairmanship of the Organization for Security 

and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) in 1996. In 1997, Ambassador Scheurer 

was appointed as the Deputy Head of the OSCE Section in Bern and the 

“Partnership for Peace” at Political Section of the FDFA. In 1998, he was 

sent for service to the Swiss Delegation to the OSCE in Vienna. Later, 

Ambassador Scheurer became the Deputy Chief of Mission at the Swiss 

Embassy in Iran. After returning back to Bern in 2005, he served as the 

Deputy Head of the Political Division for Human Security and in 2009-2013 

as the Deputy Head of the Swiss Embassy in the United States of America. 

In 2013, he was sent to Vienna for the post of Deputy Head of the 

Delegation of the Swiss Mission to the OSCE during preparation for the 

Swiss Chairmanship in this organization. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Karl SCHLÖGEL is German Professor Emeritus, historian and writer. He 

studied Philosophy, East European History and Sociology at Free University 

in Berlin from which he received a PhD in Sociology in 1981. After 

completing his studies in Moscow and Leningrad in the early 1980s he 

worked as a freelance writer and translator. In 1990 he started to teach East 

European History at the University of Konstanz. After the German 

reunification he moved to the European University of Viadrina in 

Frankfurt(Oder) at the German-Polish border, founded in 1991. There he 

mainly worked on the cultural history of Russia of the 19th and 20th 

centuries, ethnic cleansing and forced migration in Eastern and Central 

Europe and the re-emergence of urban cultures in this region in the last 

century. His book “Moscow 1937” has been highly appraised and received 

the Leipzig Book prize. Prof. Schlögel is writing for a number of German-

language newspapers like Die Zeit, Süddeutsche Zeitung, Neue Zürcher 

Zeitung, and Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung. He was a visiting professor and 

fellow in Oxford, Budapest, Uppsala, and Berlin. Prof. Schlögel’s latest book 

is “The Soviet Century. Archeology of a Vanishing world”. Since 2014 he has 

been visiting Ukraine regularly. His book “Decision in Kijv. Ukrainian lessons” 

has been published in Ukrainian and Russian. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Douglas E. SCHOEN (Esq.) has been one of the most influential 

Democratic campaign consultants for over thirty years. A founding partner 

and former principal strategist for the internationally known polling and 

consulting firm Penn, Schoen and Berland, he is also the Founder and 

Principal of Douglas E. Schoen LLC in New York City. Mr. Schoen is widely 

recognized as one of the innovators of the modern polling and research 

business. His political clients include former President Bill Clinton, as well as 

former New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg. He has worked for a 

number of US senators and governors, in particular, former Indiana Senator 

and Governor Evan Bayh, and a number of leading American corporations 

including Time Warner, Procter & Gamble and AT&T. Internationally, he has 

worked for the heads of states of over 15 countries. Mr. Schoen is the author 

of multiple books including “The Nixon Effect: How Richard Nixon’s 

Presidency Fundamentally Changed American Politics” and “Return to 

Winter: Russia, China and the New Cold War Against America.” Mr. Schoen 

is a regular contributor to the Wall Street Journal, the Washington Post and 

various other newspaper and online publications, as well as Fox News, 

where he is also a contributor. Mr. Schoen is a graduate of Harvard College 

and of the Harvard Law School, and he has a PhD in Politics from the 

University of Oxford. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Dirk SCHUEBEL is a German national who currently heads the Eastern 

Partnership Bilateral Division of the European External Action Service. Since 

1992, Mr. Schuebel has held various positions within the European 

Commission, European External Action Service and German Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs. Following a diplomatic posting as Head of the Political and 

Press Section at the Delegation to Ukraine and Belarus, Mr. Schuebel 

served as Head of Delegation to the Republic of Moldova. He has also 

worked at the Commission's DG Energy and Transport, DG Enlargement 

and DG Trade. Earlier in his career, Mr. Schuebel specialized in foreign 

trade and foreign trade promotion working at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

of Germany. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Martin SCHUMACHER is Chief Executive Officer of METRO Cash & Carry 

Ukraine as of January 2015. Mr. Schumacher joined METRO Cash & Carry 

Ukraine as Commercial Director in July 2013. In that capacity he was 

responsible for marketing, supply chain, buying and merchandising strategy 

for MCC Ukraine. Mr. Schumacher has gained extensive experience which 

contributed to his role at Metro Ukraine. From 2009 to 2013, he worked at 

AlixPartners LLP, NY, a global turnaround and restructuring firm. He was a 

member of the firm’s retail practice. During that time, Mr. Schumacher held 

several interim management roles, including Commercial Director at BI-LO 

Supermarkets, Greenville, and SC and Operations Director at MAKRO Cash 

& Carry, UK. Prior to AlixPartners LLP, he held senior executive positions at 

the Pepsi Bottling Group, NY, and The Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea Co., NJ, 

a leading US grocery retail chain. Martin holds an MBA degree from the 

University of Fribourg, Switzerland. He is a citizen of both Germany and the 

USA. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Francisco SEIXAS DA COSTA is currently a Member of the Boards of 

Directors of several companies, such as Jerónimo Martins SGPS, Portugal 

and Mota-Engil Africa, NV, The Netherlands. A career diplomat since 1975, 

he served at the Portuguese Embassies in Norway, Angola and the United 

Kingdom. Between 1995 and 2001, he was Secretary of State for European 

Affairs. After 2001, he was successively Ambassador to the United Nations 

in New York, to the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Vienna, to 

Brazil, France and cumulatively to UNESCO. He was Chairman of the 

General Council of Trás-os-Montes e Alto Douro University. He is a 

consultant of the Faculty of Economy at Coimbra University, and of the 

Faculty of Social and Human Sciences at Nova University in Lisbon. He was 

Executive Director of the North-South Centre of the Council of Europe. Since 

2013, he has also chaired the Consultative Council of Calouste Gulbenkian 

Foundation and member of the Strategic Consultative Council of Mota-Engil 

SGPS SA. Since 2014, he has been a Professor at Autónoma University of 

Lisbon and Non-Executive Independent Director of Mota-Engil Africa, NV. 

He writes regularly in the press and is an author of several books on 

international relations and security issues. Ambassador Francisco Seixas da 

Costa is a Portuguese national, born in 1948. He has a degree in Political 

and Social Sciences from the Technical University of Lisbon. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Ostap SEMERAK is Minister of Ecology and Natural Resources of Ukraine. 

He has led the Ministry with the ultimate responsibility for shaping and 

implementing the national environmental policy to ensure its most efficient 

integration into the life of civil and economic sectors. Mr. Semerak was a 

Member of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine with the People`s Front faction 

(2014-2016). At that time he was the First Deputy Chairman of the 

Committee on European Integration of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine. 

Since February 2015 until April 2016 he served as Co-chair of the EU-

Ukraine Parliamentary Association Committee. He also held the office of the 

Minister of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine (2014). Prior to that, Mr. 

Semerak has worked as Project Manager at the Ukrainian Reform Support 

Foundation (2013-2014), and Deputy Head of the Kyiv Regional State 

Administration (2006-2007).  He holds a Bachelor`s degree in Social Science 

and Master`s Degree in Political Science from the National University of 

“Kyiv-Mohyla Academy” as well as a Master`s degree in Physics from Ivan 

Franko Lviv National University. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Nataliia SEVOSTIANOVA is First Deputy Minister at the Ministry of Justice 

of Ukraine since January 2015. She studied at Odessa National Academy of 

Law and successfully graduated in 2008 with a Master’s degree in Law. After 

graduation Ms. Sevostianova was admitted to PhD studies at the 

Department of International Law and International Relations of Odessa 

National Academy of Law. In 2011 she defended her thesis “Appeal to the 

European Court of Human Rights as the realization of the right to justice” 

and gained a PhD in Law. Later in 2012 Ms. Sevostianova was appointed as 

an Associate Professor at the Department of International Law and 

International Relations of Odessa National Academy of Law. In 2013 she 

successfully passed national qualifying examinations and received a BAR 

certificate. In March, 2014 Ms. Sevostianova took up the position of the 

Government Agent for the European Court of Human Rights and work in 

such a capacity until January, 2015. She was born in 1986 in Cherkasy. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Igor SHAROV is Economic Adviser at Holding Company International 

Economic Committee. He has experience of working as a recreation 

therapist, head of trade union and teacher at Kirovohrad Pedagogical 

Institute. Mr. Sharov held a number of senior managerial positions such as 

CEO of the "Inkopmark" company (Kropyvnytskyi), First Vice President of 

PJSC Corporation "Republic", Chairman of the Board of closed JSC 

“Intergaz” (Kyiv). He also served as Permanent Representative of the 

President of Ukraine in the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, Advisor of the 

President of Ukraine, and Deputy Minister of the Cabinet of Ministers of 

Ukraine. From 1995 to 2014 Mr. Sharov was a Member of Ukraine’s 

Parliament. He is an author and co-author of 194 legislative initiatives. In 

1987 he graduated from the A.S.Pushkin Kirovohrad Pedagogical Institute 

majoring in History and Social Sciences. In 1998 he received a degree in 

Economics from the Academy of Labour and Social Affairs, Kyiv. In 1991 Mr. 

Sharov finished his postgraduate studies at Kyiv State Institute of Foreign 

Languages. He also holds a PhD in History. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Pavlo SHEREMETA is a Ukrainian economist and a former Minister of 

Economic Development and Trade. Currently he is Managing Partner at 

Breakthrough Strategy House PRORYV. Mr. Sheremeta earned his 

undergraduate degree in Economics at the Lviv University and an MBA 

degree at Emory University in Atlanta, USA. He completed a number of 

management development programs at the Harvard Business School, the 

INSEAD Blue Ocean Strategy Institute, and the China Europe International 

Business School. In 1999, Mr. Sheremeta founded the Kyiv-Mohyla 

Business School, and became its first Dean. He also served as the Vice-

President of the Central and East European Management Development 

Association (2006-2010). Mr. Sheremeta was part of the team of the “Blue 

Ocean Strategy Institute” of Malaysia, which advised the Malaysian 

government on economic reforms (2008-2011). From November 2012 until 

February 2014 he was the President of the Kyiv School of Economics. On 

February 27, 2014, Sheremeta became the Minister of Economic 

Development and Trade of Ukraine. He then stayed on as Acting Minister 

until September 2, 2014 when the Verkhovna Rada accepted his 

resignation. Mr. Sheremeta is also a Founding Director at the School of 

Public Management at the Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv, Ukraine, and 

a Senior Fellow in Economics at CEPA - Centre for European Policy 

Analysis in Washington, D.C. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Andriy SHEVCHENKO is the Ukrainian Ambassador to Canada. He is a 

prominent Ukrainian politician, journalist and civil activist. He was a Member 

of the Ukrainian Parliament, winning seats in 2006, 2007, and 2012. He 

served as the Chairman of the Free Speech Committee and the First Deputy 

Chairman of the Human Rights Committee. Ambassador Shevchenko is the 

author of the Law on Access to Public Information. He was an active 

participant of the Euromaidan Revolution of 2013-2014. Prior to his political 

career in politics, as a seasoned journalist, he helped to establish the 5th 

Channel, the first 24/7-news channel in Ukraine, and became the face of the 

2004 Orange Revolution for TV-viewers. Ambassador Shevchenko was a 

leader of the journalists’ movement against censorship, and in 2002, 

launched the Kyiv Independent Media Union, becoming its first Chairman. In 

2005, he received the Press Freedom Award from Reporters Without 

Borders (Vienna). He holds a Master’s Degree in Journalism from Taras 

Shevchenko National University of Kyiv (1999). He is a Yale World Fellow 

(2008), Stanford Draper Hills Fellow (2009), and John Smith Fellow (2013). 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Evgeny SHEVCHENKO is the Chief Executive Officer of Carlsberg Ukraine 

since 2014. He started his career in 1996 holding various positions in the 

marketing and sales realm. In 2000, he was appointed the director of the 

Ural branch of JSC “Lebedyanskiy”. Mr. Shevchenko joined Carlsberg in 

2002 as the Director of Sales at the Zolotoy Ural plant (currently the Baltika-

Chelyabinsk branch). Later in 2004 he was appointed as the Regional 

Business Manager of the North-West Region at JSC Vena, following the 

merger of Vena and Zolotoy Ural. In 2006, he took charge of Aldaris (Latvia), 

a part of Carlsberg Group and, in 2008, was named the CEO of Carlsberg 

Uzbekistan. Prior to his current post, Mr. Shevchenko worked as the Sales 

Vice President in Russian Federation at JSC Baltika Breweries. He received 

his degree in Global Economics from the Department of Management and 

International Economic Relations of the Ural State University of Economics. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Viktor SHLINCHAK is the Founder and Head of the Board of the Institute of 

World Policy, one of the leading Ukrainian think-tanks. His area of expertise 

includes analysis of domestic and foreign policy processes as well as 

studying best international practices of governance, anti-corruption 

legislation and foreign policy. Mr. Shlinchak has twenty years of experience 

in political journalism. He also used to work as a foreign correspondent in the 

hot spots of the Balkans and Israel. As a media manager, Mr. Shlinchak ran 

one of Ukraine's biggest information holdings "Glavred-media" (2005-2010). 

Since 2010 he is the co-owner and head of the "Glavcom" information 

agency. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Roman SHPEK is a Ukrainian statesman who currently works as the Senior 

Adviser to Alfa-Bank Ukraine and holds the rank of , Ambassador 

Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary. He held the positions of First Deputy 

Minister of Economy of Ukraine (1992-1993); Minister of Economy of 

Ukraine (1993-1995); and Vice Prime Minister for Economic Policy (1995-

1996). In 1996-2000, Ambassador Shpek was the Chairman of the National 

Agency for Reconstruction and Development, subsequently the National 

Agency for Development and European Integration. For eight years, he 

served as the Head of the Mission of Ukraine to the European Union (2000-

2008). Ambassador Shpek also held membership in the NBU Supervisory 

Board (2010-2015), and, since 2014, has chaired the Council of Independent 

Association of the Banks of Ukraine. He has held the position of the Vice 

President of Alfa-Bank Ukraine since February 2008 and has served as a 

member of Supervisory Board of PJSC "Ukrsotsbank" since June 2017. 

Ambassador Shpek graduated from the Lviv Forestry Engineering Institute 

with a degree in Engineering (1976) and received a Master’s degree in 

Business Administration and International Economics from the International 

Management Institute, Kyiv (1991). 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Dmytro SHYMKIV is the Co-Chair of the Executive Reforms Committee and 

Secretary of the National Reforms Council, an advisory body to the 

President. The Committee’s main function is to prepare proposals for 

strategic planning of reforms as well as for coordination of their 

implementation and monitoring. In addition, Mr. Shymkiv is responsible for 

reorganization, innovations and implementation of e-governance in the 

President’s Administration. His achievements include drafting the President’s 

strategy for sustainable development “Ukraine 2020”, establishing the 

National Reform Council and Project Management Office for reforms, 

creating the National Reform Monitoring framework, enabling the launch of 

third generation mobile technology (3G) on a competitive basis, advancing 

the “Digital Ukraine” and “Go Global” initiatives, advocating the electronic 

public procurement system “ProZorro”, instituting the electronic petition 

service, and introducing various innovations to the Presidential 

Administration. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Viktoria SIUMAR is a Ukrainian journalist and politician. Previously she 

worked as an anchorwoman for Hromadske Radio, a freelance journalist for 

Voice of America in Ukraine, and as a lecturer at the , Institute of Journalism, 

Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv. From March to June 2014, 

Ms. Siumar served as Deputy Secretary of the National Security and 

Defence Council. Representing the People's Front party, she was elected to 

the Ukrainian parliament in the course of the 2014 Ukrainian parliamentary 

elections. Since December 2014 Ms. Siumar serves as the Chairwoman of 

the Parliamentary Committee on Freedom of Speech and Information Policy. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Marek SIWIEC is Chief Executive Officer at the Babi Yar Holocaust 

Memorial Center. He was a Member of the European Parliament in 2004-

2014. During 2011-2014 Mr. Siwiec served as President of European 

Friends of Israel (European Parliament). He acted as an EP observer of the 

parliamentary elections in Ukraine in 2006, 2010 and 2012. During 2007-

2009 Mr. Siwiec was the Vice-President of the European Parliament. He was 

Chief of the Polish National Security Bureau (National Security Adviser) and 

Co-Chair of the Consultative Committee of the Presidents of Poland and 

Ukraine in 1997-2004, and Secretary of State at the Chancellery of the 

President of the Republic of Poland in 1996-2004. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Anastasia SLEPTSOVA is an IT promoter who is responsible for developing 

and connecting the Ukrainian technology ecosystem locally and globally, 

building strategic partnerships of Unit.City and attracting new opportunities 

for the Ukrainian technology sector. She is the leader and co-founder of the 

large-scale international IT-conference “Black Sea Summit” which is aimed 

at establishing a platform for decision-makers and entrepreneurs 

representing public sector, companies, corporations, funds, startups, angel 

investors, media, and non-profit organizations from Europe, the USA, and 

Ukraine. Ms. Sleptsova is actively involved in the tech ecosystem 

development in Odessa, in particular, and Ukraine, in general. She is a 

founder of SPREAD, a consulting company aimed at assisting Ukrainian 

startups and companies on the global markets. Ms. Sleptsova also founded 

the educational project for IT-specialists “GeeksLab”. In addition, she is an 

organizer of the Odessa Innovation Week 2014 and 2015, a festival of 

innovation technologies with 1000-2000 attending participants. She holds 

membership in the state working group E-Odessa and acted as the Regional 

Director of EGAP Odessa as well as the accelerator of e-democracy projects 

by EGAP (E-Governance for Accountability and Participation) funded by the 

Swiss Confederation to strengthen effective governance, transparent public 

service and social innovation in Ukraine through new information and 

communication technologies. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Igor SMELYANSKYI is the Acting Director General of the Public Joint Stock 

Company “Ukrposhta” (since July 2016). He has more than seventeen years 

of experience in strategic management and financial consulting industries. 

Previously, Mr. Smelyanskyi worked in the KPMG office in New York and 

Boston Consulting Group in CIS, and also held managerial posts in well-

known bank institutions. He obtained an MBA degree from Georgetown 

University and a Juris Doctor degree from the George Washington University 

Law School. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Igor SMESHKO is an Advisor to the President of Ukraine. He is also 

President of a non-governmental Center for Strategic Studies and Analysis 

and Head of a civil organization “Syla i Chest” (SICH) (“Strength and 

Honour”). In 2004, Dr. Smeshko was awarded the ranks of Ambassador 

Extraordinary and of Colonel-General (Honourable Colonel-General since 

2005). Dr. Smeshko obtained his Master’s degrees in Radioelectronics from 

the Air Defense Military Academy (1977), in State Defense Management 

from the National Defense University of Ukraine (2000), Master’s degree in 

Law (2002) from Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv and 

Honorary Master’s degree from the Joint Intelligence College of the National 

Defense University of Ukraine (1998). He also holds a PhD from the Institute 

of International Relations of Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv 

(2015), a Doctorate in Cybernetics (1992), and Professorship in System 

Analysis for the Air Defense Military Academy (1992). 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Yakiv SMOLII is Acting Governor of the National Bank of Ukraine since May 

2017. In October 2016, Mr. Smolii was appointed as First Deputy Governor 

of the National Bank of Ukraine and from April 2014 until that time, he 

worked as Deputy Governor of the National Bank of Ukraine. From 2006 to 

2014, he was Director on Banking Business, Prestige-Group, and from 2005 

to 2006, Consultant at Office Stolychnyi CJSC and Prestige-Group. In 1994- 

2005 Mr. Smolii served as Head of Automation Office, and later as Deputy 

Chairman of the Board at the Aval Joint Stock Post Pension Bank. From 

1991 to 1994 he was also an Engineer, Head of IT Division, Deputy and 

Head of Ternopil Regional Office of the National Bank of Ukraine, and from 

1987 to 1991, a Software engineer, Senior Software Engineer, Head of 

Office, Orion Plant. From 1983 to 1987, Mr. Smolii was a Software engineer, 

Mathematician, and Junior Researcher Associate, Ternopil Finance and 

Economics Institute. In 1981-1983, while studying at Ivan Franko Lviv State 

University he worked as a Laboratory Assistant at the Research Division of 

the University. Mr. Smolii holds a Degree in Applied Mathematics attained in 

1983 from Ivan Franko Lviv State University. He also holds a PhD in 

Economics. Mr. Smolii was in 1961 in Verbovets village (Ternopil oblast). He 

is married and has two daughters. Mr. Smolii is fluent in English. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Michael SPEKTOR has proven himself to be a successful and effective 

businessman, leader and manager in various fields of business. Since 

October 2015, he is President at Forbes and Manhattan Ukraine LLC, a 

management and investment company active in the fields of metallurgical 

products trade, engineering, real estate development, gold mining, IT, and 

scientific research on the increase of mineral fertilizers productivity for the 

solution of global hunger problem. He has successfully managed and 

represented VS Energy International in 2005-2015 as President and CEO. 

VS Energy International is a corporation which operates over 30% of the 

Ukrainian energy market, owns and manages hotels in Ukraine and abroad 

and supervises the functioning of PJSC “First Investment Bank”, real estate 

projects, and agricultural facilities. Mr. Spektor supported the creation and 

now leads “Open Hearts Charity Foundation of Ukraine” which assists 

children in need, talented youth and people in difficult life situations. For his 

professional achievements and charitable activities, Mr. Spektor was 

honoured with various awards, such as State Award of the President of 

Ukraine (III degree, 2009); “Leader of the Industry” Award of the Ministry of 

Fuel and Energy of Ukraine (2009); and the Order of Merit of the Ukrainian 

Orthodox Church. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Maryna STAVNIICHUK is a lawyer. She served as a Member of European 

Commission for Democracy through Law (Venice Commission) (2009-2013). 

Ms. Stavniichuk holds a Candidate of Juridical Science and has been 

awarded the Honored Lawyer of Ukraine. In 1999 she was appointed as a 

Member of the Central Election Commission, and then was elected as 

Deputy Chairman of the Central Election Commission. In 2007 she became 

the Deputy Head of the Presidential Administration of Ukraine – Presidential 

Representative to the Constitutional Court of Ukraine and to the Central 

Election Commission, and worked as Head of the Main Office of the 

Constitutional and Legal Modernization of the Presidential Administration. 

Since 2012 to 2014, Ms. Stavniichuk has been a Head of the Coordination 

Council for Development of Civil Society, Secretary of the Constitutional 

Assembly. In 2014 she founded NGO “For Democracy through Law” the 

main goal of which is to promote the development and establishment of the 

Ukrainian state based on the rule of law.  She was Deputy Chairman of the 

Union of Lawyers of Ukraine, and since October 2016 worked as Vice-

President of the International Charitable Fund of Lawyers of Ukraine. In 

2017 Ms. Stavniichuk was elected as Vice-President of the World Congress 

of Ukrainian Lawyers. She is the author of more than seventy scholarly 

works in the field of constitutional law as well as comparative constitutional 

law. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Andrey STAVNITSER is Chief Executive Officer of the largest port in 

Ukraine, TIS Group of terminals, since 2007. He started his career with TIS 

in 2001 as an assistant to the chief dispatcher and afterwards held various 

positions in different divisions of the company. He is also a co-founder of TIS 

together with his brother and two other partners. With TIS being the core 

business, Mr. Stavnitser has launched and runs a number of other business 

and social projects. In 2014 he was granted an exequatur of Honorary 

Consul of Austria in Odessa Region by the President of Austria. In 2015, 

during the war, crisis and absence of financing, Mr. Stavnitser and his team 

signed a deal with Cargill to build a four-million-ton grain terminal with 

EBRD/IFC aboard. The project costs over 150 million USD. Mr. Stavnitser 

studied Commerce in Harrow House School, United Kingdom. He obtained a 

degree in International Business from the University Montana, Zug, 

Switzerland, and a degree in Executive MBA from HCMS French Institute, 

Moscow. He also holds a degree in Management from Mechnikov Odessa 

National University, Ukraine. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Dominique STRAUSS-KAHN, now Managing Partner of Parnasse 

International, is the 10th Managing Director of the International Monetary 

Fund (2007-2011). Previously, he served as a member of the French 

National Assembly and Professor of Economics at the Institut d’Etudes 

Politiques of Paris (2000-2007). He began his career as an Assistant 

Professor and later became a Professor of Economics at the University of 

Paris. Then, Dr. Strauss-Kahn was appointed as Deputy Commissioner of 

the Economic Planning Agency (1981-1986). Afterwards, he was elected for 

the first time to the National Assembly in 1986 and chaired the Finance 

Standing Committee of the House from 1988 to 1991. Dr. Strauss-Kahn has 

served as Minister of Industry and International Trade in the Cresson (1991-

1992) and Beregovoy (1992-1993) cabinets. In 1995, he was elected as 

Mayor of the city of Sarcelles. From June 1997 to November 1999 Dr. 

Strauss-Kahn served as Minister of Economy, Finance and Industry of 

France in Jospin’s cabinet. He holds a PhD in Economics from the University 

of Paris. He also obtained degrees in Law (Paris X), Business Administration 

(HEC), Political Studies (IEP “Sciences Po”, Paris) and Statistics (Institut de 

statistiques Paris VI). 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Carl STURÉN is a Swedish investor in Ukraine, Founder and President of 

“Chumak” and “Vindkraft Ukraina”. In 1996, Swedish entrepreneurs Carl 

Sturén and Johan Bodén founded a food processing company “Chumak” in 

Southern Ukraine. Today “Chumak” is one of the country’s biggest food 

producers and a symbol of the Western investment success in Ukraine. In 

2010, Mr. Sturén co-founded the company “Green Team”, which is the 

biggest vegetable cooling storage in Eastern Europe. In 2009, Mr. Sturén 

and his partners founded Vindkraft Ukraina, a Ukraine-based wind power 

development and investment company. Since 2000, Carl Sturén has been 

the Honorary Consul of Sweden in Ukraine. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Shigeki SUMI is Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan to 

Ukraine. Ambassador Sumi was born in Yokohama, Japan in June, 1953. In 

March 1977 he graduated from Hitotsubashi University, Department of 

Commerce and Management and later in July 1980 he received a Diploma 

of Social Studies from Oxford University. Ambassador Sumi began his 

professional career in April 1977, when he entered Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

of Japan. There he held various positions serving as Director of Policy 

Coordination Division, Foreign Policy Bureau (Aug 1993), Director at 

International Peace Cooperation Division, Foreign Policy Bureau (Feb 1994), 

Director of Oceania Division, European and Oceania Affairs Bureau (Feb 

1996). In August 1997 he was appointed as Counselor at the Permanent 

Mission of Japan to the International Organizations in Geneva. Since July 

2000 he was a Counselor of the Embassy of Japan in Thailand and from 

January 2001 a Minister of the same Embassy. Later in May 2003 he was a 

Deputy Director-General, Multilateral Cooperation Division. In September 

2005 Ambassador Sumi was appointed as Ambassador to the Permanent 

Mission of Japan to the International Organizations in Vienna, while being a 

Board Member of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. 

In August 2008 he headed the Permanent Mission of Japan to the United 

Nations. During 2009-2011 and 2013-2014 he was a Member of UN 

Committee on Contributions. Ambassador Sumi was decorated by an Order 

of Crown of Thailand, First Class in 2003 and Order of Bahrain, First Class in 

2013. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Oleksandr SUSHKO is the Research Director of the Institute for Euro-

Atlantic Cooperation in Kyiv, Ukraine, since 2006. He is also the Chair of the 

Board of the International Renaissance Foundation (IRF), Open Society 

Foundations network. Since 2014, Mr. Sushko has been managing the 

Secretariat of the Strategic Advisory Groups, an IRF-run project aimed at 

expert and advocacy support for reforms in Ukraine. He was a first Co-Chair 

of the EU-Ukraine Civil Society Platform (2015-2016), a bilateral institution 

established within the framework of the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement 

to facilitate civil society cooperation and policy impact. Mr. Sushko’s areas of 

expertise include Ukraine, EU, International and Domestic Politics. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Alina SVIDERSKA is a Ukrainian lawyer, Member of the Board of the 

Professional Government Initiative (an organization uniting people with 

strong international education and experience) and President of the 

Cambridge Society of Ukraine. She completed her LLB degree at the 

National University of "Kyiv-Mohyla Academy" in Ukraine, and, thereafter, 

pursued her LLM at the University of Cambridge with a full Open Society 

Foundation scholarship. After her studies, Ms. Sviderska undertook an 

internship in the Liberty NGO in London working with the British Parliament 

on human rights legislation. Later she worked as a corporate lawyer for the 

international law firm Clifford Chance where Ms. Sviderska represented 

major international clients who entered the Ukrainian market. During the 

2014 Revolution of Dignity she joined the Ministry of Economy working on 

the deregulation reform and became advisor to the Minister of Economy. At 

the same time, Ms. Sviderska became involved in the EasyBusiness NGO 

activities where she served as a Partner and focused on the oil and gas and 

energy issues as well as fundraising and general legal advice. At the 

moment she works in the green energy sector developing renewable 

business together with the Scandinavian partners and running NGOs (e.g. 

Clean Energy Lab) which promote popularisation of renewable energy. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Fredrik SVINHUFVUD has a farming background and is a Co-Founder and 

Partner of “Vindkraft Ukraina” and owner of “Vattenkraft Ukraina”, the 

companies which are active in the development and production of renewable 

energy in Ukraine. After having graduated from the Swedish Naval Academy 

and later from the Royal Institute of Technology in Stockholm, Sweden, 

Fredrik started his civilian career as a field engineer with Schlumberger Oil 

Field Services and has later held several international positions within the 

same sector in both South- and North Americas, the North Sea and Russia 

with Schlumberger, Atlas Copco Oil & Gas, Geco Well Services and Malka 

Oil (publ.) respectively. In 1994, he became a Factory Manager and in 2001 

– 2007, Mr. Svinhufvud served as Managing Director at Tetra Pak Ukraine. 

In March 2006, he was elected President of the European Business 

Association (EBA) in Ukraine. Fredrik is currently living in Kakhovka, 

Kherson Oblast, Ukraine, with his wife and their son. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Ivan SVITEK is Chief Executive Officer of Alfa-Bank (Ukraine) and 

Ukrsotsbank. Prior to joining Alfa-Bank, Mr. Svitek has been a Chairman of 

the Board and CEO of Home Credit and Finance Bank in Russia. At this 

position he evolved the bank into a largest private retail lender and top-10 

bank. In 2013 Mr. Svitek was named the Banker of the Year. Mr. Svitek also 

held a number of managing positions serving as President and Chief 

Executive Officer at GE Money, Brazil (2003-2008); European Pricing 

Leader at GE Consumer Finance HQ, Ireland (2001-2002); Chief Financial 

Officer and Vice-Chairman of the Board at GE Capital Bank, Czech Republic 

(1998-2001); Planning Manage and Financial Controller of Czech and 

Slovak Market Unit, Pepsi-Cola Company, Czech Republic (1996-1998); 

Financial Planning Manager of Eastern Europe HQ, Pepsi-Cola International, 

Austria (1994-1995); and Manager of Capital Markets Department, Citibank, 

Czech Republic (1993). In addition, in 1991-1992, he was an Advisor to the 

Minister of Finance, Czechoslovakia. Mr. Svitek holds a BA in Economics 

and Political Science from Claremont McKenna College, USA, and an MBA 

with specialization in Finance from INSEAD, France. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Yuliya SYCHIKOVA is co-founder of Ukraine Global Scholars, a non-profit 

organization aimed at supervising the admissions of top Ukrainian high 

school students to top US boarding school and universities. She has been a 

founder and team member of a number of startups in Ukraine and the United 

States of America. Ms. Sychikova won a full scholarship to the University of 

Pennsylvania where she pursued a Bachelor’s degree in Economics. She is 

also a USA/USA program and Freedom Support Act scholar. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Artem SYTNYK is the Director of the National Anti-Corruption Bureau of 

Ukraine. He personally investigated, or led investigation teams working on, 

more than 300 criminal proceedings initiated mostly regarding corruption-

related crimes. Mr. Sytnyk started his career in 2001 as a district attorney 

assistant in Leninskyi District, Kropyvnytsky (the former city of Kirovohrad) 

and later became an investigator. In April 2004, he was first appointed as a 

senior investigator of the Prosecutor's Office in Kirovohrad oblast, and, in 

October 2006, as the Head of Investigation Division in the Prosecutor's 

Office. In August 2008, Mr. Sytnyk was transferred to the Kyiv oblast 

Prosecutor's Office as Head of Investigation Division. In August 2011, he 

resigned because of his objections to the policies of the Yanukovych regime, 

criminalisation of law enforcement agencies, rollback in the fight against 

corruption, total incompetence and political bias on the part of the then 

Prosecutor General in Kyiv oblast. Having successfully passed the bar 

exam, Mr. Sytnyk practiced law from October 2011 to April 2015 and headed 

the “Legal Guarantees” law firm. His investigation team effectively brought to 

justice many judges and officials of the Security Service of Ukraine, internal 

affairs agencies, tax police, boarder guard services, district state 

administrations, oblast councils, city councils, district councils, State 

Committees on land resources and water management, State Inspection on 

consumer rights protection, State Penitentiary Service and State Ecological 

Inspection for accepting bribes and committing other corruption-related 

crimes. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Viktor TARAN is a Ukrainian political analyst and the Head of the Centre 

«Eidos». This organization is dedicated to e-governance, political education, 

fight against corruption, and government transparency. Since 1995, Mr. 

Taran has been actively involved in social and political life of Ukraine. He 

was in senior positions in political youth organizations "Young People's 

Movement" and "Batkivshchyna Youth". He has been working in public 

central and local authorities for more than fifteen years and was twice 

elected as a member of local council. In 2010, Mr. Taran started his career in 

the civil society sector. He is a co-founder of the educational project “Higher 

Political School”. From 2011, Mr. Taran has been involved as an expert in 

the Council of Europe Programme "Evaluation of Standards of Public Ethics” 

within the framework of the" Strengthening the institutional capacity of local 

authorities in Ukraine" project. In addition, Mr. Taran is a co-founder of the 

initiatives "CHESNO Civil Movement" and "The Reanimation Package of 

Reforms". He also continues to work with local authorities, where he advises 

on political ethics and anti-corruption. Currently, Mr. Taran is the Head of the 

Public Council of the National Anti-Corruption Bureau of Ukraine. 

Furthermore, he was the initiator of creating the E-database that makes the 

allocation and spending of public funds open and authored of the Law “On 

openness of application of public funds”. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Borys TARASYUK is a Member of the Parliament of Ukraine where he sits 

as Deputy Chairman on the Committee on Foreign Affairs. He is a Ukrainian 

diplomat and politician who served twice as the Minister for Foreign Affairs of 

Ukraine in five governments under two Presidents (1998-2000, 2005-2007). 

Since 2015, Mr. Tarasyuk has been Vice-President of the Euronest 

Parliamentary Assembly. He is the Founder and Director of the Institute for 

Euro-Atlantic Cooperation and Chairman of the Board of the "EuroAtlantica" 

magazine. Mr. Tarasyuk was the leader of a political party “Narodnyi Rukh” 

of Ukraine (People's Movement of Ukraine) from 2003 to 2012. At the 

moment, he is Deputy Head of All-Ukraine Union “Batkivshchyna” Party. Mr. 

Tarasyuk chairs the Inter-Factional Group “Ukraine in NATO”. Previously, he 

was Head of the Parliamentary Committee for European Integration (2002-

2005, 2006 and 2007-2012). Since 1975, he served at the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, and held membership in the Mission to the United 

Nations (1981-1986) and of the Delegation to the UN Security Council 

(1984-1985). Mr. Tarasyuk served as Ambassador of Ukraine to the Benelux 

countries from 1995 to 1998, and was the Head of the Mission of Ukraine to 

NATO from 1997 to 1998. In 1992, Mr. Tarasyuk received the rank of 

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Serhiy TARUTA is a Ukrainian politician, businessman and philanthropist 

known for his long-standing support of Ukrainian cultural heritage projects. In 

2014, Mr. Taruta was elected to the Parliament of Ukraine from the native 

city of Mariupol as an independent candidate.  As a Member of Parliament, 

he chairs the Subcommittee on Cultural and Historical Preservation as well 

as two international committees on relations with Germany and Azerbaijan. 

Before the collapse of the Soviet Union, Mr. Taruta worked at one of the 

largest steel mills managing its export division. In the early 1990s, he 

established one of the first steel trading companies in the independent 

Ukraine. In 2001-2014, Mr. Taruta served as Chairman of the Board of ISD 

Corporation, one of the largest steel producers in Eastern Europe. In 2014, 

he assumed the position of a governor in the war-torn Donetsk oblast to 

assist the region in dealing with the humanitarian crisis. Due to his strong 

public standing on the issues of war in the East of Ukraine, the Russian state 

bank (VEB) arrested all of his industrial assets, including those of the ISD 

Corporation. Mr. Taruta is a collector of Christian Orthodox icons and 

literature. His private collection of items of the Trypillian culture, an ancient 

Neolithic civilization of Eastern Europe, is amongst the largest in the world. 

Mr. Taruta obtained his degree in Engineering from the Mariupol Technical 

University in 1979 and received an MBA from the Donetsk State 

Management Academy in 1999. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Tetyana TARUTA is Chief Executive Officer of Gdansk Shipyard Group 

SP.Z O.O. since September 2016. She has also been Vice-President of the 

Supervisory Board to GSG Towers SP.Z O.O. since December 2015. In 

addition, Ms. Taruta has been a Leading Analyst at Intef Capital, since 

September 2013. She served as Chief Specialist of the International 

Cooperation Department at the State Environmental Investment Agency of 

Ukraine from September 2010 to September 2012, and has been an Advisor 

to the Minister of Ecology and Natural Resources of Ukraine since January 

2015. Ms. Taruta graduated from the London School of Economics and 

Political Science, London, United Kingdom, where she attained a Master’s 

degree in Environmental Economics and Climate Change. She also 

graduated from Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv with Master’s 

and Bachelor’s degrees in International Economics with distinction. Ms. 

Taruta is fluent in Ukrainian, Russian and English, and is proficient in 

Spanish. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Yönet C. TEZEL is the Ambassador of Turkey to Ukraine since February 

2014. Prior to this posting, he was the Deputy Director-General for Research 

in the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs. His earlier assignments in the 

Ministry include the positions in the Policy Planning Directorate, in particular 

those of the President and the Minister. Ambassador Tezel was also part of 

the Turkish Delegation to the OSCE in Vienna, Turkish Consulate General in 

Jerusalem, and Turkish Embassy in London and Ottawa. He has a BA in 

Political Science from Boğaziçi University, Istanbul, and an MA in 

International Relations from Middle East Technical University, Ankara. 

During his time in London and Ottawa Ambassador Tezel also carried out 

academic studies. He is married and has three children. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Peter TILS is Chief Executive Officer for Central and Eastern Europe at 

Deutsche Bank since 2005. In addition, he is Chairman of the Supervisory 

Boards of OOO Deutsche Bank, Moscow, Deutsche Bank Polska S.A., 

PJSC Deutsche Bank DBU, Kyiv, and of the Board of Directors of Deutsche 

Bank A.S., Istanbul. Mr. Tils joined Deutsche Bank in 1977. Inter alia, he 

headed Deutsche Bank's Representative Office in Mexico City, and was Co-

Head of Deutsche Bank's Göttingen Branch. He chaired the Bank Advisory 

Committee on Bulgaria's US$ 10 billion foreign debt in the early 90s. Mr. Tils 

also led the team covering governments, central banks, financial institutions, 

and selected corporates in Central and Eastern Europe. During this time, he 

significantly contributed to building up Deutsche Bank’s local presence in the 

region. In 2000, Mr. Tils became the Global Head of Relationship 

Management Financial Institutions, Global Banking, Corporate and 

Investment Bank. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Maxim TIMCHENKO is the Chief Executive Office of DTEK LLC (since July 

2005). From 2002 to 2005, Mr. Timchenko worked as a Senior Manager at 

System Capital Management, where he was responsible for SCM’s energy 

business until it was spun off into DTEK. In 1997, he graduated with honours 

from the Donetsk State Academy of Management with a degree in 

Production Management. Mr. Timchenko continued his education at the 

University of Manchester and received a BA degree in Economics and Social 

Sciences with Honours. He began his career as a consultant at 

PricewaterhouseCoopers in 1998. Mr. Timchenko has been repeatedly 

recognized as one of the best top managers in Ukraine, and in 2014, he was 

ranked first in the “Top-100 Ukraine's Best Top Managers” rating published 

by the Ekonomika Communication Hub. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Eka TKESHELASHVILI is the Head of EUACI, the EU’s largest support 

program in the area of anti-corruption in Ukraine aimed at improving the 

implementation of anti-corruption policy. Ms. Tkeshelashvili is also the 

President of the Georgian Institute for Strategic Studies,  a non-profit think-

tank which facilitates the understanding of political, security and foreign 

policy choices which have  been or are to be taken by Georgia and a wider 

region and aims at contributing to the success of Georgia's integration in the 

Euro-Atlantic space. Ms. Tkeshelashvili is a lecturer at the Civil and Political 

School in Kyiv, Ukraine, and at the Black Sea University in Tbilisi, Georgia. 

She teaches courses on State Building, Transformational Leadership, 

European Studies and International Law. Ms. Tkeshelashvili has served in 

the government of Georgia as the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Secretary of 

the National Security Council, Minister of Justice of Georgia as well as the 

Prosecutor General of Georgia. She also held the position of Chairperson of 

Tbilisi Court of Appeals. Ms. Tkeshelashvili was a Deputy Chief of Party at 

IRIS Georgia implementing USAID rule of law projects. She has a Master’s 

degree in International Law from the Notre Dame Law School, USA, 

Certificate in Human Rights Law from Oxford University, UK, and Diploma in 

Law from the Tbilisi State University. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Bate C. TOMS is Managing Partner of B.C. Toms & Co, one of the larger 

law firms in Ukraine. For over 25 years, he has handled many of the largest 

transactions in Ukraine, including many of the most significant Ukrainian 

investments and acquisitions in oil and gas and agriculture, in particular. Mr. 

Toms managed some of the largest IPO’s for Ukrainian companies, a 

significant portion of all loans for Ukraine and the first successful foreign 

bank-led (EBRD) Ukrainian project financing as well as many of the largest 

real estate acquisitions, oil and gas and Kyoto Protocol projects. Mr. Toms 

has written numerous articles on Ukrainian law and is the principal author of 

the ICC book “Doing Business with Ukraine”. He is the Ukrainian editor for 

the International Financial Law Review (IFLR) and the International Energy 

Law Review (IELR), and Chairman of the British-Ukrainian Chamber of 

Commerce. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Michael TSAREV is Executive Director at EastOne. Before being appointed 

to EastOne, Mr. Tsarev has served as Executive Director with Mint Yard 

Capital Management Company since March 2009, following eighteen years 

with KPMG, where he served as Director and Managing Partner in 

company’s offices in Germany, UK and Russia. He was in charge of financial 

consulting of large and middle-sized Russian and international companies 

on M&A, project financing, estimating business value, creating private equity 

funds, generating strategies on boosting company’s capitalization, bond 

offering, and IPO on international stock exchanges. Mr. Tsarev was also 

responsible for Lukoil shares listing on the London stock exchange. He sat 

on the boards of a number of companies, including Bank of Moscow, MSK 

Insurance Group and some other medium sized companies. Mr. Tsarev is a 

Professor of Finance at the Academy of Moscow and is a member of the 

RCA, CPA and Rotary Club International, Moscow. He graduated from the 

State Financial Academy in 1991 specializing in International Economics. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Archil TSINTSADZE is Senior Program Manager at the Cabinet of the 

Ministers of Ukraine. He was born in Tbilisi, Georgia. He had served 

Georgian Army from 1991 to 2005 holding positions of battalion commander, 

brigade commander, Defense Attaché to USA, Canada, Mexico, and 

Defense Minister Adviser. From 2005 to 2007, he was Acting Deputy 

Minister at the Ministry of Refugees and Accommodation. From 2007 to 

2010, he worked at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Georgia, Embassy of 

Georgia to Ukraine. From 2010 to 2012 Mr. Tsintsadze was a Deputy Head 

of Department at Corporation “Ukravto” and since 2012 to 2014, a Managing 

Partner at the Angels Security. From 2014 to 2016, he worked as a Defense 

Reform Project Manager to Administration of the President of Ukraine. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Dimitris TSITSIRAGOS, a Greek national, is the IFC’s Vice President of 

New Business. He leads investment operations, overseeing new business 

development and client relationships with key private sector partners 

worldwide. Previously, Mr. Tsitsiragos worked as the IFC’s Co-Vice 

President for Global Client Services, managing investment operations and 

advisory services from 2014 to 2016. Prior to that, Mr. Tsitsiragos was the 

IFC’s Vice President for Europe, Central Asia, Middle East, and North Africa. 

In 2010-2011, he served as the IFC’s Director for Middle East, North Africa, 

and Southern Europe. Earlier in his career, Mr. Tsitsiragos headed the IFC 

Global Manufacturing and Services (2004-2010) overseeing activities in 

tourism, retail and property development, construction materials, the forest-

products chain, life sciences, and energy-efficient machinery. He has worked 

in a wide range of regions and industries. Mr. Tsitsiragos spent over two 

years in New Delhi as the IFC’s Director for South Asia, where he doubled 

commitments for the region as well as the IFC’s portfolio in India. He also 

served as the Manager of New Investments for IFC in Eastern and Central 

Europe, and spent over 12 years in the IFC’s oil and gas division. Mr. 

Tsitsiragos holds an MBA from the George Washington University. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Andrey TSYMBAL is Managing Partner of KPMG in Ukraine. He holds an 

MBA from Waynesburg College, USA, and an MSc from Moscow Institute of 

Physics and Technology. He is also a fellow member of the Association of 

Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA) and is a certified Ukrainian 

statutory auditor (Certificates "A" and "B"). Mr. Tsymbal started his 

professional career in KPMG in Ukraine in 1997 as a first year audit 

assistant and since then has grown to become the Managing Partner of 

Ukrainian practice of KPMG. Over the course of his career at KPMG he has 

worked in Ukraine and South Africa. During his long-term secondment to 

KPMG Johannesburg, South Africa, he took part in various assignments for 

companies in financial services and energy sectors. As the Head of Audit of 

KPMG in Ukraine since 2009, Mr. Tsymbal has acquired solid professional 

experience and developed a strong network of contacts within Ukrainian and 

international business community. Currently, he actively manages and 

coordinates the KPMG’s sector and industry-specific events. In addition, Mr. 

Tsymbal is a member of the Board of Directors of the American Chamber of 

Commerce in Ukraine 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Georgiy TUKA is an IT specialist and public official, currently serving as the 

Deputy Minister of Temporarily Occupied Territories and Internally Displaced 

Persons in Ukraine. In 2015-2016, he was the Head of Luhansk Oblast 

Military and Civil Administration. Mr. Tuka was an active participant of 

Ukraine’s Maidans, starting from the first “Revolution on Granite” in October 

1990 to the Revolution of Dignity in 2014. In 2014, he established a powerful 

and prominent Volunteer Association “Narodniy Tyl” (“People’s Rear”) aimed 

at helping Ukrainian defenders in an undeclared war against Ukraine. Mr. 

Tuka was awarded with the Order of Merit (3rd class) by the President of 

Ukraine. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Yulia TYCHKIVSKA is a co-founder of Bendukidze Free Market Centre. 

Last four years she served as Vice President at the Kyiv School of 

Economics, a world-class academic institution, consultancy and think tank. 

She is a civil society activist in Ukraine and founder of the Open University of 

Maidan. Ms. Tychkivska also worked as Head of the advisory group for the 

Ukrainian Minister of Economic Development and Trade. She graduated 

from the National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy with a Master’s degree 

in Economics. She participated in short term Think Tank MBA program, 

provided by The Atlas Economic Research Foundation and is a graduate of 

Atlas Leadership Academy. In 2017 Ms. Tychkivska was elected as a 

Curator of The Global Shapers Kyiv Hub. In late 2016 Ms. Tychkivska was a 

winner of “Top 30 under 30” award by Ukrainian leading media Kyiv Post. In 

early 2017 she has been ranked among Top 100 successful Women of 

Ukraine. Her hobbies include photographing, volunteering and 

snowboarding. Ms. Tychkivska enjoys travelling and reading. She has a son. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Roman TYCHKIVSKYY manages the Economic Leadership Program 

through which Western NIS Enterprise Fund implements a series of projects, 

such as the Ukrainian Leadership Academy, SEED Grant, and the Corporate 

Governance Development Program. Mr. Tychkivskyy has a Bachelor’s 

degree in Economics from the National University of “Kyiv-Mohyla Academy” 

and a Master’s in Economy and Innovation from the Barcelona Graduate 

School of Economics. He was a co-founder of the Open University of Maidan 

during the Revolution of Dignity, managing the fundraising affairs. In 2005-

2008, Mr. Tychkivskyy initiated a series of fundraising projects to help 

families with children suffering from oncological and neurological diseases. 

This allowed four children to undergo medical treatment abroad. He also 

worked as a coordinator for Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Program which 

has been offering Ukrainian students the opportunity to undertake a three-

month internship program in the Parliament of Canada. Furthermore, he was 

an assistant to Member of the Parliament of Canada Corneliu Chisu. In 

addition, Mr. Tychkivskyy has expertise in business consulting of foreign 

companies in Ukraine and is experienced in project management having 

worked at “!FEST” Holding of Emotions (Lviv), a network of conceptual 

restaurants and projects that promote tourist destinations. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Yulia TYMOSHENKO is the leader of “Batkivshchyna” political party and a 

former Prime Minister of Ukraine. In the end of 1996, Ms. Tymoshenko was 

elected to the Parliament of Ukraine for the first time. In 1999, she founded 

and chaired the All-Ukrainian Union Batkivshchyna. On December 30, 1999, 

Ms. Tymoshenko was appointed Deputy Prime Minister on fuel and energy 

issues. On February 13, 2001 she was arrested. The arrest was generally 

viewed as a punishment for her pro-democratic activity. In March 2001, the 

Kyiv Pecherskyi Court found the accusations to be groundless and released 

her. In November 2004, Ms. Tymoshenko became one of the leaders of the 

Orange Revolution, a democratic popular uprising in Ukraine that broke out 

as a protest against the rigged presidential elections. On February 4, 2005, 

the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine appointed Ms. Tymoshenko as the Prime 

Minister with the record 373 votes. In July 2005, the Forbes magazine 

named Prime Minister Tymoshenko the third most influential woman in the 

world. In 2007, she was awarded the Prize for Courage Politique by the 

Sorbonne Association de Politique Etrangere et Politique Internationale. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Mykhailo TYTARCHUK is Deputy Minister of Economic Development and 

Trade of Ukraine.  He was born in Chernihiv and spent his youth in the city of 

Odesa. Mr. Tytarchuk graduated from the National University of State Tax 

Service in 2008 and holds a Master’s degree in Law. Since 2007 until 2015, 

Mr. Tytarchuk worked as Project Manager of “Avia-Leasing LTD”, Insurance 

Group “ABIKOC”, and as Administration Manager of China National Gold & 

Gerald Metals Group SOREMI S.A. Republic of Congo. Since September 

2015 until May 2016, he served as Head of the Bilhorod-Dnistrovskyi 

regional state administration. In June-December 2016 he was Deputy 

Minister of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Gizo UGLAVA is the First Deputy Head of the National Anti-Corruption 

Bureau of Ukraine. He was born in 1975 in Kutaisi, Georgia and obtained 

Ukrainian citizenship in 2015. Mr. Uglava graduated from the Ivane 

Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University in 1998 with a degree in Law. He started 

his career in the prosecution system of Georgia in 1998 and worked there 

until 2012. On 11 February 2013 Mr. Uglava founded the “LEGAL 

CONSULTING AND SERVICES” law firm and practiced law there 

henceforth. During his service in the prosecution agencies of Georgia he 

received numerous state awards. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Andreas UMLAND is a German political scientist, historian and Russian 

interpreter, specializing in contemporary Russian and Ukrainian history. He 

studied Russian and Ukrainian history, as well as political science, and 

received a CertTransl diploma from Leipzig University, an AM from Stanford 

University, MPhil from the University of Oxford, DipPolSci and a DrPhil from 

Free University of Berlin, and a PhD from Cambridge. Dr. Umland held 

fellow- or lectureships at Stanford University, Harvard University, the 

University of Oxford, Urals State University, Taras Shevchenko National 

University of Kyiv, Catholic University of Eichstaett, and National University 

of “Kyiv-Mohyla Academy”. Since 2014, he has been a Senior Research 

Fellow at the Institute for Euro-Atlantic Cooperation, Kyiv. Dr. Umland is a 

member of the Academic Advisory Council of the European Integration 

Committee of the Parliament of Ukraine, co-editor of the web-journal “Forum 

noveishei vostochnoevropeiskoi istorii i kultury” (“Forum of the contemporary 

history and culture”) and general editor of the book series “Soviet and Post-

Soviet Politics and Society”. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Lesia VASYLENKO is the founder and Chairwoman of the non-

governmental organization “Legal Hundred” (“Yurydychna Sotnya”) which 

provides free legal advice to Ukrainian soldiers and veterans, protects their 

rights and pushes for social reforms in the country. Before becoming an 

active leader within the NGO sector, Ms. Vasylenko worked as a corporate 

lawyer at B.C.Toms&Co, a law firm specialising in oil and gas and 

agriculture. She is a World Wide Studies Scholar and a 2011 graduate of the 

LLM program at University College London. Ms. Vasylenko is Co-Chair of 

the Volunteer Council of the Ministry of Defense of Ukraine and sits on a 

number of the government committees dealing with veteran issues. She is 

married and has two children. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Victor VEKLITCH is General Manager at JTI Ukraine since 2013. He has 

been with JTI Ukraine for more than 19 years, joining the company in 1998 

as Merchandising Services Manager, and worked on different positions in 

Marketing and Sales. In 2009, Mr. Veklitch was appointed as Vice President, 

Consumer and Trade Marketing in Ukraine, and in early 2013 he became 

responsible for the development of those functions in Romania, Moldova and 

Bulgaria. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Iryna VERESHCHUK is President of the International Centre for Black Sea-

Baltic Studies and Consensus Practices. She holds a PhD in Public 

Administration and is an officer of the Armed Forces of Ukraine. Dr. 

Vereshchuk was the youngest mayor in Ukraine serving the city of Rava-

Ruska in 2010-2015. She studied at the Lviv Regional Institute of Public 

Administration of the National Academy for Public Administration under the 

President of Ukraine. Dr. Vereshchuk is a winner of the Lane Kirkland 

Scholarship Program of Polish-American Freedom Foundation and Open 

World. In 2016 she received a diploma from the Academy of Public 

Administration in Warsaw (KSAP). 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Alexander "Sandy" VERSHBOW is a distinguished fellow at the Atlantic 

Council’s Brent Scowcroft Center on International Security. Ambassador 

Vershbow was Deputy Secretary General of NATO from February 2012 to 

October 2016. Prior to his post at NATO, he served as the US Assistant 

Secretary of Defense for International Security Affairs (2009-2012). From 

1977 to 2008, Ambassador Vershbow was a career member of the United 

States Foreign Service. He served as the US ambassador to NATO (1998-

2001); to the Russian Federation (2001-2005); and to the Republic of Korea 

(2005-2008). He held numerous senior positions in Washington, including 

Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director for European Affairs 

at the National Security Council (1994-1997) and State Department Director 

for Soviet Union Affairs (1988-1991). In the course of his career, he was 

centrally involved in strengthening the US defense relations with allies in 

Europe and Asia, and in transforming NATO and other European security 

organizations to meet post-Cold War challenges. He also was involved in 

efforts to support democracy and human rights in the post-Soviet states. 

Ambassador Vershbow was born in Boston, Massachusetts in 1952. He 

received a BA in Russian and East European Studies from Yale University. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Kateryna VEZIELIEVA-BORYSOVA is Deputy Head of Department at the 

National Anti-Corruption Bureau of Ukraine. Previously, she served as a 

Member of Parliament’s assistant and advisor (2005-2013). Afterwards, Ms. 

Vezielieva-Borysova held the posts of first secretary at the Embassy of 

Ukraine to the Russian Federation (2013-2014) and Deputy Director at the 

State Enterprise “Ukrkomunobslugovuvannya” (“Communal Services of 

Ukraine”) under the Ministry of Regional Development, Building and Housing 

of Ukraine (2014-2015). She is a co-founder of NGOs “SD Platform” and 

“Institute for Democracy and Social Progress (IDSP)”. Her areas of interest 

include youth politics and gender equality. In addition, Ms. Vezielieva-

Borysova has been working as a coach and facilitator with different partner 

organizations. She has been educated in Economics and Management. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Alexander VINNIKOV is the Head of the NATO Representative Office in 

Ukraine since its creation in March 2016, and Director of the NATO Liaison 

Office (since September 2015). Prior to this, Mr. Vinnikov was the NATO 

Liaison Officer/Head of Office in Central Asia, resident in Tashkent, 

Uzbekistan, with a mandate covering the five countries of the region. He has 

previously worked at NATO Headquarters in both the Political Affairs and 

Security Policy Division and the Defence Policy and Planning Division. Mr. 

Vinnikov has also served with the OSCE in a variety of positions and duty 

stations, most recently as Senior Political Adviser to the High Commissioner 

on National Minorities in The Hague. He started his career as a researcher in 

International Relations at Oxford University, the Geneva Centre for Security 

Policy and Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government. A Dutch national, Mr. 

Vinnikov holds degrees from Oxford University, Sciences-Po Paris and the 

London School of Economics, and speaks six languages. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Bohdan VITVITSKY is an American lawyer and public activist. He most 

recently served as a Special Advisor to the Prosecutor General of Ukraine 

(July 2016-March 2017). Earlier, Mr. Vitvitsky served as a Federal 

Prosecutor in the United States (1991-2014) except when working as a 

Resident Legal Advisor at the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv (2007-2009). He has 

written and made presentations on topics in the law, history and philosophy, 

most recently on the subjects of the rule of law, corruption and Ukraine. He 

holds a Juris Doctor and a PhD in philosophy from Columbia University. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Danylo VOLYNETS is a member of the Board of ITT Investment Group as 

well as a co-founder of Accordbank. He graduated from the Kyiv National 

Economic Institute (Kyiv National Economic University now) in 1980 and 

began his banking career in Stroybank USSR. After the launch of market 

reforms he founded one of the first cooperatives and international trade 

companies in the Ukrainian SSR. Mr. Volynets continued his entrepreneurial 

activity in international trade until 1995 when, upon the Presidential Decree 

on Investments, he together with partners founded and led ITT-Invest, one of 

the first investment companies in Ukraine. The ITT investment Group which 

has celebrated its 22nd anniversary this year became one of the leading 

groups in privatization, brokerage, private equity and asset management and 

repeatedly proved the efficiency of its investment strategy. Mr. Volynets 

continues to invest in commercial real estate and midcap production 

companies. He is an active sponsor and supporter of the Ukrainian Catholic 

University, National University of “Kyiv-Mohyla Academy” and other 

educational projects. Mr. Volynets also contributes to Ukrainian art funding 

art books publications and exhibitions. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Andreas VON BECKERATH is Deputy Director-General and Head of the 

Department for Eastern Europe, Russia and Central Asia at the Swedish 

Ministry for Foreign Affairs (since September 2017). Before taking up this 

position, he was Acting Head of the Department for Conflict and 

Humanitarian Affairs at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Sweden in 2016-

2017 and the Ambassador of Sweden to Ukraine in 2013-2016. Mr. von 

Beckerath joined the Swedish MFA in 1999, and served as Deputy Head of 

the Embassy of Sweden in London in 2010-2013, Political Counsellor at the 

Embassy of Sweden in Berlin in 2006-2010, European Correspondent at the 

Swedish MFA in 2002-2006. He worked at the Embassy of Sweden in 

Moscow in 2002, Permanent Mission of Sweden to the UN in 2001, and the 

Embassy of Sweden in Bucharest in 2000-2001. Prior to joining the Ministry, 

Mr. von Beckerath worked at the Swedish investment company “Incentive” 

and at the language company “EF English First” in Moscow. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Raffael VONOVIER has been working for the last nine years as a private 

banker in Geneva. He has worked at Mirabaud & Cie SA as First Vice 

President since 2011 and at Vontobel since 2008. Prior to that, he was a 

Swiss diplomat for thirteen years. He served namely as a senior coordinator 

for Africa (2007-2008), as a deputy head of mission at the Swiss Embassy in 

Belgrade (2003-2007), as a first secretary at the Swiss Mission to United 

Nations in Geneva, Switzerland, and in parallel, as a private secretary to 

former Swiss President Ogi, Special Adviser to UNSG on Sports for 

Development and Peace. Mr. Vonovier was seconded as a senior 

researcher to the ISS in Pretoria. He also served as international lawyer in 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Berne as well as at the Swiss Delegation to 

the OECD in Paris and at the European Integration Office in the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs in Berne. Prior to that, Mr. Vonovier worked for the 

International Committee of the Red Cross as a field delegate in Mozambique 

and in Nigeria (1992-1994) and as a lawyer at headquarters in Geneva 

(1994-1996). He holds a Master’s degree in Law (Lausanne University 

1990), a Certificate in International Administration (IDHEAP Lausanne 1990) 

and a Certificate in Private Banking (ISFB Geneva 2009). 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Hlib VYSHLINSKY is Executive Director of the Centre for Economic 

Strategy (CES) responsible for CES general management and its external 

relations. Mr. Vyshlinsky has over twenty years of experience in economic 

analysis and research. In December 2015, he was elected to the Council of 

the “Reanimation Package of Reforms” civic platform (RPR). In November 

2016, Mr. Vyshlinsky was re-elected as a member of the Council of the RPR. 

From 2010 to April 2015, he served as Deputy Director of GfK Ukraine, the 

country’s leading marketing research agency, where Mr. Vyshlinsky had 

been working since 2003. Prior to that, in 1997-2003, he held a number of 

positions, including Senior Economist, Publication Director and Deputy 

Director, at the International Centre for Policy Studies. Mr. Vyshlinsky began 

his career as an economic journalist and editor, working in different mass 

media in 1993-1998. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Andriy VYSHNEVSKY is a public activist. He initiated the establishment of 

the Coordination Centre for Legal Aid Provision under the Ministry of Justice 

of Ukraine and headed it in 2012. As a Head of the Coordination Centre, he 

developed a national-wide legal aid system, funded by the Government, 

which started functioning on January 1, 2013. Currently the system has a 

network of 550 offices, providing legal aid to about 350 000 vulnerable 

people in criminal, civil and administrative cases annually. On April 19, 2017, 

Mr. Vyshnevsky was appointed to the position of Deputy Minister of Justice 

of Ukraine. He was responsible for the criminal justice reform, probation, 

reform of the bar and legal aid. He resigned on June 21, 2017 due to 

significant differences in value orientations with the Minister of Justice of 

Ukraine Pavlo Petrenko. He holds a Master’s degree in Law (2005) and 

Biology (1999). During the period of 2004-2011, Mr. Vyshnevsky held the 

positions of Director of the Centre for Support of the Civil Service Institutional 

Development and Deputy Head of the Civil Service Administration of 

Ukraine, where he was responsible for drafting a new Law on Civil Service, 

establishment of the High School for Senior Civil Servants, implementation 

of the EU’s Twinning, TAIEX and SIGMA tools in Ukraine. As a member of 

the Ukrainian Bar Association, he initiated a professional development 

programme, “Tomorrow’s Lawyer”, for 111 proactive and advanced 

Ukrainian lawyers selected through open competition among 707 applicants. 

This program is focused on professional ethics, communication and 

leadership skills development, and is being implemented jointly by the 

Ukrainian Bar Association, by the Bar Association of Legal Aid Providers 

with the support of the Canadian Bureau of International Education, and by 

the Government of Canada. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Peter WAGNER is Head of the Support Group for Ukraine at the European 

Commission and Director at the Directorate-General for Neighborhood and 

Enlargement Negotiations. Prior to this, Dr. Wagner was an advisor for the 

newly created Commission Task Force on Greece (TFGR) (2011-2015), 

Head of Unit in charge of the defence, aeronautic and maritime industries 

(2010-2011), and Head of Unit in the Directorate General for Enterprise and 

Industry, where his roles included general policy coordination, management 

of relations with Member States and the Council, and supervision and 

execution of the Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme 

(2005-2010). He previously worked as a journalist and editor for several 

German newspapers. He is the author and editor of four books and many 

articles on such issues, as international politics, foreign policy, and the EU 

industrial policy. Dr. Wagner holds an M.A and a Ph.D. in Political Science, 

History and Psychology from Freiburg University. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Myron WASYLYK is Chief Executive Officer of PBN Hill+Knowlton 

Strategies, the preeminent strategic communications and public affairs 

consultancy serving clients in Ukraine, Russia, Kazakhstan and the CIS 

region since 1991. He leads the global agency network of Client Managers 

serving multinationals, industry champions and private investors in the 

region. Mr. Wasylyk has more than thirty years of professional consulting 

experience advising clients on government affairs, media and investor 

relations issues and campaigns in several key industry sectors, including 

agriculture, banking and finance, energy, FMCG, metals and mining and 

telecommunications. His work in the area of public affairs, corporate 

communications and investor relations has been recognized by numerous 

industry awards and rankings from PRWeek, Holmes Report Sabre Awards, 

London Stock Exchange, Kyiv Post and others. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Karl-Georg WELLMANN has served as a Member of the German 

Bundestag since 2005. He is a full member of the Committee on Foreign 

Affairs and Rapporteur for Ukraine, Russia and Belarus. Mr. Wellmann holds 

membership in several non-partisan parliamentary groups, including the 

German-Russian and German-Belarusian groups and chairs the German-

Ukrainian group. Before being elected to the national parliament, he was a 

member of the State Parliament of Berlin between 2001 and 2005. Mr. 

Wellmann holds positions in several foundations and think-tanks, including 

the “Young Transatlantic Conservative Alliance” or the „Transatlantic 

Leadership Academy”. He has a background in Business and Law. He is the 

Deputy Chairman of the German-Ukrainian Forum e.V. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Lally Graham WEYMOUTH is the Senior Associate Editor of the 

Washington Post. She has been conducting interviews with world leaders for 

over 25 years. In the course of 2017 Ms. Weymouth has interviewed many 

global and regional leaders such as South Korea’s new President Moon Jae-

in, Italy’s new Prime Minister Gentilioni, Jordan’s King Abdullah II, Estonian 

President Kersti Kaljulaid, Lithuanian President Dailia Grybauskaite (for the 

second time) and President of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq Masoud Barzani. 

In December 2016, she travelled to Peru to conduct an interview with Peru’s 

President Pedro Pablo Kuczynski. In September 2016, she interviewed 

Colombia’s President Manuel Santos and Italy’s former Prime Minister 

Matteo Renzi. Taiwan’s President Tsai Ing-wen gave Ms. Weymouth her first 

interview after taking office in Taipei in July 2016. In June 2016, she was 

granted the first U.S. interview by Brazilian President Michel Temer, and 

later, in November 2016, Ms. Weymouth travelled to Myanmar to interview 

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi following her party’s overwhelming victory in the 

country’s elections. Ms. Weymouth has spent significant time in the Middle 

East, conducting exclusive interviews with Saddam Hussein, Colonel 

Muammar Gaddafi, Syrian Presidents Hafez and Bashar Assad, and 

Egyptian President Abdel Fatah al-Sissi, among others. She has interviewed 

every Israeli Prime Minister since 1981, including Shimon Peres, Yitzhak 

Rabin, and, most recently, Benjamin Netanyahu. Ms. Weymouth conducted 

the last interview with Pakistan’s Benazir Bhutto before her assassination in 

December of 2007. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Morgan WILLIAMS is Director, Government Relations, for the SigmaBleyzer 

private equity investment management firm at Washington, D.C. 

SigmaBleyzer manages around $1 billion in private equity investments in 

Ukraine. Mr. Williams started working on the economic development of 

Ukraine in 1992. In January 2007 Mr. Williams was elected President and 

CEO of the U.S.-Ukraine Business Council (USUBC), Washington, D.C. 

Since that time the membership of USUBC has increased from 22 to over 

200 companies/organizations. USUBC is now the largest Ukraine-related 

business trade association in the world that is not headquartered within the 

borders of Ukraine. In 1981 Mr. Williams started his international work and 

implemented food system development projects in countries such as India, 

Haiti, Indonesia, and Egypt. Previously he served as a Professional Staff 

Member of the U.S. Senate Agriculture Committee for the ranking 

Republican on the Committee, Senator Bob Dole (R-Kan). From 1969 to 

1977 he was Kansas State Director of the U.S. Department of Agriculture's 

(USDA) large rural economic development program. Mr. Williams has been 

awarded three state medals from the Government of Ukraine for his 

contribution to the economic development of Ukraine. He was awarded the 

“Order of Honor” III class by the President of Ukraine in 2007, and later 

received Ukraine’s Government State Service Medal from the Minister of 

Economy. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Andrew WILSON is Professor in Ukrainian Studies at the School of Slavonic 

and East European Studies at University College London. Dr. Wilson’s area 

of expertise is comparative politics of democratization in the post-Soviet 

states, and political technology. He is a Senior Policy Fellow at the European 

Council on Foreign Relations. Dr. Wilson’s most recent book “Ukraine Crisis: 

What the West Needs to Know” was published by Yale University Press in 

2014. A fourth, updated, edition of his book “The Ukrainians: Unexpected 

Nation” was published in 2015. Dr. Wilson also authored such books as 

“Belarus: The Last European Dictatorship” (2011), “Ukraine’s Orange 

Revolution” (2005) and “Virtual Politics: Faking Democracy in the Post-

Soviet World” (2005). 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Tereziya YATSENIUK is the Head of the Supervisory Council of Open 

Ukraine Foundation since 2007. In 1996-2006, she worked at the 

Department of Corporate Services, Bank Aval. Before that, Ms. Yatseniuk 

has served as the Head of the Advertising Department of Company of 

Information Service “Inform System”. She obtained a degree in Literature 

and Philology. Currently, Ms. Yatseniuk is a student of Taras Shevchenko 

National University of Kyiv majoring in Psychology. She is a founder of the 

psychological project “Open Yourself”. Within the framework of this program, 

various public lectures, meetings, and trainings with specialists are held to 

help the audience learn more about themselves, understand their inner 

world and discover ways to improve their lives. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Leonid YEMETS is a Member of the Ukrainian Parliament. He was elected 

to the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine in 2012 and, subsequently, in 2014 and 

serves as the First Deputy Chairperson of the Committee on Legal Policy 

and Justice, and as a Member of the Committee on Legal Affairs and Human 

Rights and of the Constitutional Commission under the President of Ukraine. 

Dr. Yemets is also a Member of the Permanent Delegation to the 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe and of the European 

People's Party. He co-authored Ukraine’s judicial reform and lustration laws, 

namely the law “On Government Cleansing (Lustration)”. During the 

Revolution of Dignity Dr. Yemets was responsible for the legal support for 

the Euromaidan and Automaidan activists. In 2001 he graduated from Taras 

Shevchenko National University of Kyiv majoring in Law. Afterwards he 

defended his thesis on "Public Control of Non-Political Associations of 

Citizens: Administrative and Legal Research" and received a Doctor of Law. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Yaroslav YURCHYSHYN is the Executive Director of Transparency 

International Ukraine and an advocacy manager in the civil society initiative 

“Reanimation Package of Reforms” who works with the Parliament, 

government and the President’s Administration to promote reform initiatives. 

As of today, there have been adopted 60 laws drafted with the involvement 

of RPR experts. Additionally, in 2012-2014, Mr. Yurchyshyn lectured, as a 

coach, on lobbying and traditional and new media at the Institute of Political 

Education, the National Democratic Institute (USA) and the Institute of 

Leadership and Management of the Ukrainian Catholic University (Lviv). In 

2014, he served as the Advisor to Secretary of the National Security and 

Defence Council of Ukraine (NSDCU) on general policy, anti-corruption 

initiatives, staffing and financial planning of the NSDCU and worked as a 

Public Relations specialist for the TV channel and website EspresoTV. Mr. 

Yurchyshyn is a co-author of the Plan on Compliance with the Requirements 

of the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement. He obtained his degree in History 

and Archeology from the Ivan Franko Lviv National University in 2002, and 

completed the certified courses at the School of Applied Psychology of the 

National University of “Kyiv-Mohyla Academy” in 2006. In 2008-2010, Mr. 

Yurchyshyn studied at the National University of “Kyiv-Mohyla Academy” and 

earned an MA in Political Science. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Peter ZALMAYEV is Director of the Eurasia Democracy Initiative, a New 

York-based NGO which seeks to educate the public about economic, 

political and social dynamics in post-Soviet states. Recently, Mr. Zalmayev 

has been a frequent commentator on Ukraine and Russia in leading 

international broadcast media, including BBC, CNN and Al Jazeera, as well 

as most major Ukrainian media outlets. He also contributes analytical pieces 

to Al Jazeera's website and Huffington Post. As a member of the Board of 

Directors of the American Jewish Committee (AJC), Mr. Zalmayev takes part 

in AJC's visits to former Soviet countries to meet with members of local 

Jewish communities and engage with policy-makers and media. He has 

organized numerous media campaigns in the U.S. and Western Europe. Mr. 

Zalmayev holds a Master’s degree of International Affairs from Columbia 

University’s School of Public and International Affairs, and the Certificate of 

the Harriman Institute for Russian, Eurasia and East European Studies. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Anton ZATSEPIN is Head of the Xinwei Group representative office in 

Ukraine. He is an active member of the international business community 

and has extensive experience in international business planning and project 

management. Before joining Xinwei Group, Mr. Zatsepin worked as Chief 

Executive Officer and Corporate Adviser of Company Group at TIC Energy 

being responsible for software development, mining and processing industry, 

in Ukraine, Democratic Republic Congo, Switzerland and Canada; founder 

and Chief Executive Officer of UA.Capitals being responsible for business 

consulting, investment consulting, and marketing, Director of state enterprise 

“National Center of Development and Implementation of Innovative 

Programs”, and Chief Marketing Officer at Kvazar-Micro Corp. He studied 

Computer Sciences at the National Technical University of Ukraine “Kyiv 

Polytechnic Institute” and International Economics at the Kyiv National 

Economic University and holds an MBA in Marketing. Mr. Zatsepin is the 

organizer of the First National Innovative Forum of Ukraine (2007) and of 

Public and Professional Examination of the legal field of investment & 

innovative activities in Ukraine (2008). He is also the author of "The 

Innovative Doctrine for Ukraine" (2008). 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Yuliya ZAVALISHYNA is Government Relations Director for Visa in the 

region of CIS and South Eastern Europe from late 2016. In her capacity, Ms. 

Zavalishyna is responsible for securement of government support for Visa in 

region of CIS and South Eastern Europe. She maintains and expands 

communication with regulators, lawmakers, government officials, and policy 
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